




MAIL FORM AND ATTACHMENTS TO: 
State Water Resources Control Board 

DIVISION OF WATER RIGHTS 
P.O. Box 2000, Sacramento, CA 95812-2000 

Tel: (916) 341-5300    Fax: (916) 341-5400 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights 

 

PETITION FOR CHANGE 
 

Separate petitions are required for each water right.  Mark all areas that apply to your proposed change(s).  Incomplete 
forms may not be accepted.  Location and area information must be provided on maps in accordance with established 

requirements. (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 715 et seq.)  Provide attachments if necessary. 
 
 Point of Diversion Point of Rediversion Place of Use Purpose of Use 
 Wat. Code, § 1701 Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 791(e) Wat. Code, § 1701 Wat. Code, § 1701 
 
 Distribution of Storage Temporary Urgency Instream Flow Dedication Waste Water 
 Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 791(e) Wat. Code, § 1435 Wat. Code, § 1707 Wat. Code, § 1211 
 
 Split Terms or Conditions Other 
 Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 836 Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 791(e) 
 
 Application Permit License Statement 
 
I (we) hereby petition for change(s) noted above and described as follows: 
 
Point of Diversion or Rediversion – Provide source name and identify points using both Public Land Survey System descriptions 
to ¼-¼ level and California Coordinate System (NAD 83). 
Present: 
 
Proposed: 
 
Place of Use – Identify area using Public Land Survey System descriptions to ¼-¼ level; for irrigation, list number of acres irrigated. 
Present: 
 
Proposed: 
 
Purpose of Use  
Present: 
 
Proposed: 
 
Split 
Provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers for all proposed water right holders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In addition, provide a separate sheet with a table describing how the water right will be split between the water right 
holders: for each party list amount by direct diversion and/or storage, season of diversion, maximum annual amount, 
maximum diversion to offstream storage, point(s) of diversion, place(s) of use, and purpose(s) of use.  Maps showing the 
point(s) of diversion and place of use for each party should be provided. 
 
Distribution of Storage 
Present: 
 
Proposed: 
 
 

Please indicate County where 
your project is located here: 

Merced/Mariposa

16186 12825 11395

No change requested

No change requested

No change requested
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Attachment No. 1 
to Petitions for Temporary Urgency Change 

Licenses 11395 and 11396  
held by Merced Irrigation District 

 
 
DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED TEMPORARY URGENCY CHANGE 
 

The Merced Irrigation District (District) is filing a Petition for Temporary Urgency 
Change (Petition) with the Division of Water Rights (Division) to request: 1) a change of the 
minimum instream flow requirement at Shaffer Bridge during April and May 2015 from an 
instantaneous flow of 60 cfs to an instantaneous flow of 40 cfs at Shaffer Bridge during this two-
month period, 2) allow for continued diversion and use of surface water by Lake Don Pedro 
Community Services District (LDPCSD) while storage in Lake McClure is less than the 
minimum pool requirement of 115,000 AF to meet health and safety needs, and 3) relief from 
providing an additional 12,500 AF in the month of October 2015 under the District’s Licenses 
11395 and 11396 (Applications 16186 and 16187, respectively).  This Petition accompanies 
coordination with other regulatory agencies, which includes requests for concurrence from: 1) 
the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) to reduce the minimum instream flow 
requirement and relief from the minimum pool requirement under the Agreement between the 
District and California Department of Fish and Game, dated October 8, 1959, 2) the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) for temporary relief under the District’s FERC license 
for its Merced River Hydroelectric Power Project minimum instream flow and minimum pool 
requirements, and 3) the Department of Water Resources (DWR) for temporary relief of the 
minimum pool requirement in the Davis-Grunsky Agreement between the District and DWR.   
 

The District’s water rights Licenses 11395 and 11396 were filed concurrently to expand 
the District’s original Exchequer Dam for both consumptive (Application 16186) and power 
(Application 16187) uses.  To satisfy protests by the California Department of Fish and Game, 
both Licenses include the following language: 
 

“This license is subject to the terms of provision 1, 2, 3, and 4 of the stipulation and 
agreement between Merced Irrigation District and California Department of Fish and Game, 
dated October 8, 1959 [(1959 Agreement)], and received into evidence as Fish and Game Exhibit 
1 in the hearing of applications 16186 and 16187.”  
 

