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SNz make news—
“Get names, lots

Tl M - - - £ 2. . -
And, I've always heeded that bit of information—‘"Names mzake news.”
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Jways fascinated me, especially

1o f o ; - . - . .
L5 ovigin of the name? Who gave it that name? And possibly, if you had the time to dizg
lecp cnough you could uncover en
T, . .
ways hOPQd that someone, someday would produce a tabulatien or index of
salifornia mames, and their meanings—and early this year, there was an answer to that hope.
‘The number will serve as a key - - - E

have o

G. Gudde's boolt, “Cali-
;rmelncc Names,” came .into__
wing, produccd ong of the finest
qablcstions of iis kmc.’.. The o‘ooh__
s not oy aceurate, mforma.hvg,
Zucatienal end historical — it 1s
mlertaining. .

Printed by the Uuivers.lty.of
=lifornia Press, the pubhgaho}m
overs a wide scope. Gudde h_sts it
s a “Contribution of the Univer-
ity of California to the Ccn?enm?l
selebrations of the Siate of Cali-
brnia, 1948, 1949, 1930.” And 2
penderful contribution it is.
I#Local names,”.says a quotation
n the early pages of the book from
isaac Taylor, “—whether they b.e—
ong to provinces, cities, apd Vl‘x-}
ages, or arc¢ the designations of;
vivers and mountains — are never:
nere arbitarary sounds, devoid of.:
neaning. They may always be re-.
tarded as records of the past, In—
viting and rewarding a careful
historical interpretation.” .
‘ 1.was particularly interested in
Bumboldt county names, an d
wme time ago compiled a partial
list of county names, but never
pontinued the project. I find that
Gudde has many of those names in
his book, their sources and thelr
meanings, as well as their pro-
guqciation,

BOOX RECOMMENDED
§ For anyone interested in Cali-
ferniana — or Humboldtiana (pos-
sibly bad useagd in the Iatter), I
would like to recommend this book
Bs a definite “must” for their book~
Bielves. 1t may be obtained
WOU_gh local bookshops or from.
lhe University of California Press.
¢ Tt has been a task in itself to
Pick out many of the following
gﬁ:‘:‘ which My, Gudde has com~
Mea ol‘n ixs_boolc: to give you an
Writh t‘h“c‘-ai.hx:@s been done, along
L have Cfe that he has compiled,
S o added many frgn my
bﬂhed -s°‘! ical references, from the,
b o States Coast Pilet, counly

key, those names defined .
Quddc are listed with a’
- €xample: Arcata (12).,
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Wit EE @ Q’\/ .{L\L@iﬂ.@li@{ _ngE ¢, Named for an Army oificer k\ii]-':’(‘:
, : ) in action in World War 1.
i T o ?‘- . . Ericelond (40): Named for Jor
™ 7.0 ; Y ‘ ¢ Named for Jonn
U'K}im \8&‘2{ J.V/.EL&EE:}] .C. Bricelund native of Virginia,
. wito about-1839 bought a rarnch on
° whick prasent town is developed
3 " 3 Sodeve.oped.
1 mymatymm Postoffice listed i :
4 6 . ( Wollice Iisted in 1892, H
.EA.J@ Lo b @aﬁs Eull Creels Flat (44): So named

because in the early 1850's India
Sstole a bull frora a white settd
ncar Briceland, slaughtered it &%
the creek, and were killed by sei-
ters in retalistion,

Dridgeville (40): So named bo-
‘cause of its location at the bridyge
‘over the Van Duzen river,

. Erothers (41): Group of barc
‘rocks located south of Cape Men-
IcIocino.

_ H Typm HeeA 4.0y, T .
of Gregg party was mangleq by a !'Cal,ilt“‘;:c I]-;O“guh(x:z)'w{\n‘gmedt fu':
wounded grizzly in January, 1850. ll Hun"bolc.it E’q . lA ‘_.“ C:.C‘C(‘

Bear Per Flat: Mountairous lo~j o o0 oo 2y on April 9, 1350, as

sear ben ’ B i nd oilicer of the Laura Vir-
cation in Northern Humboldt., |2in‘xa and later becam i
sources which I have sudvlicd or Bear Rocii: Rocky area 10‘:?““3@1“'ﬂenty}lumboldt citizen ¢ & bromi-
obtained from other quarters are: Jouthern Humbeldi. t Bucksport (42): \'a%ed for Da
onmaarhed. - | Beatrice(2: Theoriginal name, ;4" A" Bucke formoitv o'fl\-‘f:

Corrections or improvements onj Salmon Creels, was changed to the iy 2 member oA’““':“.G N
prezent name to honor Mrs. Ee- | Py Jo Oy W€ ress pars

definitions, spelling, sources, ete, ty cf 184 vn lai it i
atrice White, the first postmaster‘! v of 1840, Town laid out in 1

1999

old aper on which I was lea
of tham, and you'il always come out on ton
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ning lie news-game
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; ‘ : Mames have
place names. Why was a place cailed what it was? _ What was

dless veams of copy.

o the page in the book, where the
definition may be found. Sources
from the United States Coust Piiol
will be found keyed “(cp)”. These,

