
ATTACHMENT :1

CALIFORNIA REG IONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD

COLORADO RIVER BASIN REGION

RESOLUTION ORDER NO. R7 -2007 -0039

A Resolution Amending the Water Quality Control Plan

of the Colorado River Basin Region to Establish the Total Maximum Daily Load

and Implementation Plan for
Bactenallndicators in the Coachella Valley Storm Water Channel

Riverside County I California

WHEREAS, The California Regional Water Quality Control Board. Colorado River Basin

Region (hereinafter Regional Board), finds that:

An updated Water Quality Control Plan for the Colorado River Basin (Basin Plan)
was adopted by the Regional Board on November 17, 1993, approved by the State

Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) on February 17, 1994, and
approved by the Office of Administrative law on August 3, 1994. This Basin Plan

includes amendments adopted by the Regional Board through October 2005.

2 Warm freshwater habitat (WARM), wildlife habitat (WILD), preservation of rare,
threatened, and endangered species (RARE), fresh water replenishment (FRSH),
water contact recreation (REC I), and non-contact recreation (REC II) are the

beneficial uses designated for the Coachella Valley Storm Water Channel.

3. The Basin Plan includes numeric bacteria water quality objectives, expressed as
E. coli and Enterococci bacterial indicators, to protect REC I and REC II benefICial

uses. Applicable Basin Plan objectives include general surface water objectives
for aU surface waters of the Region.

4, E. coli bacterial indicator water quality objectives are not being met in the

Coachella Valley StOrn1 Water Channel for the REC 1 beneficial use. Limited

available water quality data suggest urban runoff contributes to violations of the
water quality objectives. Other potential sources of bacterial indicators include,
natural background sources, agricultural runoff, bacteria re-growth, and septic
system discharges. However, the extent of their contributions is not known.

5. Pursuant to Section 303(d) of the Clean Water Act [42 U.S.C. § 1313(d)], the section
of the Coachella Valley Storm Water Channel from approximately Indio to the
Sa.lton Sea is listed as water quality impaired due to pathogens of unknown
sources. Section 303(d) of the Clean Water Act requires the establishment of a
Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for the impaired portion of the Coachella Valley

Storm Water Channel to ensure compliance with water quality standards.

6. Section 3O3(d} requires TMDl allocations among sources of pathogens to ensure

the TMDL is met and compliance with water quality standards is achieved according

to an imolementation olan and schedule.










