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PROCEIEDTINGS
DECEMBER 20, 2016 2:20
(On the record at 2:20 p.m.)
CHAIR MARCUS: All right. Our next set of
speakers before the next panel will be Bob Hackamack
followed by Doug Ridenour, Jr., Greg Tucker, Glenn

Bakker, Michael Crowell, Alex Vanderstoel, Christina

Bertia, Nina Gordon-Kirsch, Jessie Raeder, Carol Fields,

Reid Johnson, Bill Maher, Dave Pratt, Jim Wisler, Joe
Nijskens.

Okay. I know more people will come in.

All right. Mr. Hackamack. Mr. Hackamack? All right.

Maybe he left earlier than he said he had to leave.

Mr. Ridenour. Great. Mr. Ridenour, followed

by Mr. Tucker, followed by Mr. Bakker. Thank you.
please. Yes. Thanks for joining us.
MR. RIDENOUR, JR.: Good afternoon.

CHAIR MARCUS: Good afternoon.

MR. RIDENOUR, JR.: My name is Doug Ridenour,

Jr.

CHATIR MARCUS: Ridenour. I'm sorry.

MR. RIDENOUR, JR.: That's all right. I'm with

the Modesto Police Officers Association. Our association

is the association that covers 198 Modesto police

officers and detectives, so I appreciate the opportunity
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to talk.

Fortunately for us, all morning, we've got some
really good speakers, most of which are good friends of
ours, who did a really good job of providing a lot of
good information, so I'm actually not going to re-cover
that. You guys already have that information.

The fact of the matter is that anything that
affects our economy affects public safety and that's why
we're here. That's why we're here to talk about that.
Our fear i1s that anything that puts any type of
restriction on our economy trickles down to us. Right
now, we're down 30 officers. Right now, we have the
highest fatality rate of car accidents since the creation
of Modesto. We are having trouble with our public safety
here already, and anything that will come down the
trickle-down effect that will hurt our public safety is
going to hurt the public.

So, that's our stance on it. That's why we
support everybody here talking against this for right
now. I think there's different ways of dealing with it.
I think people need to get together and find a common
area, a more balanced approach. And, again, I'm not
going to go into everything that everybody has already
covered.

So, I appreciate the time and I appreciate you
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guys listening to everybody.

CHATIR MARCUS: No, thank you. Thank you for
your service.

MR. RIDENOUR, JR.: Thank you. Have a good
day.

(Applause.)

CHAIR MARCUS: Mr. Tucker, followed by
Mr. Bakker, followed by Mr. Crowell.

MR. TUCKER: Yeah, good afternoon. Greg
Tucker. I'm a full-time farmer. I have 20 acres. Well,
I have 23, but about 20 in almonds, and it's what I do.

About three years ago, I put in a $50,000
system, which is substantial for a little guy like me,
and I went to micro-sprinklers to try to reduce water for
the drought. But according to TID, under the proposal
put forth, we would have had no water the past two years.
And I've got trees out there that are three years old. I
wouldn't have been able to survive. I would have had to
put in a well. Right now, I guess there's a two-year
lead on well drillers because they're all backed up.
And, for me, it's just not an option.

I live in the Denair area, which has been hit
really hard. A lot of my neighbors' wells domestically
have gone dry. And, right now, I'm just hoping that my

domestic well will hold up. If this proposal goes
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through, I would have to sell my farm.

My grandmother graduated from Ceres High in
1929. So, I think that was the first class. Her picture
is still up in the high school library there. And my
mother grew up on a peach ranch on Hatch Road there.

They got a road named after her maiden name. But it
would be a shame to lose my farm, but I'm pretty sure
that's what would happen. I don't think I could afford a
$120-, $130,000 industrial well after I just got done
putting all the improvements in for our irrigation system
three years ago.

Thank you.

CHAIR MARCUS: Thank you, sir.

(Applause.)

CHAIR MARCUS: Mr. Bakker. Mr. Crowell, great.
Followed by Mr. (sic) Vanderstoel -- I think I'm saying
that right, Vanderstoel. And Ms. Bertia.

MR. CROWELL: Good afternoon, Board.