These provisions of the 1959 Agreement are summarized as follows: 

I. Maintain a minimum flow of 20 cfs below Bagby Dam whenever more than 1/4 mile 
of Merced River is exposed within Exchequer Reservoir 

 
II. Maintain a minimum flow of 50 cfs below New Exchequer Dam at all times during a 

non-dry year and 25 cfs during a dry year, as defined in the Agreement 
 
 



Merced Irrigation District  
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III. Maintain the following minimum flows at Shaffer Bridge: 

Period Non-dry Year Dry Year 
June 1 through October 15 25 cfs 15 cfs 
October 16 through October 31 75 cfs 60 cfs 
November 1 through December 31 100 cfs 75 cfs 
January 1 through May 31 75 cfs 60 cfs 

IV. Water surface elevation shall be maintained as high as possible, consistent with the 
operational demand during April through October, and shall maintain minimum pools 
for operation of the project and maintenance of fish and wildlife: 

Bagby = 30,000 AF     Exchequer = 115,000 AF  Snelling = 20,000 AF 
 
 

In this Petition, the District makes three requests.  First, the District requests a relaxation 
of minimum flows at Shaffer Bridge under Provision III, Dry Year condition, to coincide with 
the relaxed flows requested from FERC.  Under this relaxation, MID requests that during April 
and May 2015, its compliance obligation at Shaffer Bridge be a 40 cfs instantaneous flow, rather 
than a 60 cfs instantaneous flow.   

 
Second, the District requests relief from providing a 12,500 AF pulse flow release during 

the month of October 2015.  The October release may be fully or partially implemented as 
agreed upon by DFW and the District if hydrology within the Merced River watershed and 
storage in Lake McClure improve by October 2015.   
 

Third, the District requests an exception to the minimum pool requirement at Lake 
McClure (New Exchequer Dam) under Provision IV, to allow continued water deliveries to 
LDPCSD required for public health and safety needs when storage in Lake McClure is less than 
115,000 AF.  LDPCSD is located adjacent to Lake Don Pedro, but receives its water supply from 
Lake McClure under the District’s License 11395.  Currently, Lake McClure is below the 
minimum pool requirement of 115,000 AF; and as of April 6, 2015, there is 93,658 AF in storage 
in Lake McClure.   
 
BACKGROUND 
 

The Merced Irrigation District is an irrigation district existing under the California 
Irrigation District law with the goal of providing irrigation services to approximately 2,200 
customers within its service area covering approximately 164,000 acres in eastern Merced 
County at the toe of westerly Sierra Nevada foothills.  Approximately 100,000 of those acres are 
irrigated with surface water provided by the District.  The District’s primary water source is Lake 
McClure, formed by the New Exchequer Dam on the Merced River, which has a capacity of 
approximately 1,024,000 AF at a normal maximum water surface elevation of 867 feet above 
mean sea level.  Immediately downstream of Lake McClure is the McSwain Dam and Reservoir, 
which has a capacity of approximately 9,700 AF. 
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The District operates its irrigation facilities, and makes minimum flow releases into the 
Merced River in accordance with water right licenses issued by the State Water Resources 
Control Board (SWRCB) as well as its license to operate its Merced River Hydroelectric Power 
Project issued by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC).  Additional background 
regarding hydrologic conditions and coordination with regulatory agencies relative to requests 
for modifications to other requirements are also identified below.   

