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SUMMARY OF RECENT WORK:

Dr. Ward is a Professor in the department of Agricultural Economics and Agricultural Business at New
Mexico State University. His recent work has looked at conservation and economically efficient use of
water resources with special emphasis on irrigated agriculture. It also includes policy planning, program
formulation for water resources development, analysis of water resource systems, and institutional
strengthening. Additional contributions to research and teaching lie in economic evaluation of policies
for development and allocation of water, including development of methods to conduct economic
appraisals; developing interdisciplinary approaches to analysis of water policy issues; concepts and
methods of valuing environmental water services. Dr. Ward has conducted integrated
hydrologic-agronomic-institutional-economic analyses to support sustainable water basin management
and policy analysis. His recent work on integrated river basin analysis has been applied to the Rio
Grande Basin of North America and to the Tigris-Euphrates, Jordan, Nilufer, Murray-Darling, Nile, and
Amu Darya. He has published extensively on water resources, including more than 50 peer-reviewed
journal articles in water resources systems analysis and policy, environmental management, and
irrigation economics. He has authored 2 books on the economics of natural resources and the
environment. He served as associate editor for Water Resources Research from 1991-2000 and the
Journal of Hydrology from 2008-2011. Selected recent research papers are posted at
http://agecon.nmsu.edu/fward/water/.
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Ward, F.A. and M. Pulido-Velazquez (2012) , Economic Costs of Sustaining Water Supplies: Findings from
the Rio Grande, Water Resources Management, 2012, forthcoming.

Ward, F. A. (2012), Cost Benefit and Water Resources Policy: A Survey, Water Policy, 14(2), 250-280.

Dagnino, M., and F. A. Ward (2012), Economics of Agricultural Water Conservation: Empirical Analysis
and Policy Implications, International Journal of Water Resources Development, in press.
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Ward, F.A. 2006. Environmental and Natural Resource Economics. Prentice-Hall.
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CONTRACTS AND GRANTS (since 2000)



Monitoring and Forecasting Climate, Water, and Land Use for Food Production in Irag, US Geological
Survey, 2011-13, $230,000 per year ($30,000 per year for NMSU); PI.

Monitoring and Forecasting Climate, Water, and Land Use for Food Production in Afghanistan, US
Geological Survey, 2008-13, $260,000 per year ($30,000 per year for NMSU); PI.

“Afghanistan Water, Agriculture, and Technology Transfer,” Funded by USAID for $20 million, 2008-11.
NMSU is lead institution. Partner institutions are Colorado State University, University of Illinois, and
Southern Illinois University; Co-Pl.

“Development of a Database for New Mexico Water Right Prices,” Funded by the New Mexico Water
Resources Research Institute, $30,000, 2008-09.

“Economically Sustainable Agricultural Water Conservation Policies in the Rio Grande Basin,” Funded by
U.S. Congress - Rio Grande Basin Initiative, for $200,000, 2004-07, PI.

“Economics of Agricultural Water Conservation Programs in the Colorado Basin, Texas,” Funded by the
City of San Antonio, TX, for $190,000, 2006-2008, PI.

“Institutional Barriers to Water Conservation in the Rio Grande Basin,” Funded by U.S. Congress - Rio
Grande Basin Initiative, for $180,000, 2001-04, PI.

Effects of Water Supply Adjustments on Farm Returns and Resource Use: Findings from the Rio Grande
Basin in Designing Federal Insurance Programs. Funded for $25,000 by USDA, 2002-04. PI

“Economic Efficiency Analysis for New Mexico State Parks,” funded for $75,000, 2002-04, by New
Mexico State Parks Department, PI.

“Visitor Preferences for New Mexico State Parks,” funded for $75,000, 2000-02; New Mexico State
Parks Department. PI.

“Development of a Procedure for Allocating Hatchery-Produced Rainbow Trout,” Funded for $57,000,
1998-2000, New Mexico Department of Game and Fish. PI.

“Institutional Adjustments for Coping with Prolonged and Severe Drought in the Rio Grande Basin,” US
Geological Survey, Funded for $790,000, 1996-2000 (with Colorado State University and Texas A&M
University). PI.
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