My name is Michael Crowell. I'm from Turlock,
within the TID area. My family came into the area about
the late 1890s. And my grandfather started irrigating in
1902. And we've been in the farming and dairy business
ever since.

And, so, I know a little bit about the

district. I served 16 years as a TID board member. So,
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I have some history in water. And I 1like history. I
really enjoy history.

I just want to say that, you know, the TID and
the Modesto Irrigation District were the earliest formed
district in the country, 1887. And then along came
Oakdale and Merced and South San Joaquin and so on. And
everything went pretty nice.

And then the federal government came and built
the CVP, Central Valley Project, and changed things quite
a lot. They basically did away with -- we talk about the
San Joaquin River, but there's really no such thing.
There's no water coming down the San Joaquin.

When you talk about salmon support, it's a
goner ever since the late 40s. And so, really, the
tributaries have been the producer of water for any
salmon on the so-called Tuolumne River.

After the CVP came in, and they were completed
sometime in the late 40s, then-Governor Jerry Brown's
father, Pat Brown, was responsible for building the State
Water Project. And that project, which is to send water
down the east -- or, pardon me, the west side of the
Valley, and on over the Tehachapis and into the
Los Angeles Basin and further on down into the San Diego
area.

My point being, I guess, in talking about this
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particular thing, really, it was the state project that
broke the back of the Delta system. That's when things
really went south, an overdraft was created by the state
by Governor Brown. Now, Governor Brown wants to fix it
on the back of these tributaries of which there is no
more San Joaquin River.

You know, the question is, is you folks have
these hearings as Phase 1. And, really, Phase 1 should
be the water rights hearing, which is Phase 2, because
you're not going to get any water from anywhere if you

can't get it from them according to water rights and

unless you're planning on changing water right laws. But

if you can't even change regulations regarding predatory
fish that are imported, you can't change water right
laws. I mean, how can you do that? It would be -- how

could that possibly be possible?

CHAIR MARCUS: Well, the water right proceeding

would be Phase 3 and it would proceed according to
seniority water rights law, which includes --

MR. CROWELL: Yeah, but I find that --

CHATIR MARCUS: -- public --

MR. CROWELL: I'm just saying that seems a bit
convoluted to me because why even talk to anybody if you
can't have their water. You know? I don't see how San

Francisco wants to give their water up to Los Angeles.
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You know?

CHATIR MARCUS: Yeah. That's actually not what
it's about. But, you're right, there is a lot of process
and procedure that would need to go forward --

MR. CROWELL: All I'm saying is, is my
viewpoint is, if you need more water, the first thing you
do is you shut off the junior water-right holder and see
what happens to the Delta. That would be, of course,
precipitous of the State Water Project. That being, I
would cut the pumps off right at Bakersfield and see how
much water you get in the Delta then.

CHAIR MARCUS: Yes. When we get to the water
rights allocation for Delta outflow --

MR. CROWELL: Yeah.

CHAIR MARCUS: -- it will be based on
seniority.

MR. CROWELL: I guess I'm just saying you're
putting the people through a lot of worry right now. And
unless you can change water rights in California -- and
it's not just California. Then we get into the fact that
as a property owner in Turlock, the land -- I don't own
the water rights, but my land does. And that land
is -- that's a property right. So, that makes it a
taking. You see? The federal courts --

CHAIR MARCUS: Yeah, I don't --

CALIFORNIA REPORTING, LLC
229 Napa Street, Rodeo, California 94572 (510) 224-4476

257



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

MR. CROWELL: -- won't go for taking.

CHATIR MARCUS: I actually don't want to get
into a legal argument with you about --

MR. CROWELL: Yeah.

CHAIR MARCUS: -- the public trust and how it
relates to water rights, but your time is up and I want
to get to some of these other people.

MR. CROWELL: Yeah. Well --

CHAIR MARCUS: I appreciate what you had to
say.

MR. CROWELL: Anyway, my viewpoint --

CHAIR MARCUS: It actually is helpful.

MR. CROWELL: -- 1is putting water rights at the
end of the proceedings is absolutely backwards because,
you know, there's no way you're ever getting water rights
from TID or San Francisco. I just don't see it. You
know? These are pre-1914 rights.

