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¥R. NEARY: My name 1s Christopher Neary, I'm
general coansel for Miliview County Water District, and
also present are Floyd Lawrence and. ...

JOAN NELSON: Joan Nzlson,

MR. NEARY: Joan Nelson. And it's about

10:00 a.m., and we're at Floyd Lawrence's home at

365C. ...

JOAN NELSON: FEast Side Calpella Road.

MR. NEARY:; East Side Calpella Road.

Now, Floyd, what 1l'm going to do is I'm going
to -— would you swear nim.

FLOYD LAWRENCE,
having beer first duiy sworn, was

examined and testified as follows:

i EXAM] PLAT.IUN
BY MR. NEARY:

Q. Floyd, as I pointead out, ['m the attorney for
Millview, and we are -- we understand that you might --
that you've lived in this location for quite awhile.

A. All my life.

Q. and where were you borr?

A, Here.

Q. n this house?
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A. Ko. Down, just when you cross the bridge.
when you cross the bridge, there on the left. That's
where I was born and raised.

Q. And what year were you oorn?

A. 1914.

0. What day?

A. November 30th.

Q. and you were born, actualily, In the house --
A. Tﬁat's right.

Q. Right there oft of -- just past the bridge?
A, Correct.

Q. Who owns that property now?

A, My....

JOAN NELSON: Niece.
FLOYD LAWRSENCE: ['ve got to think for a
second.
JOAN NELSON: She's your niece.
FLOYD LAWRENCE: Tre Hr1l1ls own the property
right now, but she's my brother’s daughter.
BY MR. NEARY:
0. Ckay. And that house 1= still standing, the
house that you were born in?
A. No, no. T tore it dowrn and bcught my mother a
mobile home,

Q. Dkay. And how long hag your mother and father
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lived here prior to your bir.h?
A. Tet me think a minutc. My father came here in
1887.
Q. And he settled in this arca --
A. Yeah; he settled in that area there, bought
that property.
Q. Aight there off the Russian River. Do you

know who he bought it from?

A. I don't remember. It was 160 acres.

Q. and was he -- did he farm that property?

A, He farmed iz, yes.

Q. and did he irrigate from the Russian River?
A, He didn't irrigate very much. 1 think the

first pump that was put in ~herc ro irrigste with I put
in, and that would have been aboat probably thirty --

1933, I think.

Q. S0 you were born in the house near the Russian
River.

Al Yes.

Q. And you've lived here ail vour life. Have you

ever left Lhe area?

A. I worked in other areas, but thls was always
home . |

Q. Right. And what was the longest time you were

ever away?
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A. Probably in World War IT.

a. About [our years?

A. Three -- three years and “hree months,

Q. So this nas always been your vobting
address and --

A. Tes.

Q. And this property 'har we'-e located now, when
did you acgquire that?

A. This property where T am now?

Q. Yes.

n. I acquired it from my father in 1347.

Q. Was that part of the 160 acres?

A, That was part of the 160 acres.

Q. Ckay.

aA. I, over a pericd of time, bought -- well, my
father sold 232 acres, 1 think ir was, in 1931. BAnd
then, over the years, 1 bought fthe rest of the
property, except the two and a halfl acres whare the
rouse 1is.

Q. 1 see. S0 yvou own nost of the original 160

acres now?

A. I did, over time, yes,
Q. And you still own 1t now?
A. No; I sold it off, and trat's where all of

these houses are scattered.
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Q.

What profession were you engaged in?
I was a carpenter, construction man.,

Okay. So you're familiar with the propsrty.

Did you ever know cof a gentleman Dy the name of

Wwaldteufel, W-a-l-d-t-e-u-f-c-17

A,

Q.

A,

Q.

A.

Q.

anything?

A.

"Waldteufel.”

"Waldteufel."

wWwaldteufel was his name, yeah.
Okay.

T knew of him, but -- as a kid. i never knew

" him as an adult, after I was an adult.

Okay. Arnd what deo vou semember about him, if

The on.y thing I can remember about him was

that he owned some property here in the area, in the

valley, and he owned the property tha. we're referring

ta, and Mr. Dowling bought it from Mr. Waldteufel.

Q.
A.

o.

Do you know when Mr. Dowling bought it?
No, I don't remembor for auare.

Can you btake a guess? Just an approximate,

what decade?

A.

Approximate would be nprozably 1900,
Ckay. 19007
1910.

18107
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A. Probakbly 1910.

Q. Let's see. 1 think have a copy ©i....

JOAN NELSON: Theroe most be titles and stuff,
grant deeds.
MR. NEARY: Yeah, I've gol the deed here.

Q. 1'm looking at a deed that was recorded on
March 20th, 1998 [sic], from -- to a J2.L. Dewlirg.

A. Okay. 1 first sald 1300.

0. And then we know -nat Mr. Waldteufel -~- how do
you say it?

AL "Waldteufel."

Q. "Waldteufel.” Owned it in 1314, But it
appears -- [ also have a deed here that, in 1917, he
sold it te a gentleman by the name ol T.G, Roberts.

Do you recognizc tnat rame?

A, Mr. Waldteufel sold 27 Cr Mr. Dowling?

Q. Mr. Weldteufel sold it to Mr. Roperts in 1917;
ard then Mr. Roberts, the follow:ng year, sold it to
Mr, Dowling?

A, Ch, okay. It was in 1913, then when

Mr. Dowling bought 1it,.
Q. Right. Do you remamber Mr. quling?
AL On, yes. Yes. Ana nis son {Larl,

Q. Do you know what husiness Mr, Waldteufel was

“engaged in?
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A, Not for sure, 1 dor':. Mot for sure.

Q. Did you ever sece him ir the vicinity of your
hcme? Was ne -- did he live on the property?

A No.

Q. Okay.

A, I don't think so. No, T never did -- I don't

remember ever 3seeing him.

Q. Okay. Do you know where he lived?

A, T thought he lived in kiah,

c. Ckay. But you don't have any idea what

business he was engaged in or...?

