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The energy challenge facing California is real.  Every Californian needs to take immediate action to reduce energy consumption.
For a list of simple ways you can reduce demand and cut your energy costs, see our website at www.swrcb.ca.gov.




NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON STAY REQUESTS

The State Water Resources Control Board will hold a hearing to consider issuance of a stay on

Petitions of

County of Los Angeles and Los Angeles County Flood Control District et al.;

City of Artesia et al.; City of Arcadia et al.; 

Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation et al.; 

Playa Capital Company; and Western States Petroleum Association 

(Waste Discharge Requirements Order No. 01‑182 for Municipal Storm Water

and Urban Runoff Discharges [NPDES No. CAS004001]

within Los Angeles County, except for Long Beach):

Los Angeles Region.

SWRCB/OCC File No. A-1448

Monday, March 25, 2002, 10:00 a.m.

Metropolitan Water District of Los Angeles

700 North Alameda Street

Board Room, First Floor

Los Angeles, California

PURPOSE OF HEARING

The State Water Resources Control Board (State Board) has received requests from the City of Los Angeles and the Cities of Arcadia et al. to stay the effect of the municipal storm water permit for Los Angeles County pending resolution of the consolidated petitions on the merits.  The State Board will hold a hearing to consider issuance of a stay.

The purpose of this hearing is to receive any relevant testimony or evidence and to hear policy statements on whether to issue a stay in this matter.  The hearing will be limited to this purpose.  The bases for a stay will be limited to the submissions by the City of Los Angeles and the Cities of Arcadia et al.  A stay of the effect of the permit may be granted only if petitioners produce proof of (1) substantial harm to them or to the public interest if a stay in not granted, (2) a lack of substantial harm to other interested persons and to the public interest if a stay is granted, and (3) substantial questions of fact or law regarding the permit.  The hearing will be limited to this purpose.

The hearing will be held on Monday, March 25, 2002, at 10:00 a.m.  The hearing may be conducted by one State Board Member.  At the hearing, the State Board will receive oral and written testimony and policy statements on the issue described above.  All persons who wish to provide information relating to whether to stay the effect of the permit pending resolution of the petitions on the merits may submit policy statements.

HEARING PARTICIPATION

Participants at the hearing are either “parties” or “interested persons.”  Parties to the hearing may present evidence and are subject to cross-examination.  Parties may also cross-examine other parties’ witnesses.  Cross-examination is limited to testimony and evidence.

Parties and interested persons may present non-evidentiary policy statements.  Interested persons are not subject to cross-examination and may not cross-examine other parties.  Parties may be cross-examined only regarding evidence they submit and not policy statements.   Parties must clearly identify any portions of their presentations that are policy statements.  Policy statements may refer to evidence in the record and must be limited to five pages, double-spaced, with a font no smaller than 12.

The following participants are hereby designated as parties at the hearing:

1. All petitioners in SWRCB/OCC Files A-1448 et al.;

2. Natural Resources Defense Council, Santa Monica BayKeeper, and Heal the Bay;

3. Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board.

All other persons who wish to participate in the hearing as parties must request party status.  Requests must be submitted no later than 5:00 p.m. on March 13, 2002.  The submissions shall explain the basis for party status and why the existing parties do not adequately represent the person’s interests.  Persons or entities with similar interests are requested to select one representative to serve as a party on behalf of the group.  All designated parties must submit the following no later than 5:00 p.m. on March 20, 2002:  the evidence and exhibits that will be presented, a list of witnesses  and their full testimony to be presented, and references to evidence 

in the administrative record that should be considered by the State Board.  All submissions shall be made to:

Elizabeth M. Jennings, Esq.

Office of Chief Counsel

State Water Resources Control Board

1001 I Street, 22nd Floor [95814]

P.O. Box 100

Sacramento, CA 95812-0100

Email:  bjennings@exec.swrcb.ca.gov
The State Board will strictly enforce the deadlines, page limits, and limits on oral presentations and written submissions described herein.

Oral testimony that goes beyond the scope of written testimony will be excluded.  Parties who propose to offer expert testimony must include a statement of qualifications of the expert witness.  Parties must submit all documents to the State Board and must send one copy to each person at the address listed on attached pages to this notice.  Parties may make electronic submissions.  Interested persons may submit one copy of policy statements in advance to the State Board only.

HEARING PROCEDURES

To ensure that all participants have an opportunity to participate in the hearing, the following time limits will apply.  Each of the three parties listed above, and any other parties that are designated, will have a total of 30 minutes to present their testimony and policy statements.  Interested persons will have 3 minutes to present a policy statement.  Interested persons with similar concerns should participate in a joint presentation, and the State Board may limit such statements if they are repetitive.  Participants are requested to avoid redundant comments.  Additional time may be provided upon a showing that additional time is necessary.

The State Board will conduct the hearing in accordance with the State Board’s regulations governing adjudicative proceedings and the Administrative Procedure Act (APA).  The State Board’s regulations are in the California Code of Regulations, title 23, section 648 et seq. (http://www.calregs.com) or upon request.  The APA provisions are at California Government Code section 11400 et seq.  The hearing will not be conducted as a formal hearing under Chapter 5 of the Administrative Procedure Act (commencing at Government Code section 11500).

CLOSED SESSION

The State Water Board may meet in closed session to deliberate on a decision to be made based on evidence taken at the hearing, either immediately following the hearing or at a subsequent time. The closed session is authorized under Government Code section 11126, subdivision (c)(3). 

FURTHER ACTION ON THE STAY REQUEST

The State Board may act on the stay requests at a subsequent meeting, whose time and place will be publicized.  A draft decision will be circulated to the public, and the public will have an opportunity to comment on the draft decision prior to final State Board action.  The State Board will not allow the introduction of evidence or exhibits following the close of the hearing.

LOCATION AND ACCESSIBILITY

The Metopolitan Water District of Los Angeles is accessible to people with disabilities.  Public parking is available across the street from the building.  A map of the exact location is attached to this notice.

Individuals who require special accommodations are requested to contact Adrian Perez at (916) 341-5880 at least five (5) working days prior to the hearing.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS

Questions concerning the hearing may be addressed to Elizabeth Miller Jennings, Senior Staff Counsel IV at (916) 341-5175 or at bjennings@exec.swrcb.ca.gov.

/s/

Maureen Marché

Clerk to the Board

Dated:  March 7, 2002

Enclosures

Winston H. Hickox


Secretary for


Environmental


Protection
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Gray Davis


Governor
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