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January 05, 2012							 (Sent originally via email.)


Dear Reviewer,

CLARIFICATION REQUEST FROM REVIEWER AND STAFF RESPONSE

The following clarification was requested by one reviewer. I am reproducing it here for the benefit of all reviewers, together with a response provided by State Water Board staff responsible for the proposed UST policy.

Clarification requested :
 
"The second assertion relating to groundwater criteria is that:

2. The Policy requires a separation distance from the edge of a 
stabilized petroleum plume to an existing well that is more protective than Department of Water Resources (DWR) well standards. 

The only reference to DWR well standards is on page 4 of Attachment 5
and refers to setbacks between water supply wells and leach fields or
sanitary sewers.  I can find nothing on petroleum plumes.  Are there DWR standards for petroleum plumes or are they referring to the leachfield/sewer setbacks?"

Water Board staff response (note the response includes reference to the 82 page attachment provided below):
 
"Attached is a copy of the DWR well standards, setbacks are discussed on
page 12-13 of the document.  There are no specific requirements for
petroleum plumes.  It should be noted that the setbacks listed in the well standards are measured from a piece of equipment (i.e., sanitary sewer)
to a well.  The setbacks listed in the proposed UST low-threat closure 
policy are measured from the edge of a contaminant plume to a well.  
Using the edge of the contaminant plume as the place to measure the 
distance to a well is inherently more protective than the well standards."

If I can assist any reviewer by providing more clarification on this subject, or any others, please contact me right away.
 
Gerald W. Bowes, Ph.D.
Manager, Cal/EPA Scientific Peer Review Program
Office of Research, Planning and Performance
State Water Resources Control Board
1001 I Street
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sacramento, California  95814

Telephone:  (916) 341-5567
FAX:  (916) 341-5284
Email:  GBowes@waterboards.ca.gov
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