A I don't, at this pecint, nce, not for sure. All
I.knew about him, realily, is what my father Lold me,

Q. Do you remember what your dad had toid you

about him?

A, I don't remember wna. business he told me he
was in,

Q. Do you remember anything else about him?

A. Well, it seemed like he was -- it seemed like

I can remember that he was # businessman, and I'm not

sure whether he was a farmer or not. But 1 think he
was & puslinessman.

0. Dkay:

A. But T dor't xnow what busirass,

Q. Okay. What about Mr, Dowling: yod Knew
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Mr. Dowling?

A, I knew Mr. Dowling. Ee was the farmer on that

piece of property.

Q. We're talking -- |'wve brought scme maps here,
or aerial photegraphs, also.

If we coulg mark this Zxhibit A.
{(Exhibit 4 was marked.)
BY MR. NERRY:

0. I'm showing you Exhini® A, which is an aerial
photograph of the wvicinity «f where we are now, L was
taken in 1993, so it's preobably a little bit out of
date.

But what I'm going w¢ do is I'm going to show
it to you and see if you can oriaent yourset?.

A. This is 19937

Q. Right. For sLarLe:S, do you scoe where your
house is on this, the approximale arca?

JOAN NELSON: I'm lookirg for Lhe [ive houses
in a row.

FLOYD LAWRENCE: I naven't located it very
well yet., I'm looking for tho.o...

JCAN NELSON: s ~his the pridge?

FLOYD LAWRENCE: For the Lake Mendocino Drive
road.

MR. NEARY: Right., [ “nink that thig is the
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bridge across the river.

JOBN NELSON: Right theroe. Isn't that the
bridge right there, Dad?

FLOYD LAWRENCE: well, I've been looking at
that but this looks tao crooked.

JOAN NELSON: This looks like your old
vineyard right here. Because there's the river. So
your house would have to....

FLOYD LAWRENCE: I'm tecxing at the bridge
here.

MR. NEARY: Right.

JOAN NELSON: Wouldn't that be your old
vineyard?

FLOYD LAWRENCF: And this would be the river.

MR. NEARY: Right.

FLOYD LAWRENCEZ: Okay. Then that begins to
make a ~ittle bit of serse,

JOAN WELSON: Okay. Maybe over hers, then.
Because that weuldn't be the vineyard.

FLOYD LAWRENCE: I{f tkis weTe the case, then

this would be the property, the Low_ing property, then.

In here.
MR. NEARY: The Dowiing properly would be in
here?

JOAN NELSON: 1In heare?

10
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FLOYD LAWRENCH:  Neo.

JOBN BELSON: 1f t-zl's the bridge.

FLOYD LAWRENCE: T{ thut's the bridge, it
would be like this. The river, over here tou the west,
come down over here. And “he Cowling property, then,
would be on this side of the river over here.

JOAN NELSON: Yeal, that looks right to me.

MR, NEARY: Okay.

FLOYD LAWRENCE: That would be the Dowling
property. That's where al! of the houses are now, is
over here.

JOAN NELSON: TIsn’'t that right? If you turn
it Iike this, facing ycu. 1L you turn it Lixoe this,
this is the briage.

MR, NEARY: Right.

JOAN NELSON: You would be geing on Lake
Mendocino Drive, this would ba Lake Mendocino Driwve,
This would be the Dowling property.

MR. NEARY: Tsn't this where all of cthe houses
are?

JOAN NELSON: No. ‘lney're over here.

MR. NEARY: OQOkay.

JOARN NELSON: I'm sore il's rigat here. IF
that'as the bridge,

MR. NEARY: Okay.

11
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JOAN NELSON: Do you have arny other maps?

MR, NEARY: Well....

JOAN NELSCN: You think it®s this, you think
it's reversed? You think it's cver here?

MR. NEARY: Yeah.

{(Bxbikic B was marked.)

MR. NEARY: This is “xhibit B. TI'm showing
you Fxhibit B, which has the property that was owned by
Mr. Waldteufel cutlined. OFf course, you've lived here
all your life. I...

JOAN NELSON: That looks more like this plece
here.

MR. NERBRY: I've just driven by here.

FLOYD LAWRENCE: ’m just having a little bit
of trouble with this. The :ivér is definitely on the
west of where we are. |

JOAN NELSON: ©QOkay, Zad. (£ you put the map
like this, upside down, and the xiver and the bridge is
there, then that would make uhis area Waldteufel's.
Which looks more like this. FHecause here's all ol
the -- here's old Carter's proparty,

MR. NEARY: F®First of all, Mr, Dowlirg's
property, that was previously owned by Mr. Waldteufel,
is located on the west side of -ne Russian River.

JOAN NELSCN: Right..

12
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FLOYD LAWRENCFE: It's on tne west, right.

BY MR. NEARTY:

/]

g. And you live on the east ide:

A. Right.

Q. So the -- if you lock at tne bridge here,
this -- the bridge would show -- to the left would be
west .

A. Okay. Now, which wiy have you got it turned

now?

o. Jist like this. T thiznk this would be the way
that makes the most sense, with rhis being north.

‘Here's Highway 100 aver here, goling
north/south. The railroad is -- excuse ma. That's the
railroad and here's Highway 10L.

A. This would be the river.

Q. Right.

A. Tt's north and south.

Q. Right. Generaily.

A, “Yeah, the river runs a.most true rnorth and

Q. Okay. So —-

A, Outside the little turrs, you know.

Q. Ckay. So the wes! siace of -- it tais 1s north
and south, the west sido wolld o= =o the —-- ©0 your

left, ard you live on the eazt s. ¢, up in here

13
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someplace.

A, You're saying this 1s north?
Q. Yos.
A. That would be —- if that were —he case, this

being the river north and scuth, to.s being the bridge,

then the Dowling property would have to be right in

kere.
Q. Oxay.
A. which would be south of Laxe Mendccino Drive

and west of the river.

Q. Ckay.

A. If this was -ne bridge, ther this would be
Lake Mendocino Drive.

Q. Right.

A. And scutn of the river would be -—- | mean,
southk of Lake Mendocine Drive would be over here and
west of the river would be. ...

