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On October 14,2014, the State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Water Rights, issued a
Curtailment Order in the Matter of Diverson of Water from Deer Creek Tributary to the Sacramento River
in Tehema County (Curtailment Order). The Curtailment Order was inadvertently assigned order number
OrderWR 2014-0029-DWR, which had previously been assigned to an unrelated order dated September
24. 2014.

The order number for the Curtailment Order is corrected to Order WR 2014-0031-DWR for all documents
related to or referencing the Curtailment Order.

Dated: March 6, 20'15

On December 15,2014, the Executive Director of the State Water Resources Control Board issued an
Order Approving Stipulation and Cease and Desist Order in the Matter of Unauthorized Diversion and
Vjolation of Emergency Regulations for Curtailment of Diversions Due to lnsufficient Flow for Specific
Fisheries by Stanford Vana Ranch lrrigation Company, Order WR 2014-0090-EXEC. Order WR 2014-
0090-EXEC and the underlying Stipulation reference Curtailment Order WR 2014-0029-DWR
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BACKGROUND  

 

1. On April 25, 2014, Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. issued an executive order to strengthen 

the state’s ability to manage water and habitat effectively in drought conditions and called on 

all Californians to redouble their efforts to conserve water. The executive order finds that 

the continuous severe drought conditions present urgent challenges across the state including 

water shortages for municipal water use and for agricultural production, increased wildfire 

activity, degraded habitat for fish and wildlife, threat of saltwater contamination, and 

additional water scarcity if drought conditions continue into 2015. 

 
2. The executive order refers to the Governor’s Proclamation No. 1 -17-2014, issued on 

January 17, 2014, declaring a drought State of Emergency to exist in California due to severe 

drought conditions. The January Proclamation notes that the state is experiencing record dry 

conditions.  Since January, state water officials indicate that reservoirs and rainfall totals 

remain critically low.  This follows two other dry or below average years, leaving reservoir 

storage at alarmingly low levels.  The January Proclamation finds that dry conditions and 

lack of precipitation present urgent problems to drinking water supplies and cultivation of 

crops, which put farmer’s long-term investments at risk. These conditions also threaten the 

survival and recovery of fish, wildlife, and plant that rely on California’s rivers, including 

many species in danger of, or threatened with, extinction. The January Proclamation also 

calls on all Californians to reduce their water usage by 20%. 

 

3. On May 27, 2014, the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) issued a 

“Notice of Unavailability of Water and Immediate Curtailment for Those Diverting Water in 

the Sacramento River Watershed with a Post-1914 Appropriative Right.”  Based upon the  

reservoir storage and inflow projections, along with forecasts for future precipitation events, 

the State Water Board determined the existing water supply in the Sacramento River 

watershed (including Deer Creek) is insufficient to meet the needs of all water rights holders. 

With the notice, the State Water Board notified all holders of post-1914 appropriative water 

rights within the Sacramento River watershed of the need to immediately stop diverting under 

their post-1914 water rights, with some minor exceptions for non-consumptive diversions. 

The condition of curtailment will continue until water conditions improve.  Approximately 














