(Updated 5/7/03)

FUNDING SOURCES

Do applicants need to know which program to apply to for the concept submittal?  

After reading the RFCP information packet, applicants may contact their Regional Board for assistance in identifying the appropriate grant program(s) for their project.  Some projects may be eligible for multiple grant programs, and the applicant should check boxes on Attachment 1 for all programs for which they may be eligible.

What funding sources may State agencies apply for?  

As listed in Attachment 4 of the RFCP, State agencies may apply for grants from all programs except the Prop. 13 NPS Pollution Control Program, the 319 NPS Implementation Program, and the Prop. 13 CalFed Drinking Water Quality Program.  

What funding sources may Federal agencies apply for?  

As listed in Attachment 4 of the RFCP, Federal agencies may apply for grants from only the Prop. 50 CalFed Drinking Water Quality Program and the Prop. 50 CalFed Watershed Program.   

Will my project be funded by multiple sources of money / different grant programs?

No.  We will match the projects with the best funding source; the project may be eligible for several grant programs, but most competitive in one grant program.  

When are matching funds required?

Matching funds are explicitly required for capital cost projects funded through the Prop. 13 CNPS, NPS, and CalFed Drinking Water grant programs.  However, matching funds or services provided for any project will help make it more competitive by demonstrating stakeholder involvement.
Can other grants and loans be used for cost match purposes?

Yes.  This is encouraged, but there are some limitations.  Grants under the Clean Water Act section 319 may not use other federal funds as a match, and total funding for projects with grants under Prop 13 may not exceed $5 million.  In addition, A project that receives funds from the Prop 13 Coastal Nonpoint Source Program may not receive funds from the Prop 13 Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Program. 

Can the match be cash or in-kind services?

Yes, it can be either or both.

If only a portion of the project is capital cost, is the whole project considered capital cost, therefore requiring matching funds?

Yes.  Costs ancillary to a “capital cost project” are also considered a capital cost, and require a match.  See page 5 of the RFCP for more information.

Is $250,000 the minimum grant for all these funding sources?

For studies and planning projects the minimum funding request is $100,000.  $250,000 is the minimum request for all other projects. The maximum grant awards vary by grant program.  See Attachment 4.

Is the 25% advance pay option available for all funding sources?

No.  This option is only available for Prop 13.  

Which funds may be used for education / outreach?  

As listed in Attachment 4 of the RFCP, planning funds for both the Prop. 13 WPP and CalFed Watershed may be used for education/outreach.  Education / outreach is an eligible project for all CalFed Watershed Prop. 50 funds.  Education / outreach tasks which are associated with implementation of NPS management measures are also eligible for Prop 13 CNPS & Prop 13 NPS.

What funding sources can organizations in the Border States (Oregon, Nevada, Arizona) apply for to fund projects on interstate watersheds?  (Potential examples: Klamath River, Lake Tahoe, Colorado River, etc.)  

Organizations in the Border States may apply for any of the grant programs for which they are otherwise eligible, notwithstanding the fact that the organization is located in another state.  The project must be implemented in a California watershed and benefit a California watershed to be eligible.  

What funds can NPDES stormwater permittees apply for?

Any fund for which the project is otherwise eligible, except grants under the 319 NPS program cannot be made for activities undertaken pursuant to a NPDES permit.  

Which funds can be used for mine clean-up / abandoned mines? 
Generally, these projects are considered ineligible for funding.  If an applicant can show through its proposal that the SWRCB would not be held liable for clean-up activities it may be considered.  The Board understands that these are high priority projects deserving of a solution.  Planning and study funds from the Prop. 13 WPP and CALFED Watershed program could be used to identify mitigation measures or planning tools for better management of these sites.  

Is water quality monitoring an eligible project?

It is an eligible stand-alone project under the Prop 50 CalFed Watershed Program, the Prop 13 Coastal NPS, Prop 13 CalFed Watershed, and the Prop 13 Watershed Protection programs.  Water quality monitoring will typically be a component of a watershed study or project implementation rather than a stand-alone project, and qualifies for all grant programs as a component of a proposal.

