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January 25, 2009 
 
Members of the Board 
State Water Resources Control Board 
1001 I Street, 25th Floor 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
Re: Resolution No. 2009-0042 
 USTCF Task Force – Final Report 
 
Members of the Board: 
 
As required by Resolution 2009-0042, this Task Force was formed to respond to a sudden 
Underground Storage Tank Cleanup Fund (USTCF) cash shortage and to make 
recommendations for improvements to administrative procedures.  Members of the Task Force 
were selected by ballot at a meeting convened by the SWRCB, with members selected from the 
regulated community, regulatory agencies, environmental service providers, and the 
environmental advocacy community. 
 
This letter transmits the Task Force’s Final Report.  The report contains recommendations for 
process or structural improvement that the Task Force believes will restore the USTCF to its 
intended purpose – a reliable and responsive cost reimbursement program.  The report also 
describes a number of constraints and external pressures over which the USTCF has no 
control.  The Task Force understands that some of these externalities are being examined by 
others.  We support this examination and ask that the SWRCB do all in its power to facilitate 
systemic change in these other areas. 
 
The Task Force would like to take the opportunity to thank USTCF staff and the SWRCB for 
interim actions – process and program changes that have already begun to alleviate some of 
the symptoms of the crisis that arose in late 2008.  These accomplishments noted, the effect of 
the USTCF upset continues to be felt by site owners, their vendors and other stakeholders.  
Program and process improvement must continue until these effects are fully resolved. 
 
Finally, we recommend that the Task Force meet again following the completion of the auditor’s 
report.  We understand that the report is expected in March 2010.   
 
The members of the Task Force very much appreciate the opportunity to serve the SWRCB in 
this important undertaking. 
 
Most sincerely, 

 

Markus B. Niebanck, PG 
DFA USTCF Task Force Chair 
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