CHATR MARCUS: Correct. Correct.

MR. CROWELL: Thank you.

CHAIR MARCUS: Yeah. All are subject to public
trust, I hate to tell you.

(Applause.)

CHAIR MARCUS: Mr. Crowell. Oh, that was
Mr. Crowell.

Mr. Vanderstoel -- or Ms. Vanderstoel.
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Ms. Bertia. I'm sorry, I can't read it. Please correct
me.

MS. BERTIA: Hi. It's Christina Bertia.

CHAIR MARCUS: Thank you.

MS. BERTIA: I'm with Women Eco Artists
Dialogue. And I'm here to speak for the sturgeon since

they can't be here obviously to speak for themselves.

CHAIR MARCUS: No one has come to speak for the

sturgeon yet, so thank you.

MS. BERTIA: So I once made a 20-foot sturgeon
art piece for a show to remind us that they used to be
20-foot long and they used to weigh 2,000 pounds right
here in our Delta. And they're like a

240,000,000-year-old species that existed before the

dinosaurs. And they are actually still here with us, but

they're having a really hard time.

They're very sensitive to our pesticides and

our toxins. They bioaccumulate heavy metals because they

live to be over 100 years old. They're just amazing.
And they are very sensitive to oxygen levels and to
temperature. So, you know, when the algal blooms, it
really impacts them.

But the biggest problem that they have is that
they also go upstream to spawn just like salmon do, but

they can't get past the dams. There's dams everywhere
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where they would normally go to spawn. And, so, what
they're finding from current research is that they can
only reproduce in years when there are high flows. They
need heavy flows simply to reproduce, simply to be able
to spawn in the lower reaches of their rivers.

The reason is that they're -- because they're
sensitive to oxygen levels, they need a lot of flow
around the eggs, they need the flow to be clearing the
silt out of the gravel so that the eggs literally don't
smother, and they need that flow for the fry to be able
to go down stream, and they need floodplains for the fry
to be able to spend time and safety feeding and getting
larger. Because they do go out to the ocean just
like -- to the estuaries and the ocean just like the
salmon do.

So, they're really incredible. And you could
say, "Well, who cares?" You know? I'm here saying, yes,
let's maintain the flow you're recommending so that they
can continue to exist. Well, who cares? Well, we
actually should care because they're a key species that
maintains the ecosystem health of the whole Bay-Delta.
What they do is they control invasive species. They
especially eat the overbite clam, which is a problem.
And they bioturbate and oxygenate the sediment layer so

it keeps it alive instead of going anoxic and becoming a
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dead zone.

And, so, I submit that they have a right to
thrive and that -- just because of the services they
offer. And I hope that we will also serve the ecosystem
by maintaining heavy flows for them.

Thank you.

CHAIR MARCUS: Thank you. Thank you for
mentioning ecosystem. It's more complex than the
dialogue sometimes sounds on all sides, actually.

Next, we have Nina Gordon-Kirsch, followed by
Jessie Raeder, followed by Carol Fields.

MS. GORDON-KIRSCH: Hello.

CHATIR MARCUS: Hello.

MS. GORDON-KIRSCH: My name is Nina
Gordon-Kirsch. I'm from Berkeley, born and raised, and
got a degree in environmental science and then was
awarded a Fulbright scholarship to study in Israel and

Palestine.

I studied wastewater reuse and specifically for

the purpose of irrigation, and I ended up staying in
Israel for my Master's Degree to learn what they have to
say about using wastewater for irrigation.

I currently work in Oakland for Outward Bound
taking thousands of youth every year out on backpacking

trips, and I've seen firsthand the nature experiences
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that have caused transformation in our youth.

I also currently am in a relationship with
someone born and raised in Turlock, and it gives me a lot
of respect for the agriculture industry. And I currently
buy Gallo wine when I go to the grocery store, and have
now a personal connection to the Central Valley.

What I see here today is an opportunity for us,
everyone here, and the whole State of California to work
together to find more efficient use of our water
resources. On my Fulbright, I learned that Israel reuses
about 90 percent of their wastewater for irrigation. We
have an opportunity here in California to do that as
well. We currently use less than one percent.