831,
Bunler INIl: Hizh peak over—
e . looking Eel River Vailey, Jocated

‘ also wi . - & iver iley, located

;tate that ﬁh{: following list is farl c\i‘ghf;l ttlh: Faonsg,csmce was establish ' about six miles south of Ferndale.
rom complete. ) : e LooUs, ' Probably named afier Revolution~:
HUMBOLDT PLACE NAMES || Bella Vista: Located novth of AT~ o0 o choarer., - ;
!
I

on any of the foregoing will be:
more than welcome, We alsa will;

ARCATA jcata on the Redwood Highway, the' Runker il Gate: rnt""SCC[io"'l
Arcata (12): The town, an-off-| iname formerly pertained only toi a2t Bunier Hill \v'n‘c:n ]ca\;gs Fc*n‘-"
spring of the Humboldt boom ofl;the inn located there, Now used: g4 Peirciia ;oa;"for the Be‘a*
1850, was founded and named! }in refernce to the present residcn-; River ‘;ea‘ B : ca:
Whion Town some time before "tial area built up there in recent: < C.:XEIOTO CRECR
April 17 of that year by the Union! | years. ) ‘ ahoto © s eas ‘L .
Company. To avoid confusion withi f Benbow (28): Named in 1926 for! mijﬁgflgi‘:ﬂioﬁizié ?:21004'31\12;:_1
Uniontown in El Dorado, the namc: i the Benbow feaily, \x}/\ho establish-i Hun;'r;o‘.nd{ . . T
was changed to Arcata in 1360. In-! 'ed a summer resort there. ! o Ni oy, e
dian village on present Arcata site! | Derry’s Summit: Elevation 2871.} 0€(1:1a.;?nx;«e\121:3 c('latf\)v‘so\:}:ig}i i‘ :::\1'1\(::
was named “Kori.” High area located on Trinity high-. od eit'ne‘r lumb::r 201_ railroaé B iv
Arrow Tree: Old redwood tree; way west of Willow Creek. i ations oper-
located 2% miles from Trinidad | Big Flat (cp): A narrow strip! ooy Grant: Military post dure
Highway, 113 miles from Arcata., ;about‘two miles in length, 1°°at°d'.inn~ Inc:.i'm war's -“sI) )_rit‘{., >
Sacred Indian landmark. { ;seven miles northwestward of Pt'iatbme tin; to :q.ii"'c)"c}i t‘:"e Lo
Alderpoint: Settlement in South~| iDelgada on the coast. : ¢ 1o raiiroad staiion,

1 I% Camp Anderson: Bair's place cn
& Humboldt's mountain country. Big Dend: Located on the North |Redwood Greci, at one time serv-
Probably named for alder growth.: i¥ork of the Lel River, ahd in early |ing as 'mmem'y post and scene of
*  Arcata Bay (cp): Northern basin | idays scenz of an Indian war. |Inﬁdinn battles, ' :
in Humboldt Bay, about 3 miles{ Big Lageon: Body of fresh water| Camp Bauer: Logging camp neav
In diameter, with low, marshy limpounded by sand dunes, located [Korbel, Now parkbﬁx'fo:‘:’picnickha"
ghores, cut by many sloughs. One inorth of Patrick’s Point. Name de-dancing and recreation R
channel leads to old deserted Ar~ 'rived irom size of lagoon. (‘}umf) Bemis: Logsing camp lo-
cata channel and railroad wharf. ‘. Blocksburg (23): Named foricated in the Van 15117&1 countiy
Alliance: Small rural scttlement [Benjamin Blockburger, an 'immi-i]'n u ) A
located mnear Arcata. Origin of ‘grant of 1853 and participant inj Czinp Weeall: Lorated st moat
name not determined. i | Indian fighis, who established alol Fel River, Amevicanized ng
o BAYSIDE i fstcre at this place in 1872, Postol- 'name, applied o present settlem
Bayside (25): A convenient ifice listed as Blocksburgh i 1880. devoled to fizhing and :ﬁpo:'ts
name for a locality near a bay. ! Biue Lake (34): California maps {ivity, ' *
_Humboldt has a Bayside and a' lshow a number of “blues,” among  Cuinp Giizzly: Listed in maun-
bay. i 'them Biue Lake, probably so nam- tainous country on Metsker’'s Mag
Bald Mounfain: Promontory in ‘ed because of body of water of of Humboldt, B
eastern Humboldt with apparent: that color, Canon (33): Names ol crecks in
appearance of Dbaldness. - Bald Bluff Creek (34): Named for the Humboldt and Trinity countics are
Mountain Creek takes name from ‘bluffs in that arca. Used as an old- probably Amecrican 'rcnderin"s c-
" same. Indian fort was located at I'time campsite. Sp‘anis]f term. i -
Bald Mountain, and a war of two' | Blunt's Reef (33): The recef off Capeil Creck (33): Name is de-
days’ duration was fought there.i Canc Mendocino was discovered by vived from Indian village, n*.ci-.-'
i
]

e today,

Bear (23): Of the miaany hund-|; Vancouver but left nameless. In tioned by Heintrelman in 1838, 1.
reds of locations in California us-| 1841 Wilkes named it for Simon F. translates to “housc-pit.”
. ing the name “Bear,”. Humboldt{ Blunf, a midshipman on the USS Carlotla (36): When Northwes'-
has an ample share. Bear River.‘ Porpoise, Name was placed on map ern Pacific built in 1903, Jobn M.
so named because Lewis I:Z._Wood, by Coast Survey in 1850, ) St .
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