 
Current Hydrologic Conditions 
 

Facing a fourth consecutive dry year, the last two years of which have been critically dry, 
the State of California, and the Merced River watershed in particular, remains in the midst of an 
unprecedented drought.  For the San Joaquin River Basin, DWR’s Bulletin 120 publication for 
April 1, 2015, Water Supply Conditions in California, identifies that Water Year 2015 is 
preliminarily classified as a critical year type according to the San Joaquin Valley Water Year 
Type Index (60-20-20).  In addition, Bulletin 120 indicates that the forecasted unimpaired runoff 
into Lake McClure at a 90% exceedance is 65,000 AF during April through July, as compared 
with an average of 636,000 AF; and for the entire 2015 Water Year, the forecast at a 90% 
exceedance is 131,000 AF, as compared with an average of 1,007,000 AF.  At a 50% 
exceedance, the unimpaired runoff forecast during April through July is 90,000 AF, or 14% of 
average; and the forecast for the 2015 Water Year is currently 156,000 AF, or 15% of average at 
a 50% exceedance.  However, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Association’s California 
Nevada River Forecast Center (CNRFC) indicates a less favorable forecast.  Table 1 below is the 
current exceedance forecast available from the CNRFC for the Merced River at New Exchequer 
Dam.  As indicated in the table, the April through July forecast at a 50% exceedance level is 
approximately 56,000 AF, and at a 90% exceedance forecast is approximately 40,200 AF. 

Table 1.  NOAA Monthly Volume Exceedance Values on the Merced - New Exchequer Dam 
Monthly Streamflow Volume (1000s of Acre-Feet) 

Prob Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct 
10% 25.1 46.7 22.1 6.5 2.8 1.8 5.2 
25% 23.1 31.3 13.5 4.5 2.1 1.2 2.7 
50% 21.1 21.7 9.4 3.8 1.6 0.7 1.5 
75% 20 14.9 7 2.8 1.1 0.5 0.8 
90% 19.6 12.8 5.3 2.5 0.8 0.4 0.5 

 
Avg 144.9 238.3 175.5 63.9 14.4 6.9 7.3 

MP/Avg 14.6 9.1 5.4 5.9 11.1 10.1 20.5 
Note: MP/Avg is the "Most Probable Monthly Value (50%)" divided by the "Monthly Avg" 
(displayed as a %) 

 
On January 17, 2014 Governor Brown proclaimed a State of Emergency to exist 

throughout the State of California due to severe drought conditions, and on April 25, 2014, he 
further proclaimed a Continued State of Emergency.  In addition to two drought declarations 
issued in 2014, Governor Brown has also issued Executive Order B-26-14 and Executive Order 
B-29-15.  The orders and provisions remain in full force and recognize the continued severe 
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drought conditions and the severe impacts throughout the State.  In Executive Order B-29-15, 
Governor Brown states, “a distinct possibility exists that the current drought will stretch into a 
fifth straight year in 2016 [and] new expedited actions are needed to reduce the harmful impacts 
from water shortages and other impacts of the drought.”  The changes proposed in this Petition 
are consistent with the Governor’s orders and provisions.  These proposed changes will assist in 
the District’s efforts to conserve upstream storage for a water supply to LDPCSD and support 
instream releases to the Merced River throughout 2015, and into 2016.   

 
In April 2014, the District petitioned for and received a Temporary Urgency Change 

Order approving a decrease in the minimum instream flow requirement and a reduction in the 
pool requirement from 115,000 AF to 85,000 AF.  The temporary reduction in the minimum pool 
requirement assisted in the District’s efforts optimize the benefits of its limited water supply.  
These changes initially conserved water in Lake McClure which provided additional flows 
during Spring 2014 for out-migrating fish, provided District customers with an additional, 
incremental surface water supply during the irrigation season, and provided fish species in the 
Merced River with cooler river water temperatures throughout the District’s irrigation season as 
compared to the condition absent the changes authorized by the SWRCB and other agencies.  
 

As of April 20, 2015, there is 97,642 AF in storage in Lake McClure.  LDPCSD is 
located adjacent to Lake Don Pedro, but receives its water supply from Lake McClure under the 
District’s License 11395.  Due to the current conditions, Lake McClure reached a record low 
level in February 2015.  Based on inflow since that time, including the forecasted inflow 
summarized above, the District estimates that Lake McClure will likely not receive enough 
inflow to attain the minimum pool requirement of 115,000 AF during 2015.  This has never 
happened since New Exchequer Dam was constructed in 1967.  Such drastic surface water 
shortages will have a variety of significant impacts for the growers in MID and the people of 
Merced County.  In accordance with the District’s water rights, agreements, and other regulatory 
requirements, the District is not authorized to withdrawal water from storage for consumptive 
use when Lake McClure is below the minimum pool requirement of 115,000 AF, including 
withdrawal for water deliveries to LDPCSD required to meet public health and safety needs.  
Thus, the District is submitting this Petition in order to provide for a continued supply to 
LDPCSD during the period when Lake McClure is at or below 115,000 AF. 

