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Ms. Song Her
Clerk to the Board, Executive Office | SWRCB EXECUTIVE
State Water Resources Control Board
P.O.Box 100

Sacramento, CA 95812-0100
Subject: Comment Letter — California Ocean Plan Amendment

Dear Ms. Her and Honorable Board:

On behalf of the City of Morro Bay, thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on
the Scoping Document for 2008 Amendments to the California Ocean Plan and Appendix
HI, Proposed Standard Monitoring Procedures (2008 Ocean Plan). These comments are
provided by staff at the City of Morro Bay and include a letter attachment from the City’s
technical consultant Douglas A. Coats, PhD, of Marine Research Specialists. The
comments are intended to address areas of concern contained in the project description
designated as having the highest priority for adoption. The proposed amendments could
impact City of Morro Bay’s ability to discharge to the ocean from the City’s wastewater
treatment plant, from the City’s desalinization plant, and raises considerable issues
related to the City’s storm water discharge and non point sources pollution programs.

City staff recommends the comment period be extended and the Board provide additional
outreach workshops to allow the City of Morro Bay and the small other coastal
communities throughout the State of California the opportunity to provide further
comments on the proposed amendments to the 2008 Ocean Plan. City staff is concerned
that the proposed amendments could have profound financial and operational
implications for the City of Morro Bay and other coastal communities throughout the
State.

The following comments provided by City staff are directed towards storm water
discharge and non-point source issues that are covered in the Project Description Issues
numbers 2, 10, 14, 15, 17, 18, and 23. Comments pertaining to the City’s wastewater

. treatment plant are contained in the letter attachment from Marine Research Specialists.
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with both these dischargers having voluntarily elected to complete upgrades to full secondary
treatment levels, the continued pursuit of this amendment appears to be moot from their
standpoint. Moreover, planning, financing, and constructing of a new treatment facility takes
time. Consequently, imposing a restrictive time schedule for compliance with the new solids
limit may force the MBCSD to construct a plant that generates lower quality effluent than
currently planned, simply to meet the time schedule proposed in the amendment.

Finally, with regard to the Scoping Document’s negative implication of the MBCSD discharge,
grossly prejudicial statements should be corrected and the Scoping Document should be re-
circulated. In particular, the Document incorrectly states that the MBCSD Treatment Plant
discharges only primary treated wastewater for at least some portion of the year. However, at
least some of the MBCSD discharge always receives secondary treatment, and in fact, for the
vast majority of the time, all of the Plant’s effluent receives secondary treatment.

Please contact the undersigned if you have questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely,

A5 A s M‘“R‘n’;‘“ Digitally signed by Dr. Douglas A. Coats
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Douglas A. Coats, Ph.D.
Senior Scientist

Marine Research Specialists