JOAN NELSON: South 5f Lake Mendocino Drive?
FLOYD LAWRENCE: What?

MR. NEARY: Tet's go off the record for a

moment. .
{0ff the record.)
MR. NEARY: Back on the record.
0. Would you take -- with this wen, Jjust draw an

arrow to where you ware born.

14
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A. I need to double-check again Lo make sure
because this is a permanent si-nation, This is north
and south, this is the river, thizs would be the bridge.
And, in that case, 1 would nave oeen porn right in
here;

Q. why don't you put a biy circle around it.

A. A gcircle?

Q. Yeah. A big circle so¢ wo.o. ..
A. ls that big encughv
Q. Let's see. Tt's got to be able to stand out.
Okay. That's good enough.
And the Dowling propesrty was across the river,
on the other side of the pridge, from your property.
A. Right. And south of the.road. Which, aL that

time, was Highway 20.

Q. Okay. Now I'm show:ng you Exhibit 3, which is
the same -- has the same orientstion as Exhibit A, The
top of the -- where it says "Northwestern™ shows where

the railroad yoes, and 1t shows Highway 102 going down

from -- you know, irom the top to the mot tom,
A. So this is —- wai7t. 1+ ~h.s the forks ol the
road? This is the forks. I was vefsrring to Lhe forks

over There.
0. Righr. Well, who krows what --

A. Sc I'm just wenderng wiat they mean here by
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"The EForks.”
Q. That's probably just what somebody wrote con
the map. But here's the Russian River as it gces by the

Dowlings'?

A. So this is the forks of the river.

Q. Right.

A. Here's the east branch and this would be
the....

Q. West branch.

A, The west brarch. Xino ot lose it here.

Q. If you look on the aeriae. pholograph, you'll
see whare tre two rivors come Tugether?

A, Yeah. Hut when you lock at 1t here, It

doesn't make sense if this s the....

c. You're turning it again. You'wve got to keep
it north to south to keep the sane priepntation.

A. Okay. Then this right here would be the west

pranch, then.

Q. Right. You can se¢ 1L comes around here. And
that shows the general outline of 'he Waldtoufel/Dowling
property.

ny ILet's see now, This is not Lhe same as ~-

this was north on that map.

Q. Right.

A, But. it would ke so.vh on - his man.

16
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Q. Okay.
A. Correct?
Q. No. The freeway 5 «.wavs olf Lo the west.
See, here's the freeway, uand hoere’s the railread, and —-—
A. This is southk.
Q. You're nol seeing the entire photograph in
this map, but the river comes arcund like this.
A. Yeah. This goes up inio —- Ll used 1o go
right through the middie ol where the lake.is now.
Q. Okay.
A. So it drains tLhe lake out -- this 1s the east
forx. So then this would be west fork here.
Q. Right.
A. I don't know what that’s supposed Lo bke. That
looks -- they're showing that as being & part of this,

like a part of that river.

Q. Well, this is Lake Manascino Drive.
A, Oh.
Q. And you'll see the wricce is there and the

bridge is there.
A, This is Lake Mendocino Drive?
JOAN NELSON: Here.
BY MR. NEARY:
Q. Okay. $So all —~ I'm jus. trying to orient you

Lo, -
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AL This map 1s disorientinyg me.

Q. Oh, really?

A, Yeah. PRecause, if this is the highway....

Q. Right.

JOAN WELSON: 101.

FLOYD LAWRENCE: “Yeah. 101. %o then you have
te go this way to get over here w0 *he east fork of the
river so you've got to nave - 10 this ias what 1s now
Lake Mendocino Jrive, if that's what -nis represents.
BY MR. NEARY:

Q. Right.

A, Is that what you think 1t 187

Q. Right.

A. Okay. Then you have to have a bridge that

crosses the river.

Q. Yeah, there's ro bridge shown on there, but it
obviously crosses the river right thore. The west fork.
When Lake Mendocine Drive crosses the Russian River, it
crosses the west fork of the Russlan Rivor.

A. That's right. That's right. It crosses the

west fork, but Laey don't sbow “hat here.

Q. Well, it's hard to =soe, bat i you follow this
line here, this is the river, tne west fork, and it's
going around likxe that. You glmost zan't see —-

A. You can't see 1it.

18
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0. But the west fork follows the eastern boundary

of the Waldteufel property. S0 this is —-—- you know, the
nLot 103" that is shown on -that map, the eastern
boundary of that property is tne contour of the river.

A. Right.

Q. As you can see from neve.

A. Tris would....

MR. NEARY: Let's go olf the record.
(0ff the record.)
MR. NEARY: Sc¢ back oo the racord.

Q. I've shown you Exhibit & and Fxhibit 3 to --
Exhibit A being an aerial photograph of the vicinity
that we're in right now and Fxhip:if 4 15 a map depicrting
the same —- generally the same propercy ~hat's covered
by the aerial photograph.

Now, we've identified the waldteufel property.
Do ycu rememper there being a pump cn the
Wa.dteufel/Dowling property?

A. Oh, detinitely.

Q. Ckay.

Al Definitaly.

Q. Can yon draw a Cciro.coon --

A, Wnere the pump would have been?

Q- veah:; I'm geing to have you pub Ttooen

Extibic €, which is a....

18
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{Exhibit O was marked.)
FLOYD LAWRENCE: Laf me get myself oriernted
again.

MR. NEARY; North i1s a2t the top.

JOAN NELSON: Here's where you wouid have been

born.
FLOYD LAWRFNCF.: Okay. 'This is the river.
And this being the bridge herc. I would say I'll be
close.
BY MR. NEARY:
2. Ckay. Just put a bkig circle in the general

ared.

A. 1t would be right i:;: here, 1Is that okay? Can

you see that all right?

Q. Why don't you ust draw a line from the middl
of the circle oul Lo Lhe ﬁarq;n, 1ust 80 we cen call
attenticn to it.

A. Put "Pump" our there?

JOAN NELSON: OCut to the margin,
FLOYD LAWRENCE: TI: wasn't a very good circle
because I can't even find -u. Wrice "pPump” there?

