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CONTRACT SUMMARY

This information will made available to the public on the State Water Resources Control Board’s (SWRCB) Website (see address below).

Use the "tab" and arrow keys to move through the form.  If field is not applicable, please put N/A in block.

Date filled out: 04/22/05
	A) Contract Information Please use complete phrases/sentences.  Fields will expand as necessary as you type.

	1. Contract Number: 04-127-557-0

	2. Project Title: Agricultural Management Practices for Phosphorus Reduction in the Salton Sea Watershed

	3. Project Purpose – Problem: (problem being addressed)   As much as 3.0 million acre-feet of Colorado River water are used every year to irrigate more than five hundred thousand (500,000) acres of lands in the Imperial Valley. Approximately one-third (1/3) of applied irrigation water leaves irrigated field as surface runoff and subsurface drainage. Surface and subsurface drainage water enters the Salton Sea, which has been serving as a drainage sink for the Imperial and Coachella Valleys since its formation in 1905. The Salton Sea continues to exist because of the drainage water from agriculture in Imperial and Coachella Valleys as well as flow of agricultural drainage and untreated and partially treated sewage from the Mexicali Valley.  Agricultural tail water and tile waters are carried to the Salton Sea via agricultural drains and two major rivers (Alamo River and New River) in the Imperial Valley. Agricultural discharges from the Imperial Valley account for almost eighty five percent (85%) of the total annual flow of fresh water to the Sea.  Agricultural drains, the two main rivers, and the Salton Sea are considered impaired water bodies by the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB). 

As the largest inland body of water in California, the Salton Sea provides significant habitat for fish and wildlife (e.g. over four (4) million bird visits to the Sea annually). The Sea’s habitat supports forty percent (40%) of the entire US population of the Yuma clapper rail, eighty (80) to ninety percent (90%) of the American white pelican, and ninety percent (90%) of the eared grebe (Salton Sea Authority and USBR). Rising salinity, sediments, nutrients, pesticides, and pollution threaten these habitats. Excessive load of nutrients (mainly phosphorus [P] and nitrogen [N]) and sediment in Imperial Valley drains and rivers have resulted in degraded conditions that impair the designated beneficial uses of the Salton Sea. Beneficial uses in the Salton Sea Watershed include warm freshwater habitat, wildlife habitat, preservation of threatened and endangered species habitat and other beneficial uses. The recently formed Salton Sea Nutrient Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) has identified phosphorous as the primary nutrient creating eutrophic conditions in the Salton Sea.  Eutrophication is the natural aging of lakes brought on by nutrient enrichment.  

    
 

	4. Project Goals:

	     a. Short-term Goals: 
1- Demonstrate the use and the effectiveness of seven Best Management Techniques (BMTs) for P reduction in the 

Salton Seas Watershed.  

2- Determine the cost and the estimated reduction of P, N, and sediments as a result of the implementation of each 

of the BMTs.

	      b. Long-term Goals: significant reductions in the quantity and concentration of P discharged into agricultural drains and

 rivers. 

	5. Project Location: (lat/longs, watershed, etc.) 

	    a. Physical Size of Project: (miles, acres, sq. ft., etc.) 
	b. Counties included in the project: 
Educational activities in Imperial & Riverside    


	    c. Legislative Districts: (Assembly and Senate) 
	

	6. Which SWRCB program is funding this contract?  Please put an "X" by the one that applies.
___ Prop 13     _X_ EPA 319(h)     ___ Other       

	B) Contract Contact:  Refers to contract project director.


	Name:   Khaled Bali    
	Job Title:   Irrigation/water Management Advisor    

	Organization:  University of California Cooperative

Extension     

	Webpage Address:  http://tmdl.ucdavis.edu    

	Address: 

	Phone:  760-352-9474    
	Fax number:  760-352-0846    

	Email:  kmbali@ucdavis.edu    
	

	C. Contract Time Frame:  Refers to the implementation period of the contract. 

	From:  12/1/2004    
	To:  12/31/2007    

	D) Project Partner Information: Name all agencies/groups involved with project.   N/A    

	E) Nutrient and Sediment Load Reduction Projection (if applicable):  > More than 20% reduction in P Load   
	

	


PLEASE PROVIDE A HARD COPY AND AN ELECTRONIC COPY TO YOUR CONTRACT MANAGER AND YOUR PROGRAM ANALYST WITH YOUR QUARTERLY/MONTHLY REPORT.  ALL APPLICABLE FIELDS ARE MANDATORY.  IF FIELD IS NOT APPLICABLE, PLEASE PUT N/A IN BLOCK.  INCOMPLETE FORMS WILL BE RETURNED.  THE ELECTRONIC VERSION OF THIS FORM CAN BE FOUND AT:   http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/nps/319hproj.html.
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