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2002 303(d) List Update

Reflerence #17

Richard Gienger

Box 283, Whitethorn
<rgrocks@humboldt.net>
California 95589
707-923-2931

Fax: 9234210

15 May 2001

Matt St. John :

5550 Skylane Boulevard, Suite A
Santa Rosa, California 95403
<StioM@rbl.swrcb.ca.gov>
707--570-3762, Fax: 528-0135

Dear Matt St. John:

Once again, I am nominating Usal Creek in Northwest Mendocino
County for addition to the list of waterbodies impaired by excessive sediment
under Section 303(d) of the Federal Clean Water Act. Usal Creek has been well
known for many vears as having excessive fine sediments. It also has had a
record of declining populations of Coho Salmon and Steethead. Persons who
could confirm this, and with documentation, include Weldon Jones (707-468-1368
~ 'retired' DF&G), Jon Ambrose (707-575-6050 -- NMFS & former G-P Fisheries
Biologist), and Gary Flosi (707-725-1072 — DF&G/ CCC Restoration Expert).

I am attaching just a few documents that should confirm Usal's impaired
status for excessive sediment. Included is a photo of the Soldier Creek Slide
which overwhelmed Soldier Creek, the North Fork Usal Creek from the
confluence of Soldier Creek to the confluence of the South Fork, and the
Mainstem to the Pacific Ocean. Heavy tractor logging impacts from the last 50
years combine with earlier impacts, and current impacts, to give Usal Creek
elevated levels of fine sediments significantly and adversely effecting the
beneficial uses of water, especially listed salmonids.

During the public review and comment period I hope to have some
exhaustive documentation of the extensive adverse Cumulative Watershed
Effects in the Usal Creek Watershed. The condition of Usal Creek requires an
effective and thorough recovery plan, and implementation of that plan, that
meets the intent of the Clean Water Act and section 303(d).

Sincerely, 2( |
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PAGE  B2/88

Craig Anthony, Deputy Director | Page 3
THPF 1-87-130 MEN 4.28.97

Debris slide slopes are noted within the headwall regions of drainages. These slopes are generally more
than 65% and exhibit soil creep and past surficial mass wasting as debris slides. The debris slide slopes
are within cable yarding units with either seed tree removal or shielterwood removal siivicuitural
prescriptions. The geologic maps by Kelley (1984) are included as part of the THP on pages 73-75.

REVIEW TEAM QUESTIONS AND OBSERVATIONS:

4. Evaluate road construction in unstable areas, ANSWER: Two areas are described in the THP

with road construction in unstabie areas, Map Points *m® and Road segment 2. These two areas were
evaluated.

Map Point “m" - The RPF describes an existing road with about one-guarter of the road width removed
by an old slide and material has also slumped from the bank ahove, The old road was constructed
across slopes inclined more than 85%. The spails from this road construction were pushed off the edge
of the full bench road segment. This perched sidecast failed as a debris slide removing all the
vegetation on the slope and farming a pond in the Class || watercourse channel 1200 feet below the
road. This debris slide is 120 feet wide below the road, however, sidecast fallures that did not travel
down the entire slope continue for another 180 feet. A total of 300 feet of old sidecast failed below this
segment of road. The slide is visible on the 1972 aerial photographs as a bare siope, suggesting the
ruad und slide are more than 25 years old. The 1993 cglor aerial photographs illustrate the depositional
zone in the lower half the slide had revegetated but the upper portion remained bare. The upper slope
only suppuits vccasional Douglas fir seedlings and brush, because the s0il was removed and only
angular sandsione talus remains.

The 20 to 40-foot high cutbank exposes highly fractured hard sandstone that forms a talus that is
covering about half the road bed. Presently, the ruad would be 12 10 14 feet wide if the cutbank talus is
removed. An old bem is visible ¢n the outside edge of the road along the entire 300 feet of road. Signs
of surface crosion are not present along the road, indicating the sandstune bedivck is permeable and
runoff drains through the road. A

The RPF agreed to leave the berm on the outside edge of the road. Waterbreaks will be instalied at
either end of the 300-foot section of road.  Talus sitting on the road will be endhauled or incorporated
into the roadbed. This segment of road has been marked with special flagging.

