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No Exposure Certification (NEC) Description 
A condition of “No Exposure” means that a Discharger’s industrial activities and materials are not 
exposed to storm water and none of the Industrial Materials or Activities will be exposed to 
precipitation in the foreseeable future. The NEC is a permit coverage type for the Statewide Industrial 
General Permit (IGP). NEC requirements can be found in the IGP1. 

NEC Coverage 
A Discharger must electronically certify and submit No Exposure Certification (NEC) Permit Registration 
Documents (PRDs) via State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) Storm Water Multi-
Application and Report Tracking System (SMARTS) to obtain NEC coverage.  A Discharger must maintain 
a condition of “No Exposure” at the facility for the conditional exclusion to remain applicable.  

NEC Annual Certification in SMARTS 
By October 1 of each reporting year, the Legally Responsible Person (LRP) must annually electronically 
re-certify the NEC via SMARTS demonstrating that the facility has been evaluated, and that none of the 
Industrial Materials or Activities are, or will be in the foreseeable future, exposed to precipitation. If 
conditions change resulting in the exposure of materials and activities to storm water, the LRP must 
electronically certify and submit PRDs via SMARTS for Notice of Intent (NOI) coverage under the 
Industrial General Permit (IGP).  

1. Please log into SMARTS: https://smarts.waterboards.ca.gov  
Please use SMARTS in Internet Explorer 11 
 

                                            
1 NOTE: Industrial General Permit link 

http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/stormwater/docs/industrial/2014indgenpermit/wqo2014_00
57_dwq_revmar2015.pdf 

 

https://smarts.waterboards.ca.gov/
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/stormwater/docs/industrial/2014indgenpermit/wqo2014_0057_dwq_revmar2015.pdf
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/stormwater/docs/industrial/2014indgenpermit/wqo2014_0057_dwq_revmar2015.pdf
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2. From the Main menu select “Recertification”: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. From the Recertification menu, select “Industrial”: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Select the WDID hyperlink to open the application for recertification2: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                            
2 NOTE: Only application(s) that are pending to be recertified will be displayed.  
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5. Review the NEC details, complete the checklist of 11 questions, and review the recertification 
statement. The LRP certifies and submits the NEC Recertification by selecting the check box, 
entering their password, answering a security question, then selecting the “Recertify ” button3: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                            
3 NOTE: If there is no eAuthorization form on file the recertification process cannot be complete. You while logged 

into SMARTS and going to the ‘update user profile’. From that screen you will see a link under your 
associated organizations to print this form. (you need one for every associated organization). 
It will need to be signed with blue ink and sent in to the address provided on the form. (original forms 
only) Once it has been received and processed, you will receive an e-mail confirmation that you can 
certify documents. 
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6. A confirmation screen will then confirm recertification  of the NEC  in SMARTS and you will able 

to print a copy for your records: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you forget to print and need a copy of the record it can also be found when viewing the NEC 
and selecting the “Print” tab: 
-SMARTS Main Menu 
-Industrial General Permit 
- Active NOIs, NECs 
-Select Application ID/ WDID hyperlink for facility 

 
You will be able to print4 current NEC which will have the date you completed recertification on 
the bottom: 

 

                                            
4 NOTE: If “Original NEC” is selected it will display the original submittal date of the first time the NEC application 
was accepted in SMARTS.  


