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Dear Sir,

I currenﬂy reside in WA state. | have been a dredger for over 15 years in California.
! wanted to bring to your attention my personai feelings of the effects from suction dredging on water quality. | have spent

many weeks over the years participating in suction dredging. [ hope that | can add Some common sense to your review
with respect to this activity.

2) The mecury that is found presently on gold in CA rivers has been placed there weli over 100 years ago by the early
miners and has been in our water supply for our existance. We CLEAN UP THE RIVERS.

3) We hate dirty gold. We remove the mercury and other impurities from the gold.

4) Suction dredge clean up the trash and other junk left by many different folks that pollute the rivers. This in itself helps
the water quality. .

5) The nozzle aids in adding oxygen to the rivers. The sluice often has a group of fish feeding off the tailings. They seem
to be really happy eating the variety of foodstuffs. '

6) WA state has similar "fish issues” and there are many studies that have been done as well.

I hope that this will aid in keeping a dredge operation in California,

regards,
Brian Hach
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