Road Segment “2" (Alse Know as Map Point 2) (THP pages 11 and 44) - A new road is proposed
over the top of the slide far a linear distance of about 500 feet. This proposal is & medification to Option
#2 in the geologic review of THF 1-95-486 MEN Amendment #3 (Bawcom, 1898). The road is proposed
to pass aver the top of the landslide abave the break in the slope, roughly following an existing stablo
skidtrail opened for access in early 1997. The road gradient will vary between 10 and 14% with a read
width of 18-feet plus 3 feet for an inside ditch.

~ Buning the field evaluation of the Soldier Creek Lardslide in January 1987, DMG reviewed the idea of a
new road crossing above the landslide. A verbal suggestion was made by DMG that the segment of
road crossing directly above the scarp of the slide is daylighted rather than construct a through cut road
segment. The road engineer completed a topographic survey of the area and provided a construction
diagram and profile of the entire segment of proposed read. This construction diagram will be made part
of the plan as Page 22.1 revised on 4-28-87 as recommended by DMG. The road engineer took DMG's
suggestion, daylighting the fill slope where the road crossed about the ¢enter of the slide for a distance of
14U teet, The road was slope staked and again evaluated in the field with the road engineer ancd the
logging supervisor during this PHI,
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| Stresm Y Tvibutary Upper Linit Soonrces - Comments Survey
{RM=river mile) Species of Run’ Rzferences / Lates *
/ Run {(RM=river mile) Pers. comm.
VJatkass Creck COH BEM-? Mumphy COH and SH were present. 1948
T2IN, R19W, Sec_ | '
SH PM-1.5 Grass Personal observation juvenile SE were present. 1963-1570
Jones 1983 & Parsonal observations: good habitat for SH was found, 1983
1987 Electrofishing n 1983 & 1987 found juvenile SH. 1987
Griftn, Salomnone | Stream Survey: jnvenile SHwere presert. 1688
& Long
Noith Forz Jackass | SH RM-2 Jones Survey: Good habital was found 13 the North Fork for salmonids. 1983
Creek Agpears ideal Fabitat far COH bu: found only juvenile SH.
T2IN, R13W, :
Seco Harns Survey: facep!ate snofkel survey found only juventle SH They were 1998
present in multiple year classcs.
Ezst Branch SH RM-7 Jones Personal abservations: juvenile SH were present in tte mouth of the 1933
Nerth Fork siream. :
Jackass Creek
Little Jackass Cr. None RM- Janes 1985 Etectrafished: hut found no tish. This strzam appears to have good fish 1935
T2IN, RI8W, Sec. 7 hatitat.
Usal Creek SH RM-6.0 Chert & Griffin Stream inwentory: Chiest & Griffin reported SH prescat in the drainape. | (978
23N, I8W, Sec. 22 1979 -
Moore 1981 Meno: Moore rzported to COF, a barrier some 50 feet high, to 1981
RiM-6.8 anajremous fisl life.
Coyle, Messman, Electrofished: 9 sites, iound juvenle SH 36,0] 1 ft abyve the mouth. 1993

Prepared by Weldou Jones
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Stream { Tribatary Upper Limit Sources Comments Snrvey
{RM=viver mil¢) Spedics of Run? References / Dates
/ Rim (RM=river mile) Pers. comm.
South Fork Usal COH up to Julias GP {993 Etectrofished: juvenile CH were present, {only one year class of the 1987, 1993
Creek Creck RM-1.5 three was present). :
2IN, 18W, Sec.22 | SH RM-30 Cherr & Griffin SH were present. 1079
9% .
Jones 1987 Electrofished found juvensle SH. 1987
Electrofished captured only juvenile SH, Young of year age size, 1993
yearling age size, and yesrling + age size fich.
Mesman & Electrofished; 2 sites, fouad juvenile $H 9,194 feet upstream. 9957
Hiczethier
Julios Creek SH RM-10 Jones 19867 Electro’ished: In 1937, canght puvenile SH; young of the year and 1987
T23N, I8W, ' yearling + age sizcd fish.
Sec.24 .
: Mesman, & Hectrodished: found juvenile SH 4, 237 feet upstrcans. 1995
Young
Soldier Creek SH RM-1.7 Mesman & Electrofished: 2 sites, found juvenile S up to 8,943 feet ipstream. 1995
T23IN, RI8W, Sec. Young
14 :
Little Bear Creek SH RM- 243 feet Mesman & Electrofished: [ site, founc juvenile SH 2437 fzet upstreamn. 1995
T2IN, RIRW, Jec. Young
il
Bear Creek SH RM-559 feet Meszan & Electralished: 1 site, found juvesile SH 559 feet upstream. 1795 |
T23N, R 8W, Sec. Yourg :
1
Chimney Rack SH RM-12 Coyle & Young Eiectrofished: | site, found juvenile SH present. 1995
Creek :
T23N, R 8W, Sec.
4
Prevened by Weldon Jores Page 3 of 180 NMFS Drafi 1700
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-Section IV: Cumulative Impacts Assessment

