Contract Summary

A. Project Information – Central Coast Vineyard Team, Contract #01-066-253-0

1. Project Title: Reducing NPS Pollution from Central Coast Vineyards

2. Project Purpose – Problem / Goals (or “why do” the project):  The Central Coast of California provides one of the most diverse agricultural areas in the state.  Unlike many other irrigated agricultural areas in California, much of agriculture on the Central Coast occurs on soils susceptible to erosion due to slope.  In addition, much of this agriculture occurs in watersheds draining into the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary and Morro Bay estuaries, or into rivers which have been listed for salmon and steelhead protection.  Planted acres of Central Coast winegrapes have nearly doubled in the last 10 years – current planted acreage is approaching 100,000 acres.  This significant proliferation of hillside vineyard plantings has brought the winegrape industry under intense environmental scrutiny.  Central Coast communities are concerned about the effects of vineyards on water quality, pesticide use, water use, and wildlife habitat.

3. Project Abstract (brief description of project):   This project has four primary objectives. 1. Develop 12 demonstration sites to implement practices that reduce off-site movement of soil and water from Central Coast vineyards.  2. Monitor the adoption of new and existing Best Management Practices in Central Coast vineyards using the Positive Points System.  3. Conduct various local and statewide outreach and education activities that target winegrape growers.  4. Develop a Geographic Information System component of the Positive Points System database in order to present geographic distribution of Positive Points System practices as maps.

4. Which SWRCB program is funding this project?

Prop 13        (   EPA 319(h) grant

B. Project Contact:

Name: Kris O’Connor
Job Title: Executive Director

Organization: Central Coast Vineyard Team
Webpage Address: www.vineyardteam.org

Address: P.O. Box 840
Templeton, CA 93465

Phone: 805-434-4848
Fax Number: 805-434-4854

Email: info@vineyardteam.org


C. Project Time Frame:

From: November 15, 2001
To: February 1, 2005

D. Participant Information: Cooperation from NRCS and RCD

E. Location:

1. Size of Project (include units):  12 demonstration sites throughout the Central Coast
Counties: San Luis Obispo, Monterey, Santa Barbara, Santa Cruz, and San Benito Counties

F. Biography of Group: The Central Coast Vineyard Team is a non-profit grower group whose mission is to promote sustainable vineyard practices. Members own or manage more than 30,000 acres of Central Coast winegrapes. Through a collaborative partnership, CCVT developed the Positive Points System – a 1,000 point protocol for evaluating the extent of sustainable vineyard practices on site. This protocol has been the basis for aggressive grower to grower outreach and education within and beyond the Central Coast. The PPS allows CCVT members to document their voluntary adoption of best management practices over time.

G. Biography of Project: CCVT will assist growers in implementing practices that reduce the offsite movement of soil and water. The effects of these practices will be tracked and monitored. This project allows CCVT to determine the link between implementing Positive Points System practices and water quality.

H. Short Term Goals:  This project’s water quality goals include the reduction of off-site movement of soil and water from Central Coast vineyards. Reducing off-site movement from vineyards will improve water quality by reducing sedimentation, nutrient, and pesticide pollution of surface and ground waers.

I. Long Term Goals: To broaden the adoption of integrated farming practices within and beyond the Central Coast to protect air, soil, water, and human health.

