
CONTRACT SUMMARY

This information will be made available to the public on the State Water Resources Control Board’s (SWRCB) Website.

Use the "tab" and arrow keys to move through the form.  Skip Areas that Do Not Apply to Your Project.

Date filled out: February 25, 2002 

A) Project Information Please use complete phrases/ sentences.  Fields will expand as necessary as you type.

1. Project Title: The River Center in Alturas, Startup and Development Project

2. Project Purpose – Problem  / Goals ("why" the project):  No state or national parks or other interpretive facilities of any 

kind serve Modoc County and its visitors.  The Central Modoc Resource Conservation District will develop a River Center to 

provide a focal point for the District’s watershed education program and to compliment ongoing streambank restoration 

and improvement projects. The Center will highlight the Pit River and its tributaries, focusing on watershed issues with special 

emphasis on management and restoration for landowners/managers and basic watershed principles for students and other 

outreach populations.

The River Center’s Mission:  To showcase our natural resources in Modoc County by developing an appreciation 

for how a watershed affects and benefits the community.



3. Project Abstract (brief description of project):  The Center will serve as a focal point for learning about Pit River Watershed

issues for all residents of and visitors to the watershed. Through the River Center, children and adults will participate in hands-on 

learning activities that teach them about the Pit River, issues of water quality, the community’s role in river health and 

responsibilities to wildlife and downstream users. 

5. Which SWRCB program is funding this project?  Please put an "X" by the one that applies.
   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Prop 13      X EPA 319h grant        

B) Project Contact:



Name:  Paula Fields     
Job Title:  Education Coordinator     

Organization:  Central Modoc Resource Conservation District,

 River Center     
Webpage Address:  http://cmrcd.carcd.org     

Address: 136 W. Henderson St., P.O. Box 1189, Alturas, CA 96101

Phone:  530.233.5085
Fax number:  TBA     

Email:  paula-fields@ca.nacdnet.org     


C. Project Time Frame:  Refers to the implementation period of project. 

From: October 1, 2001     
To: May 30, 2005      

D) Participant Information: (Name all agencies/groups involved with project.) USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, Modoc County Office of Education, California Regional Water Quality Control Board/Central Valley Region, US Forest Service Modoc National Forest, Pit River Watershed Alliance, US Bureau of Land Management, Modoc Tribes, US Fish and Wildlife Service, California Department of Fish and Game, and Modoc High School Natural Resources Academy.     

E) Location:  The River Center is located in Alturas, California.

1.  Size of Project (include units):      
2. Counties included in project:  The River Center will be based in Modoc County, but all visitors are encouraged to see what the Center has to offer.     

F) Biography of Group:  
Since 1966, the Central Modoc Resource Conservation District (CMRCD) has served the people of Modoc County. The District is guided by a volunteer Board of Directors. These directors are local farmers and ranchers who care about the land, and the conservation of Modoc County’s natural and agricultural resources. CMRCD is responsible for working with local landowners, government agencies, industry and civic groups to conserve and protect natural resources throughout the 1,013,048-acre District. District programs  to assist landowners with watershed restoration and management and for educational programs are entirely grant funded.



G) Biography of Project: :      
Since 1993, CMRCD has sponsored the Upper Pit River Watershed Enhancement and Protection Project (UPRWEPP).  UPRWEPP began as a landowner monitoring effort.  Since 1997, UPRWEPP has sponsored a continued stream monitoring program, various watershed restoration projects, and a full-time watershed education program.  The River Center was conceived to serve as a focal point for this education program, filling an unserved need for the Upper Pit River community.   In addition to providing support for local classrooms, the River Center will reach out to the entire community and to leisure learners who visit here.  



H) Short-term Goals: :      
By 2003:  Open the River Center for classroom and public visits, with all exhibits, events and activities in operation at the current temporary home.  Continue to build and improve these functions through 2005.



I) Long-term Goals: :      
Secure a permanent home for the River Center on Main Street in Alturas.  Secure an associated field facility to serve as a teaching and research ranch for the Pit River Watershed.

PLEASE PROVIDE A HARD COPY AND AN ELECTRONIC COPY TO YOUR CONTRACT MANAGER AND YOUR PROGRAM ANALYST WITH YOUR QUARTERLY/MONTHLY REPORT.
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