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Executive Office
1001 I Street, 25th Floor, Sacramento, California 95814

P.O. Box 100, Sacramento, California 95812-0100

(916) 341-5615  (  fax (916) 341-5621  (  www.swrcb.ca.gov
The energy challenge facing California is real.  Every Californian needs to take immediate action to reduce energy consumption.
For a list of simple ways you can reduce demand and cut your energy costs, see our website at www.swrcb.ca.gov.
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February 25, 2002

	Howard Gest, Esq.

Burhenn & Gest LLP

624 South Grand Avenue, Suite 2200

Los Angeles, CA 90017

Melissa A. Thorme, Esq.

Downey, Brand, Seymour & Rohwer

555 Capitol Mall, Tenth Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814-4686

Christopher M. Westhoff, Esq.

Assistant City Attorney

City of Los Angeles

1800 City Hall East

200 North Main Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Brian E. Wall, Esq.

Mayer, Brown & Platt

350 South Grand Avenue, Suite 2500

Los Angeles, CA 90071-1503

Paul N. Singarella, Esq.

Latham & Watkins

650 Town Center Drive, Suite 2000

Costa Mesa, CA 92626-1925
	
	Rufus C. Young, Jr., Esq.

Burke, Williams & Sorensen

611 West Sixth Street, Suite 2500

Los Angeles, CA 90017-3102

Richard Montevideo, Esq.

Rutan & Tucker

611 Anton Boulevard, 14th Floor

Costa Mesa, CA 92626-1998

John J. Harris, Esq.

Richards, Watson & Gershon

355 South Grand Avenue, 40th Floor

Los Angeles, CA 90071-3101

Mr. Dennis Dickerson

Executive Officer

Los Angeles Regional Water Quality

  Control Board

320 West 4th Street, Suite 200

Los Angeles, CA 90013

Ms. Heather Hoecherl

Natural Resources Defense Council

6310 San Vicente Boulevard, Suite 250

Los Angeles, CA 90048


Dear Messers. and Madams:

PETITIONS OF COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES AND LOS ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT ET AL.; CITY OF ARTESIA ET AL.; CITY OF ARCADIA ET AL.; LOS ANGELES COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION ET AL.; PLAYA CAPITAL COMPANY; AND WESTERN STATES PETROLEUM ASSOCIATION (WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS ORDER NO. 01‑82 FOR MUNICIPAL STORM WATER AND URBAN RUNOFF DISCHARGES [NPDES NO. CAS004001] WITHIN LOS ANGELES COUNTY, EXCEPT FOR LONG BEACH), LOS ANGELES REGION:  PROCEDURES AND ISSUES 

SWRCB/OCC FILE A-1448 
Thank you for participating in the February 19, 2002 meeting in which we discussed the petition process and the issues the State Water Resources Control Board (State Board) may address in an order on these petitions.  The purpose of this letter is to set forth the procedures discussed to simplify the petition process and to inform you of the issues that the State Board intends to focus on in drafting an order.

The State Board intention is not to address every contention raised in every petition filed.  All contentions that were properly raised (in compliance with State Board regulations), but which are not specifically addressed, will be dismissed without comment in the order.  The order will focus on the issues discussed below.  As indicated in our letter of February 5, 2002, Petitioners may amend petitions by February 25, 2002, in order to address the deficiencies noted therein.  Responses by the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) and interested persons are due on March 17, 2002.  The first two issues listed below are phrased differently than the contentions in the permits, and are being raised by the State Board itself.  Therefore, the petitioners, the Regional Board, and interested persons may all submit comments on these issues.  These comments are due on March 17, 2002.  We request that the responses be limited to the issues discussed below.  If, based on the submissions received by February 25, any additional issues are added to this list, you will be informed.

The petitioners agreed that they would not file responses to the responses.  In acknowledgment of that commitment, State Board staff agreed the draft order would be mailed out at least 30 days prior to the State Board workshop.  Comments will be due on the draft order approximately five days prior to the workshop.

The participants at the meeting agreed that submissions (including amendments to the petitions and responses) could be made electronically.  In order to accommodate that procedure, please send your email address to Elizabeth Miller Jennings at bjennings@exec.swrcb.ca.gov.  She will circulate a list of addresses to the group.

The following are the issues that the State Board intends to address in an order regarding these petitions:

· The receiving water limitations require compliance with water quality standards through an iterative process.  The State Board does not intend to address the language in the receiving water limitations, which it recently addressed in State Board Order WQ 2001-15, but it will address how the iterative process should be implemented, and how to determine compliance with the receiving water limitations.

· The permit contains many details that must be included in the Storm Water Quality Management Program.  An example is the requirements regarding placement of trash receptacles.  The State Board may address whether a municipal storm water permit should include such detailed and prescriptive requirements, or whether the permittees should have more flexibility in designing the program.

· The permit requires compliance with trash TMDLs that had not yet been promulgated when the permit was adopted.  The State Board may address whether the permit’s requirements are appropriate, or whether implementation of TMDLs should be addressed when the permit is modified or reissued.

· The propriety of requiring municipalities to conduct inspections and to take enforcement against facilities, and what specifically should be required.

· Were the costs of the municipal program considered and are they appropriate.

· The requirements regarding peak flow controls.

· The provisions regarding sanitary sewer overflows.

· Aspects of the SUSMP requirements that were not specifically approved in State Board Order WQ 2000-11 or are alleged to be at variance with that order.  These provisions are:  “environmentally sensitive areas,” the definition of “redevelopment,” “non-discretionary” projects, the allowance for “regional solutions,” requirements for retail gasoline outlets, and the updates of municipalities’ CEQA procedures and general plans.

If you have any questions about this letter or the petition process, please call Elizabeth Miller Jennings, Senior Staff Counsel, in the Office of Chief Counsel, at (916) 341-5175.

Sincerely,


Tom Howard for

Arthur G. Baggett, Jr.

Chair

cc:
See next page

	cc:
	Mr. Peter S. Silva, Board Member

State Water Resources Control Board

1001 I Street [95814]

P.O. Box 100

Sacramento, CA 95812-0100
	
	Elizabeth Miller Jennings, Esq.

Michael A.M. Lauffer, Esq.

Office of the Chief Counsel

State Water Resources Control Board

1001 I Street [95814]

P.O. Box 100

Sacramento, CA 95812-0100


Winston H. Hickox


Secretary for


Environmental


Protection
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Gray Davis


Governor
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