
Dry Wash

Intermittent

Perennial

Wetlands

Early 20th Century Streams
94 miles

312 miles

148 miles

9 sq. miles
Downtown 

LA

South 
Bay

Santa 
Monica

SF 
Valley Eagle 

Rock

Long 
Beach

Compton

Palos 
Verdes

Inglewood



Photo:  Centinela Valley Historical Society

Centinela Creek, before 1900
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Centinela Creek

back



Arroyo de las Pasas - LA River watershed

where did it all go?????
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Arroyo de las Pasas-LA River watershed

where did it all go?????

Photo: UCLA Geography Air Photography Collection



Still at risk

Stone Canyon Creek- Bel Air, Ballona watershed
June 4, 2006



1978 2004 Snow Creek, Walnut & City of Industry

Ongoing loss
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Olmsted Brothers Plan, 
Los Angeles

1930

floodplain zoning



Elysian Valley                                           2006   



Elysian Valley                                           2050   
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Arroyo Seco at 
the Rose Bowl



Arroyo Seco; natural section
Arroyo Seco in natural section



Arroyo Seco
with base flow channel



LA River with soft bottom
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