 
The temporary reduction in the minimum instream flow requirement and relief from the 

12,500 AF additional October release would allow the District, in coordination with DFW, to 
better manage the remaining supply within Lake McClure.  The objective of these changes is to 
maintain flow in the Merced River throughout 2015 and into 2016 if the drought conditions 
persist.  The proposed changes assist to mitigate the ongoing drought conditions within the 
Merced River watershed due to of the lack of surface water supplies.  In addition, the relief from 
the 12,500 AF October release is consistent with the District’s FERC License, which does not 
authorize releases other than minimum flows required pursuant to the FERC License when 
storage within Lake McClure is less than the minimum pool requirement of 115,000 AF. 
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District Actions in Response to Drought 
 

Following the period authorized by the SWRCB for the District’s 2014 Temporary 
Urgency Change Petition and in addition to the proposed changes, the District has made previous 
efforts to conserve water and best manage the storage in Lake McClure for multiple beneficial 
uses, including fish and wildlife.  The following were among the many efforts undertaken by the 
District: 

1. In October 2014, the District submitted a request to the Department of Water 
Resources (DWR) to reduce Davis-Grunsky flows in the Merced River between 
November 1, 2014 and March 31, 2015, along with a waiver to reduce or waive the 
2014 October Pulse flow. Ultimately, the District was not able to secure this request 
for relief. 

2. In late January 2015, the District renegotiated approval to reduce Davis-Grunsky 
flows with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and DWR for the 
winter of 2015. The District received approval on February 6, 2015, allowing flows at 
Shaffer Bridge to be reduced from a minimum of 180 cfs to a minimum of 100 cfs. 

3. The District has continued to diligently coordinate with Cowell Agreement Diverters 
and other water appropriators/riparian users on the Merced River.  As a result, the 
District has been providing irrigation personnel to coordinate planned diversions by 
these diverters and adjust releases from Lake McClure and Lake McSwain to the 
Merced River accordingly.  Coordination with these water users has been ongoing.  

4. The District’s Board has opted to allow the meager inflow to Lake McClure to be 
diverted to storage rather than allowing the inflow to bypass Lake McClure that could 
have been diverted downstream under the District’s pre-1914 water rights. On 
February 24, 2015, the District’s Board indicated that it expects no surface water 
diversions to the District’s landowners during 2015, unless significant changes in 
hydrology are realized at New Exchequer. 

Despite all efforts to conserve water in storage in Lake McClure, storage levels remain 
historically low and additional action is necessary to prevent Lake McClure from potentially 
reaching dead pool before the end of this year.  If the surface water elevation in Lake McClure 
was to be at or below the penstock to New Exchequer power plant, the Merced River 
downstream from New Exchequer Dam could go dry.    
 
CRITERIA FOR APPROVING TEMPORARY URGENCY CHANGE REQUESTS 
 

Water Code §1435(b) requires that the SWRCB make the following findings before 
approving of the District’s temporary urgency change requests: 

1. The permittee or licensee has an urgent need to make the proposed change. 
2. The proposed change may be made without injury to any other lawful user of water. 
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3. The proposed change may be made without unreasonable effect upon fish, wildlife, or 
other in-stream beneficial uses. 

4. The proposed change is in the public interest. 

The District’s proposed temporary urgency change addresses each of these required 
findings as identified below: 
 
1.  The permittee or licensee has an urgent need to make the proposed change. 
 

Water Code §1435(c) provides that an ‘urgent need’ exists when the SWRCB may, in its 
judgment, conclude that the proposed temporary change is necessary to further the constitutional 
policy that the water resources of the state be put to beneficial use to the fullest extent of which 
they are capable and that waste of water be prevented. 

