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State Water Resources Control Board
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Comments on Proposition 1 Groundwater Sustainability & SB 445 Site Cleanup SubAccount
Programs

June 29, 2015

Please accept the following comments from South Tahoe Public Utility District on the proposed
guidelines for the funding programs as listed above:

e Disadvantaged Community Status should remain at 80% of the California State Median
Household Income. Recent Proposition 1 programs (State Revolving Loan fund in
particular) have placed even more stringent definitions of DAC status that penalize
communities over 10,000. Also, when defining the DAC, consider projects that may
encompass partial DAC census tract areas or communities to receive partial grant
funding.

e Grant/Loan split of the $800 Million available for Proposition 1 Groundwater
Sustainability should be 50/50. The proposition was passed to improve state water
sources and should not cause undue burden on water suppliers to carry large 30 year
loan payments.

e Further define “Parties receiving funding make reasonable efforts to recover costs from
responsible parties” for Prop 1 GW Sustainability funding. What constitutes a
“reasonable effort?”

e Limits on grant funding amounts should consider regional distribution, such as through
an Integrated Regional Water Management Plan or a Groundwater Sustainability Agency
working on behalf of more than one agency.

e Project benefits focus should be on qualitative as well as quantitative, i.e. benefits of
interagency, regional approaches that result in integration of services or multi-agency
projects.

e We fully support one application process per project that would be reviewed for all
available eligible funding sources.

e A substantial portion of the Sustainable Management Groundwater Act (SGMA) is
dedicated to the establishment of Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSA) in high-
and medium-priority groundwater basins. It is our understanding that Proposition 1 was



in part to provide the funding needed by local water agencies to implement projects
identified in existing Groundwater Management Plans and/or future Groundwater
Sustainability Plans. Under the SWRCB Proposition 1 Groundwater Sustainability
Funding Program there does not appear to be any requirement for eligible applicants to
either serve as an established GSA or be a part of an established GSA; and any
requirement for eligible projects to be part of an approved Groundwater Management
Plan and/or a future Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP). The District believes that
adding these criteria will improve the allocation of scarce resources to address priorities
best defined by local communities and agencies that are responsible for managing local
groundwater concerns.



