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                               Comment Letter OWTS Policy

Location             : Silverado Creek,  Cleveland National Forest, Orange County, Calif
Status of 
Silverado Creek :  a) An Impaired Water Body due to Nitrogen or Pathogens Indicators

        Subject to Tier 3 (Irvine Ranch Water Dist.  3-23-2012)
                              b) 7.3 Miles of Silverado Creek is Endangered Species Critical
                                  Habitat for the Arroyo Toad (Federal Register, FWS 2-9-11)

The Canyon Land Conservation Fund has 500 members along the western edge of the Cleveland 
National Forest in Orange County.  The CLCF is a 501 © 3 dedicated to preserving the last 
Natural Wild lands in Northeast Orange County.

The CLCF is 100% supportive of the Final Draft of the Water Quality Control Policy for
Siting, Design, Operation and Maintenance of OWTS.

Impaired Water is a huge problem here in Orange County from continual beach closures
to creeks in the county’s section of Cleveland National Forest.  

The details in Section 10 for Tier 3 insures current and future development does not increase 
pollution into our waterways.

Additionally, 7.3 miles of Silverado Creek in Orange County is Critical Habitat for the 
Federally Endangered Arroyo Toad.  Thus current and future development must also adhere to 
the following Federal Rules and Regulations relating to water resources :

“Threats impacting the physical and biological features essential to the conservation of 1.
the arroyo toad…include ..alteration due to short-and long term changes in river 
hydrology including.. water diversions” (Federal Register, FWS pages 52619 and 53620, 
Proposed Rules 10-13-11)

“Applications of the Adverse Modification Standard …(1) Actions that alter water           2.
            chemistry or temperature.  Such activities include but are not limited to : Release of  
            chemicals, biological pollutants or heated effluents into the surface water or into 
            groundwater at a point source or by dispersed release (non-point source).  These 
            activities can alter water conditions beyond the tolerances of the arroyo toad and
            result in direct or cumulative adverse effects to these individuals and their life 
            cycles” (Federal Register, FWS page 52638 Proposed Rules 10-13-11)

The Final Draft of the Water Quality Control Policy for Siting, Design, Operation and 
Maintenance of OWTS  will work in tandem with the Final FWS Rules and Regulations for 
Critical Habitat for  Arroyo Toad (FWS 10-13-2009 pages cited have been incorporated into the 2-
9-12 Final Rules/Regs) as a buffer to urbanization impacting the Cleveland National Forest.

Thank you, for allowing this public comment period.
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Ed Amador – President
Canyon Lands Conservation Fund
c/o Chay Peterson
PO Box 613
Silverado, Ca 92676

 

                             
















