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REQUEST FOR EXTERNAL PEER REVIEWERS:
Proposed (1) Wetland Definition and (2) Wetland Delineation Method

This letter responds to your request for external scientific peer reviewers for the subject
noted above.Through a Cal/EPA Interagency Agreement with the University of
California, I requested the University to identify candidates it considered qualified to
perform this assignment. Your letter and attachments were provided.

The University communicated with candidates to determine interest and availability.
Each willing candidate was asked to complete a National Academy of Sciences-based
Conflict of Interest Disclosure form, and send it to me for review. I asked promising
candidates to affirm there was nothing in their background a) that might be reasonably
construed by others as affecting their judgment; and b) that might constitute an actual
or potential source of bias. They also were asked to affirm they would be able to
perform an objective and independent review.

I provided approved reviewers with the attached January 7, 2009, Supplement to our
peer review guidelines. The Supplement provides rules of conduct for both the
organization requesting the review and the reviewers, in part to ensure the review
process is kept confidential through its course. Reviewers' identities must be kept
confidential until the reviews have been received by the organization which
requested them. At that time, the reviews and r.eviewers' identities must be made
available to those submitting a written request for them.

The approved reviewers are identified below:

1. James D. Gregory, Ph.D.
Principal/Senior Scientist
Watershed Hydrology Consultants LLC
6301 Deerview Drive
Raleigh, NC 27606-8800
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[Professor Emeritus, Forestry, Watershed, and Wetlands Hydrology
Department of Forestry and Environmental Resources
North Carolina State University]

2. John S. Jacob, Ph.D.
Professor and Extension Environmental Quality Specialist
Director, Texas A & M University
1250 Bay Area Boulevard, Suite C
Houston, TX 77058 .

Telephone: (281) 218-0565
FAX: (281) 218-6352
Email: iiacob@tamu.edu

3. Denice H. Wardrop, Ph.D.
Associate Director, Penn State Cooperative Wetlands Center
216 Walker Building
University Park, PA 16802

Telephone: (814) 863-1005
FAX: (814) 863-7193
Email: dhw11 O@psu.edu

Curriculum Vitae are provided for the approved reviewers with this letter.

Please contact your reviewers right away telling them when you will transmit the
material. They have accepted the assignment based on the date of availability given in
your request letter. If preparation of the material is delayed, ask them if the new date is
acceptable, including me as a "cc." If subsequent delays occur, inform the reviewers
and me as soon as possible

Ask your reviewers if they would like to receive the material to be reviewed electronically
or as a hard copy, or both; and if the address given above is a preferred mailing address
for hard copies.

Provide a cover letter to initiate the review. Include with it your original request letter and
attachments.These were provided to them by the University during the solicitation
process, but may not be readily at hand. Inform the reviewers their review must:

(1) Follow the guidance provided in Attachment 2 to the original letter; and
(2) Address the topics listed in Attachment 2 in the order given, as expertise

allows.
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Revisions: If any part of the initial request has been revised, describe the·revisions in
your new cover letter, and stamp "REVISED" on each revised page.

Please send me an electronic copy of your cover letter to reviewers and an electronic·
copy of each review.

If I can provide additional assistance, please contact me at any time during the review
process.

Attachments ( 4)

cc: Elizabeth L. Haven, Assistant Deputy Director, Division of Water Quality
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