State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Water Quality
Water Quality Certification Program

Public Notice
Of Application for Water Quality Certification

Pursuant to federal law (Title 33, United States Code, Section 1341; Clean Water Act
Section 401), applicants for a federal license or permit for activities which may discharge
to waters of the United States must seek Water Quality Certification from the state or
Indian tribe with jurisdiction. Such Certification is based on a finding that the discharge
will meet water quality standards and other applicable requirements. In California,
Regional Water Quality Control Boards (Regional Board) issue or deny Certification for
discharges within their geographical jurisdiction. The State Water Resources Control
Board has this responsibility for projects affecting waters within multiple RWQCB
jurisdictions. The following information is provided in satisfaction of the public notice
requirements of Section 3858, Title 23, of the California Code of Regulations, which
govern the State's Certification Program.

Applicant: Army Corps of Engineers
Applicant Contact: Corrice Farrar

Telephone: (213) 452-3296
Email: Corice.J.Farrar@usace.army.mil

Project Name: Regional General Permit No. 74: Maintenance Activities within Orange
County Special Area Management Plan (SAMP) Areas: San Diego Creek Watershed
and San Juan/Western San Mateo Creek Watersheds

Date of Application: 5/5/2009
Affected Regions: Region 8 (Santa Ana) and Region 9 (San Diego)

Public Notice for Water Quality Certification and/or Waste
Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects)
Regional General Permit No. 74: Maintenance Activities within Orange County Special
Area Management Plan (SAMP) Areas: San Diego Creek Watershed and San
Juan/Western San Mateo Creek Watersheds

The State Water Board proposes to certify, with technical conditions, the discharge of
dredge and fill materials resulting in temporary impacts up to 0.5 acre of waters of the
U.S., of which 0.1 acres may be vegetated with native riparian and/or wetland
vegetation. Permanent losses of waters of the U.S., including impacts from fills, flooding,
excavation beyond a Corps-approved maintenance baseline, or drainage are not
permitted under RGP 74. The SAMP permitting framework involves the establishment of
abbreviated permit procedures in the form of an RGP and letter of Permission
procedures in combination with the use of selected nationwide permits and a mitigation
framework. The implementation of the SAMP permitting system depends on the type of
activity, permanency of impacts, and location of proposed activity within the San Diego


mailto:Corice.J.Farrar@usace.army.mil

Creek Watershed, that is, whether the activity would affect aquatic resources located
within or outside aquatic resource integrity areas.

Eligible Activities: The temporary discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of the
United States associated with the following activities may be authorized under RGP 74:

1. Repair, rehabilitation, and replacement of currently serviceable outfall structures,
utility lines, pump stations, bank stabilization structures, concrete flood control
structures, weirs, drop structures, grade stabilizers, at-grade road crossings,
culverts, bridges, pilings, and piers;

2. Temporary construction activities and installation of temporary cofferdams, water
diversion structures, and access roads; and

3. Removal of accumulated sediment in flood control channels and basins (debris,
retention, and detention) to restore the facility to maintenance baselines and
within its design capacity.

Areas eligible for the use of RGP 74 are limited to jurisdictional waters of the U.S.
located outside of the SAMP aquatic resource integrity areas and aquatic resource
conservation areas within the San Diego Creek Watershed and the San Juan
Creek/western San Mateo Creek Watersheds, in Orange County, California. The San
Diego Creek Watershed encompasses portions of the Cities of Irvine, Tustin, Santa Ana,
and Lake Forest, and unincorporated Orange County. The San Juan Creek and western
San Mateo Creek Watersheds encompass portions of the Cities of Cities of Mission
Viejo, Rancho Santa Margarita, San Juan Capistrano, Dana Point and Laguna, and
unincorporated Orange County.

Water Board staff are proposing to regulate this project pursuant to Section 401 of the
Clean Water Act (33 USC 1341) and/or Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act
authority. In addition, staff will consider all comments submitted in writing and received
at this office by mail during a 21-day comment period that begins on the first date of
issuance of this letter and ends at 5:00 p.m. on the last day of the comment period.

If you have any questions, please contact:

Darren Bradford at 916 341-5558, or email dbradford@waterboards.ca.qov, or

Bill Orme at 916 341-5464, or email borme@waterboards.ca.gov within 21 days of the
posting of this notice.

State Water Resources

Control Board Staff Contact:

Darren Bradford, Environmental Scientist
Water Quality Certification and Wetlands Unit,
Division of Water Quality

State Water Resources Control Board

Fax: 916- 341- 5808

Note: No regulatory decision on the application is implied or intended in this
public notice.
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