 
An urgent need for the temporary changes exists in order to conserve critical storage in 

Lake McClure for use later in the year, and into next year if drought conditions persist.  The 
proposed changes are anticipated to assist the District in optimizing the available surface water 
supplies during the extreme dry conditions and conserve stored water in Lake McClure to 
provide instream flows and diversions to LDPCSD for public health and safety needs. 
 

LDPCSD has adopted Resolution 2015-15 which mandates a 50% water use reduction by 
all water users as compared to 2013 water use.  LDPCSD Resolution 2015-15 is enclosed.  This 
regulation adopted in March 2015, will ensure that water conservation is achieved consistently 
during the term of the approved petition.  In addition, LDPCSD initially adopted voluntary water 
conservation measures in February 2014, and as a result, total annual water consumption within 
LDPCSD was reduced by over 20% between 2013 and 2014.  Figure 1 is a graphic showing the 
LDPCSD Customer Usage Trend and percent reduction through February 2015 as compared to 
use since late 2013.  In an additional effort to conserve water supplies, all known leaks in the raw 
water transmission pipeline from Lake McClure to the LDPCSD Water Treatment Plant have 
been repaired as of December 31, 2014.  
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Figure 1.  LDPCSD Customer Usage Trend 

LDPCSD Resolution 2015-15 states, “it is estimated that the floating pump station will 
not be able to pump water when the water level in Lake McClure falls below 560 feet [which 
corresponds to approximately 38,600 AF in storage], and the quality of remaining water at any 
elevation below 580 feet [which corresponds to approximately 57,000 AF in storage] is unknown 
and questionable in its suitability for pumping, treatment, and use”.  As of April 20, 2015, the 
storage in Lake McClure is approximately 97,640 AF, which corresponds to a water surface 
elevation of approximately 613 feet above mean sea level (amsl).  As shown in Figure 2 and 
Figure 3, the water surface elevation reached a low of approximately 585 feet amsl in February 
2015.  
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Figure 2.  Lake McClure Water Surface Elevation (above mean sea level) 

 
Figure 3.  Lake McClure Storage 
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This requested relaxation to allow LDPCSD to continue diversions from Lake McClure 
while storage is below the minimum pool requirement is to immediately provide LDPCSD a 
solution to a potential drinking water shortage in its domestic water supplies.  Currently, 
LDPCSD does not have an alternate source of water.  Relief from the minimum instream flow 
requirement, including the 12,500 AF October release, should provide LDPCSD with continued 
access to a water supply from Lake McClure.  As mentioned above, this is consistent with the 
Governor’s Executive Order B-26-15.   
 
2.  The proposed change may be made without injury to any other lawful user of water. 
 

The proposed change of the minimum instream flow requirement at Shaffer Bridge 
during April and May 2015 from an instantaneous flow of 60 cfs to an an instantaneous flow of 
not less than 40 cfs at Shaffer Bridge during this two-month period will have minimal affect to 
any lawful user of water.  Shaffer Bridge is located approximately 23 miles downstream from the 
at the District’s McSwain Dam (a 9,000 AF afterbay to New Exchequer Dam).  Diversions 
through this 23-mile reach can result in fluctuations of Merced River flows, and as a result, the 
District has to release excess flow to meet the flows at Shaffer Bridge.  The proposed would 
allow the District to manage flows at Shaffer Bridge during April and May with greater 
flexibility, considering the potential fluctuations between McSwain Dam and Shaffer Bridge.  
The District proposes an instantaneous flow of not less than 40 cfs at Shaffer Bridge, to avoid 
injury to other legal users of water.  In addition, the District believes that the proposed relaxation 
of the minimum pool requirement to provide for continued diversions of water held in Lake 
McClure for use within LDPCSD will not injure other legal users of water.  The surface water 
proposed to be made available to LDPCSD by the temporary relaxation to the minimum pool 
requirement will assist to mitigate an emergency water supply condition affecting LDPCSD.  

 
3.  The proposed change may be made without unreasonable effect upon fish, wildlife, or other in-
stream beneficial uses. 
 