BY MR. NEARY:

Q. Right.
A Okay.
(o When was the first time you saw that pump?

¢
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A, Probably when T was about three vyears old. We

used to swim down there right whaere the pump was.

Q. Was that the best placoe L0 swim along the

river?
A, vYeah. IL was one ol tho few places where
there was & nice blg nole. Iz was 4 big hole in there.

Q. And what do you -~

A The water was about cight feet deep.
. what do you romembsr andut the punp?
A, It was -- 1 romembers ths pump was an old-style

pump with a gascline engine. And, as [ can recall, the
pipe that left that pump was —- it was either eight or
ten inches in diameter. And it went out into the west
side of his house and he irrigated thalt by flood
irrigation,

Q. 3o Mr. Dowling actualiy Lived un the property?

A. Yes, Yes, he lived there.

Q. So, -“ust for purpeses of simplrcity, we'll

refer to the nroperty as "the Jowiing property” trom now

on.
A, Qkay.
Q. Did you ever see thie puop Tuning?
A. Yes. 1T neard it runnirg many, nany tines.
Q. Okay.
A. Because it was an o_d gascline, nolsy engine.

21




1 Q. How big was the pLmp?

2 A, I think it -- 1 think i1t was a six—-inch

3 diameter pump.

4 Q. Okay.
5 A, Six-inch suction line, Hither six or eight.
6 Q. Do you know the maks of the pump, by any

7 chance?

3 A. Ne., Ne, I wouldn': know That.

9 Q. Do you know whethuor the -- haw long the pump
10 was there? Or do you know whin it was taken -- when the
11 pump was taken away?

12 A, There was a pump there. And when that ore
13 left, there was another pump put right in its place.
14 There was a pump there tor -- oh, at least 50 years in

15 rhat area.

16 C. Okay. Now, did you know Chel Wood?

17 A, Yes.

18 Q. And did he uase a pumnp to puamp water?

19 A. He pumped water Wwilh That same pump.

20 Q. Okay. Now, did -— 12735 ‘ust ftalk a little

21  bit about the Aussian Rivaor.

22 you've lived on Lris river esscontlally all of
23 your life. Did the east fork and the woest fork always
24 come together at the place thet's depleted on Exhibit A?

25 A. On the same place, ven., I always came

22
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together a* the same place. The same place that they

do now.

Q. Oxay. And have you aver - netfore the Coyote
Dam was put in, did the east [ork ever go dry, to your

knowledge?

A. Not tetaliy dry, bul it got down real low,
Q. Do you remember what year that would have
been?
A, Well, the time I was a kid. I can't remember
for sure when thgy bui it the zom up in Potter Valley.
When they built the car up flore ard vrought. whe water

through the mountalin, then a2y had more water that

came down that east branch. [ ~an reca’l that, when --

the way thoy useg to let the waeTer 1n, 1% didn't Lfiow
by bV

the same a.. of tne -- every 74 hours,
Q. I see.
A. They let the walter Larcush o generate

electricity, and intc the Paltor Valley area.  And then

the water would Tlow heavier when it came through.

Bul there was -- prior Lo that and even during

that part of the day. the water_wonld got down guite

low on the east branzh. The wost branch at that time

actually had more water in it than the oast branch,
Q. Real.ly?

A Yeah.

23




11

12

13

14

15

1¢é

17

18

19

20

23

22

23

24

25

Q. Before the Potter Vallay --

A, Befors water came 1 from the Pillsbury Dam.
Q. Really? Do you ever raca.. the woest fork

going dry?

A. No, but T saw it gst pretty low,

Q. Do you remember whan was -he point when -- you
know, the year, the approximate year, of the lowest
point cof the west fork?

A, No. I really den't. 1 den't have anything to

tie it to at this peoint,

Q. Okay. You don't remcmber when there was any

droughts in this area?

A. I don't remember the years, . can remember
when it got down real low, bur 7 can't ze.l you --
Q. What do you recall akouat that? How low did it

get? Anything to peg it to?
A. 1t ogot down to whare Lone wator was in the
holes and running from hcle to nole in the gravel.
Q. I see,
A, There would be spotys where you could walk
across and have dry feet.
Q. I see. And ir terms ol -- can you --
sometimes it's hard to peqg things in terrs of time, but
wouald this point have been in the last 30 vears or last

50 years? Was it back whon yoi were 3 young man or was
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it when you were middle aged?

A. When I was a kid. 5o it defiritely was not in
the last 40 years.

Q.  So after you were, you know, over 21, it
didn't ever run dry.

A, I don't think it ever ot that dry after that,

after 1 was 21.

Q. Sp it was Ln your &dsiontence —-

A, Right.

Q. -- that tnis occurrei. S0 that would have
been back in the '30s. And T nelieve there was a
drought cycle in the '30s.

A. In the '30s, had to pe 1n the '30s.

Q. Okay. And then in 19y8 and 1977, bhere was
another substantial drought in rhis area. De you
remember that?

" A. 1 don't remember -- | really don't remember
anything about the river because, as we're sitting
here, I don't remember whet . was doing at that
particular time.

Q. Okay. When did you retire?

A, 24 years ago.

Q. And so how old are you Loday? L could
probabply do the math, but....

A, I‘m == ['1] be 92 oo thae 3C0th of November.
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o. Wow! So you retired in your iate 60s?
Al Yes. Late what?

o, Late 60s.

A. Ne. It woulda't be then, because ['ve been
retired 24 years. You take -- it would have toc be 1n
the '80s,

Q. Well -~ in rthe L980's.

A. Yes.

Q. Yaeah, that would be about 70 years ago, 23

years age. 5o the --

Al T think it was '87, [ think.
Q. Ckay. When Mr, -- when was thas first -- your

first memory of there beling ary agricultural activity on
the Waldteufel/Dowling properiy?

