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What is SAFIT?

• Nonprofit public benefit corporation. 

• Primary mission is to promote 

standardized freshwater invertebrate 

taxonomy in support of aquatic 

ecosystem biotic assessments in the 

southwestern USA. 
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What is SAFIT?

• We are also charged with promoting:

–macroinvertebrate taxonomy and 

systematics.

–research, education, training and 

professional development of our 

membership.
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Why do we need SAFIT?
• Aquatic bioassessment is a primary tool of the 

regulatory agencies in measuring habitat health 

and water quality. 

• Comparisons between bioassessment datasets 

are not possible without standardization; without 

data standardization the data become subjective.

• Therefore, it is paramount that taxonomic 

practices are standardized as they apply to 

bioassessment. Actions based on biological data 

require standards of comparability and 

repeatability.  

www.safit.org



What region do we cover?

www.safit.org

• California

• Nevada

• Arizona 

• Utah 

• Portions of Colorado and New 

Mexico west of the Continental Divide



Who is SAFIT?

• . . . All the cool kids!

• Invertebrate taxonomists

• Invertebrate ecologists

• Biologists

• Agency staff

• Consultants

• Regulators

• Land use managers
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What does SAFIT membership offer?

• Taxonomic data standardization

• Training and Workshops

– Taxonomic  Workshops

– Procedural Workshops 

– Collecting Trips

• Information exchange 

– Website

– Email list

– Quarterly Newsletter

– Latest Literature Announcements 

– Employment and Business Opportunities

• Participation required or recommended for most California 

bioassessment work
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What does SAFIT provide to the 

Bioassessment Field?

• The SAFIT Standard Taxonomic Effort List

• SAFIT Rules for the Development and 
Maintenance of the Standard Taxonomic 
Effort List

• In development: Standard Operating 
Procedures for Macroinvertebrate 
Identification
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STE Rules



Master Source File
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Standard Taxonomic Effort List



Standard Taxonomic Effort List



Standard Taxonomic Effort List

www.safit.org

• STE is a dynamic document not an edict

• Changes

– Updates (new taxa, records, taxon changes)

– Corrections

• Data standardization and stability



What else is SAFIT working on?

• Standard operating procedures for 
invertebrate identification.

• New taxonomic workshops and identification 
materials and aids, including:

– Identification manuals,

– Literature sharing, and;

– Email list with taxonomic experts around the 
world.

• Centralized, verified reference collections.

• Taxonomic Libraries.
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So, SAFIT:

• . . . supports aquatic bioassessment efforts of 
regulatory agencies in measuring habitat health and 
water quality, though educating the people making 
your invertebrate identifications;  

• . . . standardizes taxonomic efforts so that 
bioassessment datasets are comparable and therefore 
useful across the southwest, and;

• . . .  reduces subjectivity and elevates the quality of 
benthic macroinvertebrate data.
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Thanks for listening!

Special thanks to the SAFIT membership, Jeff Adams, and SWAMP

To learn more or become a SAFIT member please visit our website:

www.safit.org