If we have higher flow rates in our rivers,
then we'll be forced to look to other water
efficient -- efficiently use our water resources. It
will create new jobs for people like me who want to be
involved in California's water in the future.

I encourage you to require half the natural
flow from the Stanislaus, Tuolumne and Merced to get into
the Bay-Delta, and push our State of California to invest
in efficient irrigation and water recycling processes.

Thank you.

CHATIR MARCUS: Thank you very much.

(Applause.)
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CHAIR MARCUS: There's going to be a future in
diplomacy somewhere for you.

Jessie Raeder, followed by Ms. Fields, followed
by Reid Johnson.

MS. RAEDER: Hi. I'm Jessie Raeder. I am the
president of a coalition called SalmonAid. That's a
group to help salmon, not a salmon-flavored beverage. We
have a coalition of fishing groups, environmental groups,
tribes, and restaurants and chefs that are interested in
sustainable salmon in California, and I'm here today
mostly to represent my friends in the commercial fishing
and —-- the commercial and recreational fishing industries
and groups.

The fishing community, which has been a
significant economic driver in California, has been
devastated by what's been happening slowly over time to
the salmon populations due to our unsustainable water
diversions.

There used to be 10,000 commercial fishing
permits issued every year, and now it's less than 2,000.
In 2008 and 2009, the fisherman selflessly and willingly
agreed to cancel the fishing season entirely, canceling
2,000 jobs and causing a loss of a quarter billion
dollars in annual revenue all to protect the resource.

Respectfully, the agricultural community could
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and should be asked to put the public good first as well.
Of course, economic considerations are important. Today,
we keep hearing about the hurting economy in the Central
Valley. Given that this plan is not yet in place, I
would like to respectfully suggest that this plan maybe
isn't the problem and there are larger forces at play.

Regardless of this plan, agriculture is going
to be forced to work on better management,
water-efficient irrigation technologies and practices and
replacing lower value water-intensive crops with higher
value water-efficient crops. 1It's possible to grow more
food with less water.

In California, water is a public trust
resource, meaning it belongs to the people of California.
We can all agree, I think, that food grown for
Californians is a beneficial use of that water. I think
that's a harder argument to make when we're talking about
exports. And, currently, a lot of it is for export.

I think that Californians would agree that
preserving such a high-quality local protein like salmon
is a greater benefit than subsidizing corporations who
are growing almonds for export, especially in areas where
almond trees just aren't the most sustainable or suitable
Ccrop.

Is that my time?
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CHAIR MARCUS: Yup. So, you should wrap.

MS. RAEDER: I want to wrap up by saying that,
you know, your own scientists have suggested that
60 percent is what's needed to protect the resource. And
I know that we've entered this post-science post-fact
sort of era in the national scene, but I think that this
is California, we've heard a call from the governor that
California needs to be a stronghold of respecting
science, and so I ask you to do that today.

Thank you.

CHATIR MARCUS: Thank you very much.

Ms. Fields, followed by Mr. Johnson, followed
by Mr. Maher.

MS. FIELDS: Thank you for your work in damage
control of the ecosystem. What we're talking about is
just totally gigantic, so it's a very big job, and damage
control is what I think it is. And it's doing the best
with not too much to deal -- work with, which is what
everyone here is noticing: They don't have enough to
work with.

I want to present for food for thought a very
disturbing report, which I don't know if any of you have
read this report called, "Prolonged California Aridity
Linked to Climate Warming and Pacific Sea [Surface]

Temperature.'" This was published this year. And this
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notes that past drought -- there was a past drought here

of 5,000 years and another one of 300 years.

there, was a stopper.

But the fact is that that has happened,
occurred when there was warming.

to have been caused by the sun,

it was a warming period.
warming went away. And this
the Sierra and all the lakes

And, so, my point
bad place. And that was the

is we're next to the Pacific

That, right
and it
it seems

That warming,

or whatever i1t was, but

The droughts went away when the

has been shown by studies in
and so forth here.

is just we're kind of in a
bad news.

