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BackgroundBackground
Initiative #3: Develop Strong Water Initiative #3: Develop Strong Water 
Resource Management ProgramResource Management Program
–– Develop scientific expertiseDevelop scientific expertise
–– Enable DFG to compete with other water Enable DFG to compete with other water 

interestsinterests
Water Branch established in late 2007Water Branch established in late 2007
–– Mission: To fulfill our public trust responsibility to the StateMission: To fulfill our public trust responsibility to the State of of 

California by providing sound leadership in the balanced and California by providing sound leadership in the balanced and 
integrated management of California's water resources, for the integrated management of California's water resources, for the 
benefit of aquatic and terrestrial species and those habitats upbenefit of aquatic and terrestrial species and those habitats upon on 
which they dependwhich they depend..

Statewide Water Planning StrategyStatewide Water Planning Strategy
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Why was the WB created…

In February 2007, the Executive Management Team met to plan for and develop the Department’s priorities over the next four to ten years. One of the seven initiatives that came out of the meeting was the need to develop a strong water resources management effort within DFG. 

Water Branch established in 2007 and we are now staffing up and organizing how this program will operate and what the priorities will be.  

To that effort we are currently developing a statewide water planning strategy for the Department.



Water Branch
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Where does the WB fit into DFG…

Taken from the Director’s page of the DFG Website



Water BranchWater Branch

Water Branch
(Carl Wilcox)

Ecosystem Restoration Program
(Dave Zezulak)

Bay Delta Conservation Plan
(Scott Cantrell)

Statewide Water Planning
(Craig J. Wilson)

Management and Coordination

Planning and Implementation

OCAP  - SWP/CVP FERC

Water Quality

Water Rights

Instream Flow

Grant Management

Performance Measures
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What do we look like….

Under the ERP program DFG is responsible for ERP funded projects.  We work on Delta conservation planning and work with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and National Marine Fisheries Service to develop and implement the ERP strategy.

Staff within the BDCP program work with programs and agencies on the CVP to examine how to improve the design and operation of the State and Federal Water Projects over both the short term and the long term and implement a major program for restoring and managing habitats within the Delta. The BDCP is being closely coordinated with the Governor's Delta Vision Task Force. 

The Statewide Water Planning Program works to assist Regional and Branch efforts under these categories and helps to coordinate those efforts with implementing agencies.     



Water BranchWater Branch
Provide Support and Establish PolicyProvide Support and Establish Policy
–– GuidanceGuidance

Protests, complaints, enforcementProtests, complaints, enforcement
Identifying water quality problemsIdentifying water quality problems
Approaches for influencing waterApproaches for influencing water--related activitiesrelated activities
Conservation strategiesConservation strategies
Flow requirementsFlow requirements

–– CoordinationCoordination
CorrespondenceCorrespondence
Review/assistance with highReview/assistance with high--profile issuesprofile issues
Open lines of communication with other agenciesOpen lines of communication with other agencies

–– TrainingTraining
Water rightsWater rights
Water qualityWater quality
Instream flowInstream flow
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So what does the Water Branch do…..

The Water Branch helps to provide guidance with protests, complaints and enforcement.  We identify water quality problems and create approaches for influencing water-related activities, conservation strategy approaches, and flow requirements.  

Our role is to help coordinate correspondence, provide review/assistance with high-profile issues, establish contacts and open up lines of communication with other agencies (e.g. SWRCB/CalFed/DWR/DPR), and provide grant support and funding.

We also help to establish and provide training on water rights, water quality, instream flow, and other water related activities. 



Water BranchWater Branch 
Regional/Branch InteractionRegional/Branch Interaction

Establish Regional/Branch water prioritiesEstablish Regional/Branch water priorities
Communicate Regional/Branch prioritiesCommunicate Regional/Branch priorities
Identify stressorsIdentify stressors
Identify and support collaboration of Identify and support collaboration of 
related activitiesrelated activities
Increase efficiencyIncrease efficiency
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More specifically, and through the development of the Water Planning strategy, we are working internally with Regions and Branches to..



Current Water Branch InvolvementCurrent Water Branch Involvement
Water rightsWater rights
–– ProtestsProtests
–– ComplaintsComplaints
–– EnforcementEnforcement
–– DFG/SWRCB coordinationDFG/SWRCB coordination

Water qualityWater quality
–– Basin plansBasin plans
–– TMDLsTMDLs
–– Permits/Permits/WDRsWDRs

FERCFERC
Instream FlowInstream Flow
LSALSA
CEQACEQA
CESA/NCCPCESA/NCCP

BDCP BDCP 
ERPERP
F&G Code 5937F&G Code 5937
WetlandsWetlands
MonitoringMonitoring
ModelsModels
CA Water Plan (Bulletin CA Water Plan (Bulletin 
160)160)
–– IRWMPIRWMP
–– Flood ProtectionFlood Protection

CVPIACVPIA
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And here is a real brief look at some of the things we’re working on.  



Questions?Questions? 

Chad DibbleChad Dibble 
DFG DFG –– Water BranchWater Branch 

(916) 445(916) 445--12021202 
cdibble@dfg.ca.govcdibble@dfg.ca.gov

mailto:cdibble@dfg.ca.gov
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