R. As far backx as I can remember, Lha. area west
of the house was in alfalfa. Ard he used to -- he
would cut the alfalfa -~ you know, cut several crops,
three or four crops, of aifalfa. 0Of course, everything
was done with horses in those days.

2. What was the earliost -- so the earliest that
you remember there being a.falfa was as far back as you
car. remember?

AL As far back as [ can remamner, it was Ln

alfalfa.

Q. Ckay. So +f Mr. Dowlino beughl it in 1918,
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you would

nave been aboul four yeays old, so do you —-

put you think that you might have seen that pump on the

river as early as before Mr. 1w ing bought iz, when you

were about three?

A.

No, probably -- I was propably five oY aix

years old when 1 saw Lhat pamp.

Q.
A.

Q.

Okay. All right.
That T can remember hacx.

Do you think that, vyour first mempories as a

child, that there was agricuituzal activity on the

Dowling property?

A.
Q.

S1X7?

that.
0.
A,
Q.
property?
A.

2.

Yes, definitely.

Aad does your memory o back prior to five or

T egan't -- I couldn': comscientiously tell you

Okay. 50 -~
I don't have anyihing 1o tie it Lo,

Surae. Have you evor boen oen tha Dowling

Yes.

How did that come Lo bLe?

I even shocked hay or the Towling property.
So you worked for Mr. Dowling?

I werked for him ss a <xd. < capn't tell you
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at what age. Probably 12 or 14, or something like

«hat. A couple of times, I remsmoer shocking hay for
him,

Q. and what docs "shocking nay” mean?

A. Well, that means it 's bheen raked in one row

and you go in with a pitchfork and put it in little

stacks where it cures. That's what tney ca.l shocking
Q. I ses.

A. It's like apout what vou conld ptek up with
one big forkful. |

Q. I sea. So did Mr. Dowling, to your
knowledge -- do you know how leng ¥r. Dowling owned the
property?

A. Mo, I don't. I really con't. 1 can't think
of who he sold it to for sure.

Q. Do you know whether Mr, Dowling is still
alive, or any of his childrony

A. Oh, no. Ne¢, he's naot d4.1ue,

Q. Any of his ¢hildren zzill in tho area?

A, No. HNobt to ny knowledge.

Q. Okay.

A, None of his relat:mn are still in the area.
Q. T gee. [id where rome s “ime where you ever

saw any agricultural craps oiner tran altalfa being

grown on the property?

.
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A, Yes. On the -- thoro was a narrow strip east
of the house, between the house and the river, there
was a narrow sbrip in theve that had paar Lrees in it.
There was a pear orchard in therc. I can't -- I've
begen trying to think whether that orcnard was there
when [ first remembered it, you know, wnen I first
remembered the Jowling property, out Lhat part was not
in alfalfa. 1t was in a pecr orchard,

Q. Okay. And can you give me an eatimate of how

rany Lrees? A hundred trees? 300 “reas?

A. I would think, jus! estimat.ng, 1L was
probably belwsen three and lour &cres.

Q. Qkay.

Al Was 1n pears.

Q. Now, there's cbviously no pear trees there

now. D¢ yocu know when the pear trees wore remnoved?

A. T can see -— | can see when Lhey were removad,

but I don't have anything te tie it to as to the years.

Q. Okay. 5o you workec there when you were a
child —-

A. Yeah,

2. —— on Lhe Dowiirg properiy, You worked

directly for Mr. Dowling?
AL Yes.

Q. And is there any otrer Tlines youo've been on
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the property other tharn when you workea for Mr. Dowling
when you werc a kid?

A. I picked pears on it, too,

Q. Again, for Mr. Dowling?

A, No, I think it was Zor zhe party that he sold
the property to.

Q. And you don't ramember his nane?

A, I don't remember the name, nNo,

Q. But we'll just relcer to him as "Mr. Dowling's

buyer." Do you have a —- ©an you approximate when
Mr. Dowling sold the property?

A. I really and truly can'th,

Q. Dkay. Did Mr. Dow:.ng cver have any crops
other than alfalfa, as far aé veu know?  And pears on
the property.

A. Yoes. There was a strip of land between the
pear grchard and the r.ver, ana ko usced to ralse oat
hay in there.

Q. I see. About how mary acres, would you say?

A. Tt was about the samo area whare the -- the
pat hay was about the same siuze as the poear orchard.

Q. Okay. Any other crops besades cat hay, pears
and alfslfa during --

A, Not that 1T ronmemier.

0. Okay. When Mr. Dow.lng's buyer bought the
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preperty, did he change the use of the property in any

way?

A, It later got put inw¢ -~ the area that was in

alfalfa got put into vineyar:i.

Q. Okay.
A. But I can't -- it ws

it in, it was somebody elsec.

g not Mr. Dowling that put

And T've beon trying to

think ©of the name, ard I haver't Leen atsle to think of

it.

Q. I might have it herc,

JOAN NELSON: Rcobert
¥ou say Roberts?

MR. NEARY: Roberts
from Waldteufel.

GOAN NELSON: Oh.

FLOYD LAWRENCE : I

5. didn't you say? Did

is the one who bought it

wizsr 't Roberts,

JOAN NELSON; TR owasn 't Weod.

MR. NFARY: lLet's
minovte,
(Off.the record. )
MR. NEARY: Back on
Q. Does the name Millo:
recollection?

A, Miller had the prooce

TLED TG aff the record [or a

the record,

retresnh your

Yty nerth of the highway.

Q. North of the highway.
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A. Yeah.

Q. North ot what highway?
A. North of Lake Mendocino Orive,
0. Qkay.

A, That hill property und the area next to the

river. That was the Miller property.

Q. Okay. Were you aware ~hat Mr. Dowling had
sold some of his property Lo Mr. Mi.ller?

A. No.

Q. Qkay.

A, I don't remember that.

0. Ckay. And you knew Eober: Wooa?

A, Yes.

G Do you know approximaiciy when he bought this
property? Mr. Wood bought thi prooerly —hat we've been
referring to as "the Dowling property.” Is that right?