And the good news

Ocean, we have a lot of sun,

we could start using alternative energy like solar and

wind energy.

put floating wind turbines off our coast,

the wind blows all the time.
Navy family,
dock ships out there.
aircraft carrier doing desal

and solar,

We have one company now that has applied to

way out where

And since I come from a

I sure would like to see one of our big dry

I would love it i1if it was my dad's

out there powered by wind

offering energy and combatting global warming.

Thank you.

CHAIR MARCUS: Thank you.

(Applause.)

CHAIR MARCUS: Mr. Johnson, followed by
Mr. Maher, followed by Mr. Pratt.
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Mr. Johnson. Mr. Maher. There you go, right
there.

MR. MAHER: Good afternoon, Board members. My
name is Bill Maher. I'm a former member of the San
Francisco Board of Supervisors and a board member of the
Tuolumne Trust.

I want to preface my remarks by saying that
support for the Substitute Environmental Document does
not mean a lack of concern for our Central Valley fellow
Californians.

I'm not opposed to negotiations, as long as
those negotiations are timely and they maintain an
authentic balance of uses.

Population change and climate change are going
to be tremendous and scary changes to the Central Valley
no matter what we do. And we can try to allay them in
some ways, but they're going to happen. I think probably
the best thing we can doing for the Central Valley in a
lot of ways 1is advocate for significant state economic
support for them.

Whenever science leads to an unpalatable
choice, a common tactic is attack the science.
Cigarettes and smoking come to mind, sugar and diabetes,
global warming, and now water.

The SED has been subject to attacks before it
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was ever even put out, and they were organized and
strategic to say, “This is how we have to kill this thing
because we don't want it to happen.” It's good science.
It may have minor errors, everything does. But the
science 1is authentic and it's accurate.

You know, this Board has been accused of being
disinterested in Central Valley opinions, but you've met
with all their opinion leaders and now you've had three
meetings in the Central Valley, and I might add, not one
in the more populous Bay Area that might have a different
perspective.

I think the Central Valley has not been
ignored. I don't think their problems are going to go
away. I think they're real, but the solution is not to
destroy the rivers.

I just want to close by saying, if the
alternatives proposed different ways to make ado with
less water really worked, that would be fine, but they
haven't worked. So maybe what it is, it's time to pass
this, and then if the Central Valley can make them work,
you have flexibility in that plan to give them more water
as they demonstrate that it actually works.

Thank you very much for your time and God bless
you for your endurance.

(Applause.)
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CHAIR MARCUS: Thank you for joining us.
Mr. Pratt. We'll contact all these folks.

Mr. Wisler. Mr. Nijskens. Okay. I'm just
going to take a few more and then I'll move to the next
panel because we do have a lot of panels of very good
people. Milt Trieweiler, Kelly Covello, Katja Irvin.

MR. TRIEWEILER: Chair and Board members.

CHAIR MARCUS: It's Milt, sorry. Hi.

MR. TRIEWEILER: Go ahead?

CHAIR MARCUS: No, go ahead.

MR. TRIEWEILER: Oh.

Chair and Board members, I'm Milt Trieweiler.
I was born in Turlock. I live in Turlock. And we human
beings think we're pretty clever; in many ways, we are.
But what would you say about this: Here in California,
we've had five years of drought, we're going into our
sixth year of drought in the Central Valley. This year a
report came out on October 27th from the California
Department of Food and Agriculture. It tells us that
since June 1lst of last year another 77,000 acres of
almonds, new almond orchards, were planted. If we don't
have enough water for existing crops, is it wise to be
planting more acres of almonds?

This resource of water is needed for everyone

in the Valley. 1It's needed by the people living in the
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cities. It's needed by the farmers living on the farms.
And it's needed by the fish that live in the rivers.

We, the people, have caused this problem by
producing greenhouse gases that are causing our planet to
warm up. We cause this warming when we burn coal, oil,
and natural gas to produce electricity, heat, and run our
transportation. The kind of farms we really need here in
the Central Valley, the foothills of the Central Valley,

are solar farms and wind farms.

It's needed by our people living in -- we
cause this warming - okay —-- the kind of farms we really
need -- sorry.

The NASA weather model shows us that our Valley
droughts will only get progressively worse and worse. If
you go on NASA's website, you can see there, it's
demonstrated many times over and over, these droughts are
going to get worse and worse.

