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SUBJECT:
2008 Colorado River Basin, Regional Water Quality Control Board Integrated Report
DISCUSSION:
The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Colorado River Basin Region (Regional Board) is charged by the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act with the protection of water quality for waters within the Region.  The Regional Board is also responsible for implementing provisions and pollution control requirements that the federal Clean Water Act (CWA) specifies for surface waters of the United States.  The Regional Board’s Water Quality Control Plan (hereinafter “Basin Plan”) identifies all waters in the Region and establishes water quality standards (WQSs) for those waters.  WQSs consist of limits or levels of water quality constituents or characteristics that are established for the reasonable protection of the beneficial uses of a water body.
Every two years, the State of California is required by federal CWA Section 303(d) and Title 40, Code of Federal Regulations (CFRs) Section 130.7 to develop and submit to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) for approval a list of polluted waters or water quality limited (or impaired) segments (distinct portions of rivers, streams, lakes, ocean waters, etc.).  This list is commonly referred to as the "303(d) List" or the "List of Impaired Waters.”
The Regional Board’s 303(d) List is reviewed and updated as necessary and is subject to the approval of the State Water Resources Control Board (State Board) and the USEPA.  The Regional Board’s 303(d) List was last updated in 2006, approved by the State Board that same year, and approved by the USEPA in 2007.
CWA Section 305(b) requires states to submit to USEPA for approval a report assessing statewide surface water quality.  The updated 303(d) List when combined with the Surface Water Quality Assessment (305(b) Report) is referred to as an “Integrated Report” for the Region.
In December 2006, Regional Board staff solicited the public to submit any and all water quality data and information to be considered in preparation of the 2008 Integrated Report-List of Impaired Waters and Surface Water Quality Assessment [303(d)/305(b)].  This solicitation set a data submittal deadline of February 28, 2007.  On January 30, 2007, staff transmitted a second notice clarifying that there were no limits on the type or format of data and information that the public could provide to the Water Boards for their assessment.
Regional Board staff reviewed the data and comments submitted by stakeholders and reviewed existing and readily available water quality-related data according to Listing Policy requirements.  Based on that review, staff prepared a list of proposed additions, deletions or modifications to the Region’s 303(d) List.  In a Public Notice, dated November 26, 2008, staff notified interested persons and potentially affected parties of these proposed revisions.  The Public Notice also stated the Regional Board’s intent to conduct a public hearing on January 22, 2009 to:  (a) receive and consider written and oral testimony on the matter, (b) adopt the proposed revisions to the Region’s 303(d) List, and (c) conclude the 2008 assessment cycle.
Based on data and comments received from stakeholders [update/revise as necessary if no comments/data received] and based on data collected and assessed by Regional Board staff, staff is proposing that the Regional Board update its 303(d) List, and submit the updated 2008 303(d) List to the State Board for approval.  The State Board, in turn, will compile the 303(d) Lists submitted by all of the regional boards into a statewide list and consider it for adoption.  Following the State Board’s adoption of a statewide 303(d) List, the 2008 303(d)/305(b) Integrated Report will be prepared by State Board staff based on the information submitted in this report and similar information prepared by all of the other regional boards.  The Integrated Report will then be submitted to the USEPA for review and approval.  All of the assessments completed for the preparation of the updated 2008 303(d) List will be included in the Integrated Report, and will be used to determine which category to assign assessed water bodies.
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