SECTION IV - CUMULATIVE IMPACTS ASSESSMENT

1. The assessment areas of the various resources deseribed in item 4 below that may be affected by the
proposed harvest contain the following past (up o ten years old), present, and reasonably foreseeabls futurs
projects. All THPs listed are in Mendocino County.

Yardmg _
THP number Method Silviculturs Completion and stocking status

04-130 Tractot Skelterwood removal cut, Harvest operations completed,
Clearcut stocking report not yet filed.

91-322 Tractor-Cable : Clearcut Coropleted

91-234 Tractor Selection, Alternative, ' Completzd

Shelterwood removal cut

80-536 - Tractor - Overstory removal, Thinning Completed

90-123 Tractor -Cable Shelterwood removal cut Compieted

86.449 Tractor -Cable Shelterwood rcmoval cut, Cuwpleted
Clearcut

Planning is underway to correct erosion damage and reduce potertial future adverse impacts to the watershed
resource by reroutng a segment of the main haul road off of a slide at the top of the Soldier Creek watershed
(the “WREF” Road in the southesst yuarter of section one, township 23 north, range 18 west, MDB&M).

A small portion of the watershed west of the county road is held by the Trust for Public Land and is managed
for recreational and wilderness values.

Instream habitat improvements injtiated in 1986 are present in Seoldier Creek within the harvest area. Pools
have formed from artificial placements of large woody debris.

2. Yes there are continuing, significant adverse impacts from past land use activities that may add to the
impacts of the proposed harvest.

This area was adversely impacted by logging activities that occurred pnor to the implementation of the Forest
Practice Act ot 1973, This was an era noted for a much higher level of environmental impacts than occur
under current rules. During that time, much of the laudscape was impacted, first by the removal of most of
the large old trees in the lower portion of the watershed in the 1890 to 1510 period foilowed by slash
burning. Most of the large old trees in the rewainder of the wartershed were removed in the 19505 and 1960s
using large tractors on steep slopes. Field observations reveal that large amounts of soil and debris were
deposited into the watercourses by these activities. Most of the remaining large trees throughout the
watershed and younger trees in the southem parr of the watershed were removed in the 1970s and 19%0s
using cable yarding techniques in the steeper areas. There is potential for continuing effects on the watershed
and biological resources.

However, it is important to bear in mind that significant changes occurring with the passage of time bave
mitigated the impacts of these earlier previous harvests to a large extent. These areas have become
reforested. Stream restoration and enhancement work has resultsd in improved spawning access and
enhaucement of rearing habitat.

Soldier Creek TTIP
20
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Average McNeil Sediment Samples (eight samples)
Campbell Timberland Management, Fort Bragg, CA
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Gecrgia-Pacific West, Inc, Forl Bragg, CA
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Average McNeil Sediment Samples (elght samples)
Geargla-Pacific Wast, Inc. Fort Bregg, CA

Sample Location: South Fork Usal Creek
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Esiimated Aqualic Vericbrata Populations. Geoigia-Paciic West, Inc. Fort Bragg, CA
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Sample Locatlon: Soldier Creek {USAB}

Estirnaled Aqualic Verlebratz Populations. Georgia-Pasific ¥Wesl, Inc. Fort Eragg, CA

Date: 570409
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Estimated Aquallc Veitebrale Populations. Georgia-Pacitic West, inc. -ont Bragg CA

Sample Location: Soldier Creok (USA2)
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Cstimated Aquatic Vertabiate FPapuistions, The Timker Ccmf)any. Fort Bragg, CA
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Estimated Aquati: Vsriebrale Populaticns. Campbell Timbedand Mgt., Fort Bragg, CA
Sample |ccalion: Soldlar Creek (LS4 3)
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