If we human beings really are clever, let's
begin planning for the future today by acknowledging that
global warming is a reality.

In Turlock, I save -- I use less water in
one year than many of the people in Turlock use in half a
month, two weeks.

Thank you.

CHAIR MARCUS: Thank you.
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(Applause.)

CHAIR MARCUS: Ms. Covello or Covello.

Tell me how to pronounce it.

MS. COVELLO: Hi. Thank you. My name is
Kelly Covello, president of the Almond Alliance of
California. Our association represents about 80 percent
of the industry based on volume.

And I just want to start out with a statistic.
We do contribute 104,000 jobs to the State of California
directly, 97,000 of which are right here in the Central
Valley where we're hit hardest with unemployment, which
you've heard a lot about those statistics today.

One thing I want to -- I've had to cut down my
comments quite a bit. But we've heard a lot today about
the need to balance the different priorities. And you
guys have a large task in front of you, and we understand
that. But I think in order to balance those priorities
you have to have accurate information to truly assess the
costs and the benefits of the decisions that you're
making. And there's been several speakers today that are
highlighting some of the economic flaws that they've
found. And I wanted to just bring to light two different
scenarios in Appendix G of the SED, looking at the ag
impact directly related to almonds.

So, Appendix G, there is analysis that says
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anywhere between 151 acres to 529 acres to 1,588 acres
could be lost under the three different alternatives.
What exactly this means is really vague. Is it lost
production, lost productivity, or something else? But
let's assume that these figures are correct, even though
they have been disputed by different water districts and
different counties. With capital investments of $25,000
per acre for almonds to get their orchards in place and
then go without income for several years, if you look at
the number 3 Alternative of 1588 acres, that's an impact
of $39,000,000 alone to the almond industry.
Additionally, there will be lost net income, land values,
and other economic multipliers in play.

Another statistic in the SED, Appendix G, is
the acreage assessments for MID and TID. They're based
on 2009, and 1991 to 2011 data respectfully. Given the
increase in acres of tree crops over the last ten years,
more current data should be used. We estimate that
there's a difference of 1350 acres alone in those two
irrigation districts.

And then, lastly, the report does not provide
the data used to determine the crop price. So, if you
are looking at crop prices from the 1990s, then you are
grossly underestimating the value of our crop.

So, given these concerns just with two
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irrigation districts, one crop, I think that there's a
lot of review that needs to happen on the economic
analysis so that you guys can make well informed
decisions.

Thank you.

CHATIR MARCUS: Thank you. Thanks for the
specifics.

(Applause.)

CHAIR MARCUS: Ms. Irvin. Okay. We'll get to
the next panel, which is Stanislaus and Tuolumne Rivers
Groundwater Basin Association, fifteen minutes.

And I do still need a speaker card for Panel
Number 5, which is the Stanislaus Regional Water
Authority and City of Turlock. We do need your card so
we know your speaker's name so we can make them name

plates, which is important for the webcast.

MR. WONG: Good afternoon, State Board members.

Welcome to Modesto.

CHATIR MARCUS: Thank you.

MR. WONG: My name is William Wong. I'm the
Engineering Division Manager for the City of Modesto.
But, here, I'm speaking on behalf of the seven member
agencies of the Stanislaus and Tuolumne Rivers
Groundwater Basin Association, who collectively manage

the groundwater in the Modesto Subbasin.
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MR. MOORE: Well, welcome, Mr. Wong. We got to
share a webinar together on recycled water in California,
and we shared that information with our counterparts from
Israel together. So, it's nice to see you in person.

MR. WONG: Nice to see you, too.

So, you know I'm all about water. And so,
hopefully -- it's tough to be after lunch, I know that
the speakers have some time, I'll try and be brief and
informative in this presentation.

A little about the Modesto Subbasin. It's part
of the larger San Joaquin Valley Groundwater Basin. It
is bounded by the Stanislaus River to the north, the San
Joaquin River to the west, the Tuolumne River to the
south, and the foothills to the east. It encompasses
approximately 250,000 acres, or 400 square miles, and
approximately 70 percent of this area is irrigated.

The Modesto Subbasin is also the water supply
for safe and reliable drinking water supply for over a