A. He bought the Dowling property, yes. But I'm

trying to thirk who he bought it from.  He kought it
from the parly that used to raisc string beans on it.

Q. Ckay., What T'm try oy 1o figure out is all of
the crops that you remembor rfetrng grawn on that
property, on the Dowlirg props-ty.

A. It goes back to aliz.fa, Bartiett pears, oat

hay, and then it was irn vineyard, and --

She watches my weenitg nose. Ancther thing
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you have when yéu get older. “hey call it the golden
years, but that's the wrong nama for it.
I mentioned the grapes.

Q. Right.

A and the string bears. And they scld the
string beans Lo a canneory over in Upper Lake.

Q. Okay.

A I remember that. “+e one that used the most
water, however, was the alfzlia, becausc he [lood
irrigated it..

Q2. Bnd do you know where he seld the alfalfa?

A. Ok, he sold -- cverything around here at that
time was —- if you had cattie, why they pougnat 1t fox
nay for the cattle. Or 't aol -- the hdy got baled and

sometimes shipped out. 3ut when I say “shipped out,”
it would be trucked out, Like, o Lake UJounty or south

of Ukiah, various places.

Q. Okay.
A. But it never went very Yar.
Q. Se the string beans, approximately how much of

the Dowling property was n =urlng beans?

A. I'm 3ust making a qucss on that rnow, and I
would say beﬁween six and elght acres.

o. and while string buuans were being grown on the

property, were there any othor agricultural products
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peing grown cn the nroperty’?

A, Yes; they still were growing hay on the
prowerty.
Q. And what about the gineyards? Were some ot

the wineyards still there?

A, 5o, I think 231 of the vineyards was gone at

that time.

Q. I see. So it went o vinoyards and then it
went back to alfalfa at some point.

A. Well, not necessarily alfaifa. It cculd have

heen ocat nhavy.

Q- T see.

A. Cat didn't take so muah water.

Q. Okay. Do you —— whun the vineyards were in,
do you know what kind of irrigarion praﬁticns were used
on the Dowling property?

A, It was -- I didn't have -- they hadn't come
out with the sprinklors ver o tnal Doint, 50 they

watered it in oa row, row walooino.

(o I see.
A, Surface watering.
Q. And so now, besides ziring kbeans, vineyards,

Bartlett pears, oat hay and a.te:7a, any other
agricultural products?

A, None other that I oan thinx ol
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Q. Okay. And you, obv.ously, sa&w the housing
development being put in -=

A, Ch, vyeah.

Q. -- over there, At the #ime the housing
develcpment was put in, was tnz property stiil in

agricultural production?

A, Pricr to that, yes. 1t had been ijust prior Lo
that.
Q. So it was, unlil the houses -- you know, the

housing construction staried, i wes all agricultural.
A Agriculture, vealh.
Q. You knew, Jjust a lonu =het, oput do you have

any pictures of the arca?

A, No. Didn't tske many picturaes in those davs,
Q. Did you know Mr., Wood?

A, Yes.

Q. How well did vou know ham?

A, Ok, 1 knew him falr.y well., Nobt real well.

Q. Do you have any recollection when he came into
the area?

A When he came?

Q. Right. | mean bougn: rthe Lowl.ing property.

A, I don't have any rocol oot or o Lhe tLime, no.
You know, that property, us=d to oger proity woll

flooded.
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Q. In the wintertime?

A. Yes,

Q. rrom ~-—

A. From high water,.

Q. From the high water.

A. Yeah.

Q. When was the last bime that you'wve seen that

vroperty flcoded?

A. Well, let-mc think «f rthe las. name -- I'm
trying to think the year now. 3Since I lived here. But
the property just south, Just borders that property to
the south -- I can't think of =he man’s pame right now
that owned that. He had a cairy down iLnere, and we'd
had real nigh water, ana he ad Lo oget hls cows out of
rthere.

JOAN NELSON: 0.3, fnompsaorn?

FLOYD LAWRENCE: Mo,

and he took his cocws up to Thempsen's preoperty
up on the hill e get them out of the water. And aboul
two weeks later, we nhad ancrher high waver, and I went
down Lo see it T could help him 21 nia cows oub.  And
he said, "No, Fioyd." He @mit, "I car geT the cows out
alone, but [ sure would like scneboady to® -- he said,
"T just got a big truckloac of hay yvesterday and they

just put it down on tha ‘loa: of che barn, oo the dirt
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floor.” And when the water sot up high and it came up

through there, why it would gut Lwo Sfeet or more deep
and go right into his barn;

and he said, "I'd aporeciate it if you could
get that hay up ‘n the lott of tne nparn.”  And I
rememper him saying, wrhere's an ¢ioer man there that
could help you."

50 | went to work s7art:ng to g the hay up,
and I remember, when - drove dowo Lhere, I decided I
don't want my car dewn here mecausze 17's going to get
under water, so 1 drove it back up to the railroad -~
what is that bar up there?

JOAN NELSON: Pappy &nd Sid's Chub?

TLOYD LAWRENCE: Yean. I ook my car up there
and parked and wa'ked back dowe Lo get whe day up. And
by the time I got the hay up., Lhe water was already
coming through the ficld. v owas comaing down through

the Dowling property. AnRdg [nere was Kind of a litzle

slough that went through thera, @ind +hat was the first
place the water run. and ther, later, .1 covered the
whole thing. ‘
BY MR. NEARY:
Q. Is it possible thar the wes. tork could flood
again into where that housing development 1s?

A. They raised that. wnery raised the area where

37




10

11

12

13

14

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

the houses are.

Q. Uh-twah.

A, They raised that, I taink, three feet,
Q. I seea,
A, Somewhere betweeon “wo arnd three feet., And, of

course, the river, over the years, has cut down deeper.

Q. T see.

A. And which heips. But then putting in the

dam --
0. Right.
A, -~ held The east ok bavk, so Lhat gave the

west fork a lot more area te “lood into.

. I see. 1 see.

A, Because where lLbhe '‘'wo name togoether, it
started backing up.

