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Re: Mojave Water Agency’s comments for the 2/20/07 BOARD MEETING
Agenda ltem #6; Consideration of approval of additiona! Integrated Regional Water
Management (IRWM) implementation grants

Dear Chair Doduc:

1 am writing to urge the State Water Resources Control Board's approval of current recommendations to
fund remaining Proposition 50 Integrated Regional Water Management Plan implementation grants —
which include full funding of Mojave Water Agency's IRWMP proposal.

Specificalty - as outlined in a presentation provided by the Department of Water Resources (BWR) staff
during scoping meetings on January 23 and January 31 — recommendations would provide funding for
the remaining eight IRWMP proposals in the Proposition 50 round one, step 2 process, Under these

recommendations, Mojave would receive the $25 million in grant monies that are vital to moving forward
on iis plan, which is ready for immediate implementation.

As a member of a wide group of stakeholders convened by Mojave to assist in developing the IRWMP, |
am aware that the four projects included in MWA's application have withstood intense public scrutiny by
stakeholders in our region, and that the projects enjoy broad support throughout our communities. The
projects will .address water supply. reliability, regional conservation, groundwater recharge management
and habitat protection in the High Desert region of San Bernardino County for years to come.

These projects weren't selected because they would be "nice to do." They were chosen because they
are vital to help protect and enhance the economic viability and quality of life in one of the fastest growing
regions in the State of California. The projecis are essential alements of a project portfolio that will enable
MWA to provide a bhalanced long-term supply of water, expand the economy, protect the envirenment,
and assure Californians 2 high quality of Iife, all of which are objectives of the California Water Plan.

Overall, Mojave's plan serves as a leading example of the kind of comprehensive, integrated soiutions
that Proposition 50 was crafted to fund. Given Proposition 50’s passage mare than four years ago, the
fact that Mojave clearly met all criteria of the round one, step 2 process and the fact that Mojave's plan is
ready for implementation, there is no reason to delay this critical funding.

Again, | urge you the SWRCB to approve the recommendation to fund all IRWMP round one, step 2
applicants — including full funding of Mojave’s $25 million implementation grant.

Our region is counting on your vision and foresight.
Respectfully, .
( } a2 J/L”
Carlos Rodriguez i
Deputy Executive Officer
BfA Baidy View Chapter
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