
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Statewide OWTS (Septics) Policy 
Staff Workshops 

Fall 2011 
 
 

AGENDA: 
 

1) Introduction 
2) Short Video 
3) Draft Policy Presentation  
4) Web Map Presentation  
5) Opportunity for Comment 

 
 
 

For Additional Information: 
www.waterboards.ca.gov/septictanks 

(916) 445 9187 

Comparison Table – The Old Version vs. The New Version 
 

State Water Board staff carefully evaluated the public comments received on the 2008 draft version of the regulations.  
The new draft policy provides a way to resolve OWTS related water quality issues without overburdening owners of 
functioning and properly sited septic systems, while still complying with the requirements of AB 885.  Below is a table 
with some of the more significant differences: 
 
 

 OLD Draft Regulations NEW Draft Policy 

Mandatory Solids 
Testing For Every Tank 

YES NO 

Mandatory Domestic 
Well Water Testing 

YES NO 

Requires Operating 
Manual Upon Property 

Sale 
YES NO 

Allows Local Programs 
For Local Conditions 

NO YES 

Estimated Cost Over 
10 Years to Most 
Existing Septic 

Owners* 

$1,000 $0 

*Tier 0 Systems (existing, functioning systems, not near impaired waters) 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 

Sign up for the OWTS electronic mail list:  
 

What is the electronic mail list? – The electronic 
mail list is used by State Water Board staff to send 
information to interested persons using email as 
opposed to resource intensive paper mailing.  This is 
the only way that the State Water Board will provide 
notice of upcoming meetings. Persons without access 
to email should call (916) 445-9187 and ask to be 
added to a hard-copy mailing list. 
 

1.) Go to the State Water Resources Control Board 
home page:  

www.waterboards.ca.gov 

2.) On the left side of the screen, in the blue sidebar 
area, there is a section titled RESOURCES.  Click on 
the first option titled Email Subscriptions. 

3.) Select State Water Resources Control Board at 
the top of the email subscription mailing list options. 

4.) Enter your Email Address in the first box, and Your 
Full Name in the second box. 

5.) Under Categories, select Water Quality. 

6.) Find Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems 
(OWTS) – Septic Systems and click the box next to it.  

7.) Scroll back to the top of the screen, and click on the 
Subscribe button. 

After you click the Subscribe button you will see a 
screen that says you have been subscribed to the 
mailing list.   
 
You will still need to confirm that you signed up by 
visiting your email account. 
 
An email with instructions for confirming the account will 
arrive in your inbox.  After you click the link to confirm 
you will receive another email saying that you have 
been subscribed to the mailing list.  This email will also 
provide instructions for unsubscribing from the list. 

TIER 0 

IF… 
� Existing system is in good 

working order. 
� System is not included in a 

TMDL implementation 
program. 

AND 
� System is more than 600 feet 

from specifically identified 
nitrate impaired water bodies 
and more than 100 feet from 
specifically identified 
pathogen impaired water 
bodies.  

 
No further action required until 
time for replacement, upgrade 
or system fails.  

TIER 1 

IF… 
� System is not yet installed. 
� OR system needs to be replaced. 

AND 
� Local agency does not have approved Tier 2 

Program. 
 
System must meet minimum Tier 1 requirements. 

TIER 2 

IF… 
� System is not yet installed. 
� OR system needs to be 

replaced. 
AND 

� Local agency has approved 
Tier 2 program. 

 
System must meet minimum 
requirements of Tier 2 Local 
Agency Management Program. 

TIER 3 

IF… 
� New or existing system is included in a TMDL 

implementation program. 
 
New or existing system must comply with TMDL 
implementation program. 
 
� OR where no TMDL is in place, and an existing system is 

located within 600 feet from a specifically identified nitrate 
impaired water body or within 100 feet from a specifically 
identified pathogen impaired water body. 

 
Existing system must meet Tier 3 Advanced Protection 
Management Program requirements within time frames 
specified in the proposed policy. 

 
� OR where no TMDL is in place, and new system is within 

600 feet of any nitrate or pathogen impaired water body.  
 
New system must meet Tier 3 Advanced Protection 
Management Program requirements specified in the 
proposed policy.   
 
See Section10 of the Proposed Policy for more details. 

TIER 4 

IF… 
� Existing system is failing. 
� Existing system is found to be 

polluting groundwater or 
surface water to a degree that 
affects its drinkability or other 
beneficial uses. 

 
System must be modified or 
upgraded as appropriate to the 
situation. 

What is a TMDL? 
TMDL stands for Total Maximum Daily Load and is 
basically a plan adopted by a Regional Water Board to 
limit pollutants reaching an impaired water body and 
return it to its full beneficial uses. 


