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Dear Chair Doduc and Members of the Board'

RE: California Ocean Plan Amendments

The Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority (SA WPA) is pleased to provide comments on the
proposed amendments to the California Ocean Plan (COP). Our comments focus on Issue
10, Desalination Facilities and Brine Disposal, indicating our support for Alternative t.
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SA WP A owns, operates and maintains much of a 93-mile pipeline in the Santa Ana
Watershed referred to as the Santa Ana Regional Interceptor (SARI). The SARI System was
first envisioned in the early 1970's as a way to remove salt from the watershed and to collect
and transport non-reclaimable industrial brine that could not be effectively treated at local
treatment facilities. The SARI line stretches from the City of San Bernardino extending
through the Prado Basin and then connects downstream to Orange County Sanitation District
(OCSD) treatment facilities located in Huntington Beach. An additional leg of the SARI
System was constructed approximately five years ago up the Temescal Canyon allowing high
saline waters to be transported out of Eastern Municipal Water District. SARI flows are piped
under Prado Dam through Orange County to merge with wastewater at the OCSD Plant No.2
for secondary treatment and then ultimately discharged to the ocean.
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Since its construction, the SARI System plays a vital role in the overall salt management of
the watershed. Multiple desalination facilities have been constructed throughout the watershed
which desalt brackish groundwater and utilize the SARI line for brine disposal. These
desalination facilities are operated by several SA WP A member agencies such as: Western
Municipal Water District (WMWD), Eastern Municipal Water District (EMWD), Inland
Empire Utilities Agency (IEUA), as well as their sub-agencies. Region 8 RWQCB has
recognized the importance of the desalination facilities and brine line as stated in Chapter 7 of
their Basin Plan, "SA WP A plays a crucial role in the watershed in the implementation of the
Basin Plan through construction of physical facilities which are key parts of the Basin Plan's
strategy to address salt problems in the upper Santa Ana Basin."
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