The requested temporary urgency change for reduced instream flow and relief from the 
12,500 AF October release are requested while the District is in coordination and consultation 
with DFW.  The intent of the changes are to conserve storage and allow the District to manage 
the minimal water supply within Lake McClure.  A letter of concurrence from DFW regarding 
the proposed changes is enclosed.  Figure 4 and Figure 5 depict estimated storage and water 
surface elevation, respectively, of Lake McClure under 90% and 99% exceedance forecasts with 
and without the relief from the 12,500 AF October pulse flow.  The 90% and 99% exceedance 
forecasts are based on information obtained from CNFRC, described above. 
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Figure 4.  Estimated Lake McClure Storage 

 
Figure 5.  Estimated Water Surface Elevation (above mean sea level) 
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4.  The proposed change is in the public interest. 
 

The proposed temporary urgency changes under the District’s Licenses 11395 and 11396 
have been developed in coordination with multiple agencies to maximize benefits of the 
District’s water supply while providing protection to fish in the Merced River.  The proposed 
reduced instream flow requirement, including the 12,500 AF October release, and the relaxed 
minimum pool requirement are intended to allow the District to maintain flow in the Merced 
River throughout 2015, and into 2016 if drought conditions persist.  These proposed changes are 
also intended to authorize continued diversions by LDPCSD from Lake McClure in order to 
meet minimum public health and safety needs.  These actions and benefits are consistent with 
and directed by the Governor’s Proclamations and Executive Orders.   
 
CONCLUSION 
 

The District is submitting this Petition for Temporary Urgency Change assist in 
mitigating record breaking drought conditions and severe impacts due to the lack of surface 
water supplies.  The actions being taken by the District, in consultation with DFW, are efforts to 
protect fish in the Merced River while providing a residential water supply to the LDPCSD 
community.  The District requests that the Division of Water Rights consider and act as quickly 
as possible in approving the District’s requested changes in order to manage the remaining water 
in storage within Lake McClure for instream flows and diversions by LDPCSD to meet health 
and safety needs.  
 
 
AB/jp 
5520\FINAL MID ATTACHMENT TO PETITITION FOR TUC UNDER A16186 A16187 04.21.2015.DOCX 
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State of California 
State Water Resources Control Board 

DIVISION OF WATER RIGHTS 
P.O. Box 2000, Sacramento, CA 95812-2000 

Tel: (916) 341-5300    Fax: (916) 341-5400 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights

ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION FOR PETITIONS 
This form is required for all petitions. 

Before the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) can approve a petition, the State Water 
Board must consider the information contained in an environmental document prepared in compliance with the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  This form is not a CEQA document.  If a CEQA document has 
not yet been prepared, a determination must be made of who is responsible for its preparation.  As the 
petitioner, you are responsible for all costs associated with the environmental evaluation and preparation of the 
required CEQA documents.  Please answer the following questions to the best of your ability and submit any 
studies that have been conducted regarding the environmental evaluation of your project.  If you need more 
space to completely answer the questions, please number and attach additional sheets. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED CHANGES OR WORK REMAINING TO BE COMPLETED 
For a petition for change, provide a description of the proposed changes to your project including, but not limited 
to, type of construction activity, structures existing or to be built, area to be graded or excavated, increase in 
water diversion and use (up to the amount authorized by the permit), changes in land use, and project 
operational changes, including changes in how the water will be used. For a petition for extension of time, 
provide a description of what work has been completed and what remains to be done.  Include in your 
description any of the above elements that will occur during the requested extension period. 

Insert the attachment number here, if applicable: 

See Attachment No. 1

1
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Coordination with Regional Water Quality Control Board 

For change petitions only, you must request consultation with the Regional Date of Request 
Water Quality Control Board regarding the potential effects of your proposed 
change on water quality and other instream beneficial uses. (Cal. Code Regs., 
tit. 23, § 794.)  In order to determine the appropriate office for consultation, see: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterboards_map.shtml.  Provide the 
date you submitted your request for consultation here, then provide the following 
information.

Will your project, during construction or operation, (1) generate waste or 
wastewater containing such things as sewage, industrial chemicals, metals, Yes No 
or agricultural chemicals, or (2) cause erosion, turbidity or sedimentation? 

