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Dear Ms. Her:
Bay Area The Partnership for Sound Science in Environmental Policy (PSSEP)
Clean Water Agencies is an association of San Francisco area and statewide public and private
entities — businesses, municipal wastewater freatment agencies, trade
Bay Planning Coalition associations and community organizations. PSSEP and its members have
. been involved in the development of the San Francisco Bay Mercury TMDL
California Association since about 1999, and are very interested in the State Board’s proposed
Of Sanitation Agencies “Mercury Discharge Offset Policy.” '
California Council for When the State Board remanded the SF Bay Mercury TMDL in 2005
1]:_Eﬂvfwm_m;;nt;r-'& with directions to the Regional Board that wasteload allocations be reduced,
Conomic balance

it did so assuming that a viable, adopted mercury offset program would be in
place and available for dischargers seeking means by which to achieve
California Manufacturers those reduced WLAs. Moreover, the State Board assured all parties that
& Technology Asseciation . a . .

any policy developed would “not include requirements that would leverage
existing point source dischargers as a means of forcing dischargers to bear

Chemical Industry Council more than their fair share of responsibility for causing or contributing to any
violation of water quality standards.” (SWRCB Order No. 2005-0060.)
Chlorine Chemistry Conncil Thus, the notion of “proportionality” was introduced as a key element of any

future offset policy.
Contra Costa Corncil . )
We believe the Scoping Document presents a number of interesting

TrTAC “general principles” and other ideas related to what an effective Offset Policy
Sponsored by: might ultimately look like, but it really leaves many un-answered questions.
League of California Cities PSSEP’s members are relying on the Ultimate Offsets Policy adopted by the
Sanitation Agencies State Board to providé meaningful opportunities for achieving their WLAs
California Water established in the Mercury TMDL. For this reason, it is vitally important that,

Eavironment Association while developing future drafts of this Policy, the State Board understand that

whatever is adopted, it must be: (1) easy to use, (2) effective at reducing

Western States _ mercury in the Bay-Delta Watershed, and (3) proportional. Unless it meets
Petroleum Association . - . . irre . .
these minimum criteria, dischargers will be unwilling to invest in offset
projects.

In the spirit of the purpose of a CEQA Scoping Hearing, we offer the.
Craig 8.1. Johns following comments and questions about specific aspects of the draft Policy,
Program Manager and look forward to further refinements and analysis by staff. The text in red
is taken from the draft policy; the text following represent our comments or

questions.
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