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The Grccnvﬂle Ranchena would like to: snblmt our cts a:nd concerns -
. rding suction dredge mining in’ Caiﬂ"omla s waters. It is thaTribe’s position that
. extreme care be taken to preserve all watersheds, alt Riparian Habitat Conservation -
© Areas;and in general, the prohibition of any project activities ‘which would diminish' R
. water quality. We feel that there are many associated concerns with the pmcedmesumd _' -
msecﬁﬁn dredgemnnngtha:tcould remﬂ‘tmadverseeﬁ'ects ofmw quahty S

waier are- parameters that could bc aﬁ‘ected by mxmng activities., Our main concern is the
dlstm'banoe and dlsmbuuon of mercury in sedxment armmd hlstonc mmmg areas. The

S -:methyhnercury in water may be low and deemed safe for himan éonsmnptién s drinki g i
... water; methylmercury concentration levels in macroinvertebrates, invertebrates, fish, ¢ -
PfedatOIY bl_rds mlgratory wa:telfowl mammais and humans wﬂl reaschhannﬁﬂ leveis L

N Army Corps ef Engmﬂers hascomnbuted to the' degradanon of Cahforma s waters 1t is
-~ . essential that the permit holders be held accountable to ensitre that alt dzschargcs fmm
"~ mining operations comply with all applicable Water quality standards and 1 mq
- ouﬂmed iy the Clean Water Act A plan of operatl shmﬁd be wqmmd for each
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- .proposed mmmg site before msuance of perrmts. We hope that the many issues as1ated
. with water quality and suction drédge n Wﬁl premote mere SCle‘ﬂtIﬁC studles to

e ﬁm‘_her research and data in thlS m'ea
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