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Jjune B, 2009

Dear Ms Townsend:

e are writing to provide comments OR the staff recommendations for use of stimulus money {ARRA)
awarded as grants through the State Water Board. The proposed Board item referenced above
summarizes the current division of the $280 million dollars atlocated o the Clean Water State Revolving
Eund (CWSRF) as $70 milllon 10 wastewater [n disadvantaged areas, 467 miltion to previously approved
grant stopped due 1o the state’s budget prohlems. This item makes recommendations on an additionzl
542 milllan of ARRA funding. :

We do not support the staff recommendation that all of this funding be provided to urban projects only.
The purpose of the ARRA IS 10 create and retain jobs first and foremost through the implementation of
construction projects throughout Califarnia. There Is no preference indicated in the Federal ARRA for
urban areas over rural areas. Of the 59 countles in Callfornia only 12 are predominantly urban, leaving
A7 primarily rural or 80% of the state. In addition rmany rural counties have far higher unemployment
rates than urban areas creating a greater need for stimulus funds In rural areas.

We support OPTION 1B: Aliocate Additional 15 Percent as Subsidy Funds ta new Expanded Use CWSRF
Projects and OPTION 2A: Funding priority for projects with earliest construction start date. We would
add to the selection criteria that projects which retain and/or create the largest number of jobs should
be given a higher priority as they implement the purpose of the ARRA funding.

We appreciate that the State Water Board has provided thé opportunity 10 comment on the
prioritization process for these funds.

Sincerely,

Kristin Belalr

Winemaker

HONIG VINEYARD AND WINERY
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