Will a waste discharge permit be required for the project? Yes No 

If necessary, provide additional information below: 

Insert the attachment number here, if applicable: 

Local Permits 

For temporary transfers only, you must contact the board of supervisors for the Date of Contact 
county(ies) both for where you currently store or use water and where you propose 
to transfer the water. (Wat. Code § 1726.)  Provide the date you submitted 
your request for consultation here. 

For change petitions only, you should contact your local planning or public works department and provide the 
information below. 

Person Contacted: Date of Contact: 

Department: Phone Number: 

County Zoning Designation: 

Are any county permits required for your project? If yes, indicate type below. Yes No 

 Grading Permit Use Permit Watercourse Obstruction Permit 

 Change of Zoning General Plan Change Other (explain below) 

If applicable, have you obtained any of the permits listed above? If yes, provide copies.  Yes No 

If necessary, provide additional information below: 

Insert the attachment number here, if applicable: 

April 21, 2015

See Attachment No. 1
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Not Applicable
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Federal and State Permits 

Check any additional agencies that may require permits or other approvals for your project: 

 Regional Water Quality Control Board Department of Fish and Game 

 Dept of Water Resources, Division of Safety of Dams California Coastal Commission 

 State Reclamation Board U.S. Army Corps of Engineers U.S. Forest Service 

 Bureau of Land Management Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

 Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Have you obtained any of the permits listed above?  If yes, provide copies. Yes No 

For each agency from which a permit is required, provide the following information: 

 Agency Permit Type Person(s) Contacted Contact Date Phone Number 

If necessary, provide additional information below: 

Insert the attachment number here, if applicable: 

Construction or Grading Activity 

Does the project involve any construction or grading-related activity that has significantly Yes No 
altered or would significantly alter the bed, bank or riparian habitat of any stream or lake? 

If necessary, provide additional information below: 

Insert the attachment number here, if applicable: 

Not Applicable.

Not Applicable

Not Applicable

Not Applicable





Attachment No. 1 
to Environmental Information for 

Petition for Temporary Urgency Change to 
License 11395 (Application 16186)  

 
 
DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED TEMPORARY URGENCY CHANGES 
 

The Merced Irrigation District (District) is filing a Petition for Temporary Urgency 
Change (Petition) with the Division of Water Rights (Division) to request: 1) a change of the 
minimum instream flow requirement at Shaffer Bridge during April and May 2015 from an 
instantaneous flow of 60 cfs to an instantaneous flow of 40 cfs at Shaffer Bridge during this two-
month period, 2) allow for continued diversion and use of surface water by Lake Don Pedro 
Community Services District (LDPCSD) while storage in Lake McClure is less than the 
minimum pool requirement of 115,000 AF to meet health and safety needs, and 3) relief from 
providing an additional 12,500 AF in the month of October 2015 under the District’s Licenses 
11395 and 11396 (Applications 16186 and 16187, respectively).  This Petition accompanies 
coordination with other regulatory agencies, which includes requests for concurrence from: 1) 
the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) to reduce the minimum instream flow 
requirement and relief from the minimum pool requirement under the Agreement between the 
District and California Department of Fish and Game, dated October 8, 1959, 2) the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) for temporary relief under the District’s FERC license 
for its Merced River Hydroelectric Power Project minimum instream flow and minimum pool 
requirements, and 3) the Department of Water Resources (DWR) for temporary relief of the 
minimum pool requirement in the Davis-Grunsky Agreement between the District and DWR.   

 
 The Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (CVRWQCB) was contacted 
in order to discuss the proposed temporary water transfer under License 11395; however, we 
have not been able to discuss the Petition at this time.  Copies of this petition have been 
provided to Dean Marston (559-243-4005) of DFW and Matt Scroggins (559-445-6042) of the 
CVRWQCB Fresno Office.  
 
PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

Attached are photographs depicting the current reservoir conditions at Lake McClure.  
The existing facilities are well known and documented with the Division.  Therefore, 
photographs of these points of diversion and places of use are not included.   
 
MAPS 
 

The present points of diversion, points of rediversion, and places of use are shown on 
maps filed with the Division for License 11395.  
 
 
AB/jp 
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