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California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Los Angeles Region

Santa Clara River Estuary Beach/Surfer's Knoll

Fecal and Total Coliform (Delisting)

Summary of Proposed Action

Santa Clara River Estuary Beach/Surfer's Knoll is a beach on the Ventura County coastline that extends from McGrath Beach to Peninsula Beach on the north. Santa Clara River Estuary Beach/Surfer's Knoll is proposed to be removed from the 2002 305(b) water quality assessment as it is fully supporting (not impaired) as it meets the Ocean Plan objective for fecal and total coliforms.  The beneficial use affected by this action is water contact recreation (REC-1).

Table 1. 303(d) Listing/TMDL Information

Waterbody Name
Santa Clara River Estuary Beach/Surfer's Knoll
Pollutants/Stressors
Fecal and Total Coliforms

Hydrologic Unit
403.11
Source(s)
Non-point sources

Total Waterbody Size
0.25 miles
TMDL Priority
Analytical Unit 23

Size Affected
0.25 miles
TMDL Start Date (Mo/Yr)
NA

Extent of Impairment
Entire beach
TMDL End Date (Mo/Yr)
NA

Watershed Characteristics

Santa Clara River Estuary Beach/Surfer's Knoll is a beach on the Ventura County coastline that extends from the McGrath Beach to Peninsula Beach on the north.  It is on the ocean side of the sand or beach.  The east side of the beach is the Santa Clara River Estuary. Santa Clara River Estuary Beach/Surfer's Knoll is south of the Ventura Harbor, in an urban watershed area, the city of San Buenaventura. 

Water Quality Objectives Now Attained.

Water Contact Recreation (REC-1)

The Basin Plan describes REC-1 as "Uses of water for recreational activities involving body contact with water, where ingestion of water is reasonably possible.  These uses include, but are not limited to, swimming, wading, water-skiing, skin and scuba diving, surfing, white water activities, fishing, or use of natural hot springs."

The Ocean Plan fecal coliform limit of 10% of the samples at 400 organisms/100 mL and total coliform limit of 20% of the samples at 1000 organisms/100 mL were met.

Beneficial Uses Affected

· Water Contact Recreation (REC-1)

Data Assessment

Table 2. Summary of Fecal Coliform for Santa Clara River Estuary Beach/Surfer's Knoll.

Dates of Sampling
7/98-10/00

Number of Samples (n)
102

Minimum Data Value
2 /100 mL

Maximum Data Value
231 /100 mL

Median Data Value
10 /100 mL

Arithmetic Mean Value
25 /100 mL

Standard Deviation
36 /100 mL

Percent above Objective
0% exceed 400/100 mL
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Table 3. Summary of Total Coliform for Santa Clara River Estuary Beach/Surfer's Knoll.

Dates of Sampling
7/98-10/00

Number of Samples (n)
102

Minimum Data Value
5 MPN/100 mL

Maximum Data Value
12997 MPN/100 mL

Median Data Value
115 MPN/100 mL

Arithmetic Mean Value
639 MPN/100 mL

Standard Deviation
1806 MPN/100 mL

Percent above Objective
15% exceed 1000/100 mL
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Potential Sources

NA

References

Basin Plan 1994

Ocean Plan 1997

Ventura County Environmental Health Division

California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Los Angeles Region

San Buenaventura Beach

Total Coliform

Summary of Proposed Action

San Buenaventura Beach is located just south of Seaside Park, and the Ventura River. San Buenaventura Beach is proposed to be listed in the 2002 305(b) water quality assessment as not supporting (impaired) due to exceedance of the total coliform objective.  The beneficial use affected by this impairment is water contact recreation (REC-1).

Table 1. 303(d) Listing/TMDL Information

Waterbody Name
San Buenaventura Beach
Pollutants/Stressors
Total Coliform

Hydrologic Unit
403.11
Source(s)
Non point sources

Total Waterbody Size
2 miles
TMDL Priority
Low

Size Affected
2 miles
TMDL Start Date (Mo/Yr)
2012

Extent of Impairment
Entire beach
TMDL End Date (Mo/Yr)
2014

Watershed Characteristics

San Buenaventura Beach is located just south of Seaside Park and the Ventura River.  The beach extends from Seaside Park at the end of Promenade Park to Marina Beach. The beach is in the City of San Buenaventura.  The area near it is urban.

Water Quality Objectives Not Attained.

Water Contact Recreation (REC-1)

The Basin Plan describes REC-1 as "Uses of water for recreational activities involving body contact with water, where ingestion of water is reasonably possible.  These uses include, but are not limited to, swimming, wading, water-skiing, skin and scuba diving, surfing, white water activities, fishing, or use of natural hot springs."

The Ocean Plan total coliform limit of 20% of the samples above 1000 organisms/100 mL was exceeded.

Beneficial Uses Affected
· Water Contact Recreation (REC-1)

Data Assessment

Table 2. Summary of Total Coliform Data for San Buenaventura Beach

Dates of Sampling
10/98-9/00

Number of Samples (n)
466

Minimum Data Value
10 /100 mL

Maximum Data Value
>24192 /100 mL

Median Data Value
157 /100 mL

Arithmetic Mean Value
27 /100 mL

Standard Deviation
6724 /100 mL

Percent above Objective
22.7% exceed 1000/100 mL
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Potential Sources

Possible sources include non-point sources.

References

Region 4 1994 Basin Plan

Watershed Management Initiative Chapter

Ventura County Environmental Health Division
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