Q. Right.

A. It backed up clear bheyond -- right down below
here,

Q. Now, do you know of any —-- havec you cver scen

the gauging stasions on the r.ver, you XNow --

A, No.

Q. -- in the vicinlity ol thn Dowling --

A, No, T haven't,

Q. The Uniated 3tates Jeciorical Survey has had --

maintained several gauging stat:ons.
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h, I've not seen them on this river. I've seen

them in other creeks cver the yepars, but I've nevoer
seen any on this river. 1 waz cust going toe tell you
one more littlc thing that

Q. Sure.

A. -— 1 can remember. 1’11 never forget that.
By the time 1 got the hay all up and started to get cut
of there, I started to walk back up the road, and T
only went a little ways until 1 was in water. aArd,
finally, wher 1 hit the -~ where this water was deeper,
it knocked me down, and T nad to astarl swimming toward
vhe railroad tracks to get cul =i the water, And I
ended up gelting out of the walter on Lne adjolining
property to the south.

Q. Wow!

A, T took me downstrean quite 3 ways. And [ was
sure happy to get back on the railroad track.

Q. So the Dowling propsrty would flood, also,

from time to time?

A. Yes. It flooded tha. time. It flooded both
of those times. &nd I'd seer it Ylnoded several times
before.

Q. Now, T want ta jus’ 30 back a !i::lé Bit to

the pump. Do you remember what color 1t was?  The

crigiral pump you saw?
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A. The originral -- the orvizinal odump was just a
metal collar, 1t was a big wmaetal pomp.

Q. Was it --

A. Belt-driven pump.

Q. Relt-driven pumnp.

A. The first one was. &ard, atcr on, then they

had electricity there and thev had an olectric molor
pump.

Q. Now, I'm trying to gen an ides of the siie of
this pump. You know, say this diving room table is
about four feet by two feet. wWas it as big as this
table?

A. The pump could have heen lenger than this
width, which is four feet, kui -- andAit's set up ebout
that high.

Q. 8¢ you're indlcating alour 36, 40 inches.

A Sonmething l1ike tha™.

Q. Qkay.

Al And it -- Lhe amounr. of water that 1t pumpad
out whefe ne had the irriga' .»r o0 the west side, he
had eight-inch -- eight-incs, what you cail, slip joint
pipe, which carried the water wul into the field.

{(Off the record due oo interruplion
by the court reportop,’

I
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BY MR. NEARY:

Q. So we're talking apuut the original pump on

the Dowling property.

A, The pipe that went intc the river was a
six-inch cast—irqn pipe, big heavy plpe that went down
into the river, with 2 focon valve op jt.

Q. And deo you know -- oo you temember when that

pump was taken ocut and replaced with ar elocbric pump?

A. No, T really don't, When we gol clectricity
in the area. let me think z minume. Lal's see if T
can remember my age when we got electricity, [ imagine

it happened at ~he same time.
I must have beon at .east 12 years old when we
got electricity.
Q. Okay.
A. Up until then, our _ights were kerosene lamps.
I had to be at least 12 years old at‘that point.
Q. Oxay. And did you -- diz your father irrigate

from the river at all &L any @ _na?

A. We had @ -- irrigated the garann Irom the
rivear.

2. i see,

A. But 1t was pronably sonothing you've never

seen, was a pump where you por oo borse o 1t and bthey

went around in a c¢ircle and n3:d a big wheel about so
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big that it had cogs on i=. &rnd as Lt went around,
those cogs, the cog wheel drove 5 pistern up and down.
And we used to hook a horse to that and they'd go
around and around. I can remember, I wasn't very hig
wnen I first sat down there and drove that horse
around.

Q. Gett ng back to the pomp. ts the olectric --

the gascline pump, vyou said, nade a lot of noise and you

could hear it., Was the electric pump quieter?
A. Oh, yes. Yes. You dian't hesar the electric
pump .

Q. Okay. So did you ever see anyonsg working on
the pump?

A Not that I remember.

2. i'm interested in -- anything you can remembe
abcuf that pump might give me 2 ~lue of other olaces to
look to find information abou~ that pume.

A. I don't remember vl rame of it at ail., I

have a —— somewhat of a picture ol Lhe punp.  And as I
said, it had the cast-~iron v ue that went into the
river.

Q. How was the gasoline stored st the site?

A. How was what?

Q. Gasoline storec at wne pump s te? Cr was it?

A. That, - don't ramemiar.

T
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Q. Okay. Do you remencer seeling a gas tank there
or...7?

A, I don't recall. ;

Q. Now, is there anyo e clse in this vicinity

that is as o0ld as you that's boon arcund?

A, Thay're all QOne.

Q. They'ze all gone, you ¢oll.oved averybody.
A, Yeah.

Q. When did you build -his house that we're in

right now?

A, v,
Q. So that's wher you cuame back from the War.
A. Yean after I came bsck, yeah, I gol married

in 48, lived here ever sinoae.
I was -~ the wife and T wag -- knew we were
going to get married when [ built vhe house because I
drew -~ I remember drawing the pians ana showing them
Lo her to see [ she was happy with 1v. And [ remecmber
orre of the things she saild, nart ane wanted lobs of
windows. So this house has pore windows than normal.
Q. Did you build it, voursalf?
A, Oh, yeah, yeah.
Q. 30 the -- what abour the dsveloopment in the
area here. When you wers born, wore there many other

houses put in this area?
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A. No, there wasn't.

Q. What.was the closest

house?

A, wWell, actually, in
Dowling house was.about the ©
would have been my grandfatne
when you came up my road ther
left.

Q. Right.

A. That went up =o whoer
and -- no, the Dowling house
closer than my grandfather's

Q. And it was your grao

18877

A. Ch, he was here belo

He came after my father did.

