(Updated 5/7/03)

ELIGIBILITY
Are conservation easements eligible for funding?  

A conservation easement may be eligible as a component of a larger restoration project, but not as a stand-alone project. 

Are design costs eligible for funding as a capital cost?  

Yes.

Are GIS costs eligible for funding as a capital cost?  

Yes, GIS equipment and software may be eligible for funding as a component of a project.

Are any costs incurred prior to contract award eligible for reimbursement?  

No.

Are CEQA/NEPA costs eligible for funding?

Yes, as part of a project, but not as the only component of the project.

Can we include Project Administration and reimbursement for our application writing time in the grant application?

Project administration is a valid task for grant reimbursement, however, no reimbursement can be made for time spent applying for the grant.

What are the CalFed Drinking water Quality Program pollutants of concern?

Disinfection byproducts, microbial pathogens, salinity, organic carbon, bromide, turbidity, taste, odor, or other drinking water pollutants of concern.

Are there specific geographic boundaries projects need to meet to quality for CalFed funding?

There are no specific boundaries for the CalFed solution area.  If the watershed where your project takes place provides water to or receives water from the Bay delta system, it may be eligible.  If you can demonstrate how your project can improve the reliability of water supplies from the Delta, improve drinking water quality of Delta supplies or contribute to improved ecosystem health in the Bay Delta system, then it qualifies.  If you can link your project to other more specific CalFed priorities, it may also be eligible.

I submitted a proposal under the PRISM grant program.  Can I submit the same proposal for this RFCP?  

Yes, but be sure to revise the proposal as needed to meet requirements under this RFCP.

Would a feasibility study for water storage qualify under any of the available grant programs?  This may not be the best fit for grants available from the SWRCB, but DWR may have a grant program available for which this project would qualify.  See http://www.water.ca.gov/grants-loans to locate programs available from DWR.

I have a project that will take about five years to complete.  Is this project suitable for the grants available in this RFCP?  

The grants in this funding cycle are best suited for projects lasting two to three years.
Does an applicant have to have 501(c)(3) status when applying for a grant, or can the applicant be in the process of obtaining non-profit status when applying?

No, but based on our experience it is not likely the process could be completed during the grant process period and that if it did, a fledgling agency may have difficulty executing a contract and undertaking a project.

Are planning and assessment projects eligible?

Yes, but only under the Prop 13 WPP and CALFED Watershed programs.  

Can these funds be used to support local storm water programs?

Yes, except the 319 NPS program prohibits use of funds to support activities undertaken pursuant to a NPDES permit.

What is the end date of a project awarded with these grants?

March 2007.

I submitted an application for a Clean Beaches Initiative grant.  May I submit the same proposal for these grants?

Yes, but be sure to obtain a PIN and revise the proposal as needed to meet requirements under this RFCP.

Can an applicant that has a Regional Board action against it apply for these grants?

Yes.

How can I qualify as a small community with financial hardship? 

The Prop. 13 Watershed Protection Program and CALFED Watershed Program have funds set aside for small communities with financial hardship (SCFH).  If you are listed in one of the two tables in Attachment 3, listing rural municipalities or counties, then you qualify for funds under this program.  The third way to qualify is if the applicant is an isolated and divisible segment of a larger municipality as shown in the database tool included in Attachment 3.  See Attachment 3 for further information on SCFH.

Can the funds announced in this RFCP be used for the upcoming agricultural waiver program?  

Yes, if the project is otherwise eligible for a grant program.

Can money be set aside to support the Ag Waiver program requirements?

No, money can not be “set aside” for this purpose.  An applicant may submit a grant proposal to address these requirements if the proposal is otherwise eligible for funding.  

Is a local school district (K-12) considered an eligible agency?

For the purposes of the grant programs, they are considered a municipality and would be eligible for most grant programs as shown in Attachment 4.

