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Re: Comment Letter: Salton Sea

The following comments are provided on behalf of our farming clients in the Imperial
Valley in response to the SWRCB’s March 22, 2016 notice regarding the April 19, 2016
workshop on the status of the Salton Sea Management Program.

While significant progress is being made by the Natural Resources Agency in their
pursuit of developing a long-term Salton Sea Restoration Plan, it is clear that the length
of time required to implement such a plan extends well beyond the December 31, 2017
deadline when mitigation water to the sea is no longer mandated under SWRCB Revised
Water Right Order 2002-0013. This presents significant concerns with respect to the
environmental damage that will likely occur prior to the completion of future restoration
work. Projections provided by the Pacific Institute in their September 2014 Hazard's
Toll: The Cost of Inaction at the Salton Sea indicate a roughly 20 foot decline in the
elevation of the sea during the 10 years subsequent to the cessation of mitigation water
with a corresponding increase in exposed playa of roughly 60,000 acres. These
significant short term impacts cannot be ignored. Ihave previously suggested that the
ramp-up in water transfer volumes under the QSA be suspended or reduced and/or that a
mechanism be established for providing post-2017 mitigation water until such time as a
restoration plan is in place.

IID in their November 18, 2014 Petition for Modification of Revised Water Right Order
2002-0013 requested that the SWRCB order the QSA parties and the Salton Sea
Authority member agencies to meet and discuss Salton Sea restoration plans and funding
issues. Such collaboration is necessary to the extent that ultimately the QSA must be
revised to reflect the parties’ commitments to a specific restoration program. Such efforts
to date have not been undertaken and I urge the Board to follow through with IID’s
request.

In addition to my concerns with respect to the short term impacts associated with a
receding Salton Sea prior to the implementation of a restoration plan, I also note that
there are a number of other QSA related issues that need to be resolved including the
provision of adequate storage for IID in order for the water transfers to be prosecuted
without adversely impacting 1ID’s water operations and its landowners” equitable water
rights.
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I appreciate your consideration of these comments and am happy to provide further
information as may be requested.
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