He came out here in a covereso

Q. And where did ne sall

Caiifornia?
A, Right here.
¢.°  Oh, okay.
A, Right here. Heg owne
here, rorth of where my fatne
went back, he had -- 1 taine

[0 So there was - was

wousn Lo your parents’

‘sovage, provably the

losest one. The next one
r, who lived on the --

e, theve's 1 road to the

= my grandfather Lived.
pov.d acTually have Deen
hoitse .,

“t¥ather who came here in

re= that., Lev's see. No.
Ze camne after my father.
wagon {rom Towa.

le, what area of

d this areqa in throough

s oproperty was,  And it
“ad 80 ores, T think.

rhere iny acvelopment at
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all, commercial activity, a! “kas “nrys when you were a

kid?

A. THere was just a v e storo “hero.

Q. Okay. And do yeu rumomber when the Lake
Mendocine bridge was built? 7The lake Mendocino Drive
bridge?

A. Ok, yes.

Q. And when was that fa.iir?

A. You asked moe if T romonbered when it was
built; but remembering Lhe wvear | hat was is somathing
else.

I was about -~ let's sew. 1. was before --
quite a little while beforoe tae dam was nuilz, The
dam, T think, is -- the laxe ie 40 years old, T think.
So..

Q. So 1t wes burll abouT the same timey

A. Frior,

Q. Was it replacing an =arlier bridge that was

there?
Al Yeah. The earlier oridge was a wooden bridge,
Q. T just wan: te turn vour attenticn —- I'm

almost done here,
1 want to turn your attertios bark to

Exhibit B, T this -~ i! we ostablish that tnis is the

)

Dowling property, weuld this mave heep yYour nousge that
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you were porn in that's

A.

Q.

have been....

Q.
A
Sc right
Q.
you think
Al

Q.

Lhe

Tiver?

TLST &0 ons

Let's see now. Again, this was south.
Right.

This is the river.

This is Lake Mendocing Lrlve.

Okay. And this -- <he bridge would had to

Probably right abou -ero,
It doesn’'t show tThe river, hut right in here.
about in here it we:ld huve been,

Qkay. Would you draw & clrzle around where

the house was that you wera born in.
{(Witness complies.;

And so that's almos” “mmedialely across the

river from —--

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

A,

bathroom.

Right.
~- where the pump was,
Well, no.

Right. Tre pump was downstreanm.

Ahout how far?

Oh, three =-- probaby 104 vards down thore.
Ckay.

It wﬁuld pe 1220 reetl cownztresdn,

QOkavy.

Excuse me a minute. C'we gort o orun to the
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Q. Sure. Off the reccurd.
[Off the record.)
BY MR. NEARY:

Q. Ckay. Now, T'm just gu.ng to give you a
chénce to —~A['m just geing to as< sert of a global
guestion. Is there anything else that you remember
about the Dowling property that might be of use to us

that I haven't asked?

A. No.

Q. Okay.

A. [ can’'t zhink of ary- b ng.

Q. The cne thimg that you've toid me here today

that surprised me, and maybe I can ask you just a little
bit more about this, is that fne wast fork had more
water in it, typlcally, than the vcasl fork when -- prior
toc the construction of the Potter Valley Dam.

A. Prior to the censtructicn of tiae --

c. The Pillsbury Dam.

A. -- Potter Valley -- ¥Pi:i.sbury am, when the
water came through a tunnel 4no oame down through

Potter Valley.

Q. 50 the -~ is Lhare a way vou can quantlly
that? [ mean, is it jusl, va. -now 3 little bit more
or -- did the east fork evoer oo Ary, for exanple?

A. I never saw 1t otal_.yv dry, out ! saw it down
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real low.

Q. Lower than the west “ork?

A, At the time -- lhere wors times when it would
be lower than the west fork,

Q. Do you remember wher the worst Ylooding was in

this vicinity, approximately what year it would be?

A. I'm trying to thin< kerc. I used to have this
flat down there in permanen’. pasture, and a neighbor
across the rjve:_had cattle in there. One year, one
winter we had a lot of wain, and | remember asking
him -~ calling him and aski-g nim 1f he didn't think
maybe he should get his catvle out of there before that
day, because there was a big storm predicted ahead.

and he said that he -~ the river i1s too high
£¢ try to bring them across tna viver, they'll drown.
And so, tne next morning, there was just a little
island, it was & slough —hat oame :loser to this bank,
so that the ground was higher ' the middle of the
fileld and Lheré wag an island n rhore.

And it was probably -- It wasn't probably over
half an acre that wasn't flouded.

Q. Wow!

A, and s0 I remembor Horrowimng a borse {rom the
neighber, becavse I didn': nave horses then, I borrowed

a horse from the neighbor to Jo o and vo across this
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silough, over to that isiand to sce if [ could get those
cattle cut. Because I had 2 corvrai down there where
you first started up thé hil., where the mailboxes are.

Q. Right.

A. Just over the banx, 1 nad a corral in there.
and if I could get them in there, 7 cculd pul them in
that corral. And T remember getting wedl clear up to
here before the acrse ralsec up and swam.

Q. You're indicaling up ro your dredsl?

A. Yeah, yeah, This horse tust kept raising its
head up and wading. And, 1iraily, when it decided to
swim, right then the water went back cown clear down to
here. 1 was sitting on the horse, of course.

And -- let's swe. That -- I can't tell you
the exact year, put that would have had to have been
about. 40 years ago.

Q. Okay. Well, 1 really appreciale your taking
the time Lo talk to me today. T want to make sure we
get all ol these exhibliis.

A i hope T helped ycu.

Q. You did. I've learnod 3 ilot.

(3worn Statemoni of FILOYD
TAWRENCE conciudec at 11280 a.m. )}
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RFEPORTEE'S JERTLIVTCATE

State of California

County of Sonoma

T, LUEL J. SIMSON, €Sk No, 4720, a Certified
Shorthand Reporter of the State o Calitornia, hereby
certify:

That 1 was presen. &t the above-nenticoned
proceedings; that I teok down in shorthand notes all
proceedings had; Lhat I rheveal-er transcribed said
shorthard notes into typewriting; that Lhe toregoing is
a full, complete and accurats transor.pl.on ol alis

proceedings had.

Dated: August 24, ZC06.

LDEL . SIMSON
Ternifisd Shorthand Reporter
Statae of California
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