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Subject: City of San Diego Comments Regarding the Draft Strategic Plan 2008-2012

Dear Ms. Townsend:

The City of San Diego, General Services Department, Storm Water Pollution Prevention
Division Pollution Prevention Division is pleased to provide the State Water Resources Control
Board (State Board) with the following comments regarding the Draft Strategic Plan 2008-2012.
Our comments will be limited to Storm Water Pollution Prevention Division related issues. The
City’s Water Department will provide comments regarding groundwater and potable drinking
water issues,

The City of San Diego Storm Water Pollution Prevention Division supports the State Board’s
development of the Strategic Plan to help prioritize efforts across the state in a consistent manner
for the next five years. We agree with the concept of sustainable watersheds. Performance goals
are a good tool to use to assess our effectiveness with the knowledge that the tools and/or goals
may require modification as the program proceeds. This concept is graphically demonstrated on
Page 5 as a four step process. We recommend that the diagram be updated to match the five step
process in the text under the diagram. Additionally we recommend that “restoration” be added
into the Principles and Values Section.

The City of San Diego Storm Water Pollution Prevention Division supports the integrated
approach for all TMDLs within 2 watershed. Additionally, we recommend that the State and
Regional Boards consider “cross-media” coordination regarding TMDL, listed pollutants. Qur
studies have found significant sources of dissolved metals from aerial deposition. These sources
are outside of the City’s control and we are concerned about our responsibility to address their
contribution to water quality. We recommend that the State Board and U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) Office of Water coordinate with the California Air Resources Control
Board and EPA Office of Air regarding the regulation of mobile and stationary air sources that
contribute to water pollution. Partnerships similar to the one describe above could bring forth
new ideas and joint efforts to put our watersheds back on the road to sustainability.

Storm Water Pollution Prevention Division
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~ The City of San Diego Storm Watéf ?ollutmn Prevention Division dbés ha’{re concerns regarding
the regulatmn of stream flow standards as stated on pagc 12 ‘Mostof the streams and creeks in.

- conditions by rcducmg erosion of banks and stream channel modlﬁcaﬁan The control of peak

: and sustain. peak flows wﬁl actually return to. more hlstcxncal stream ﬁows ’I‘he real issue in San.

 mheasures are most cest effectlve however, these ncn-structural Best Management Practices may
~not reduce poilutant to levels that achleve the TMDL targets in some cases. The effeetiveness of
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multiple constituents as part of an integrated approach. Due to the iand use needs ‘high capxtal
and O&M costs fhese measures wlIl be 1mplemented when the abovg_measms are shcwn to not
adopted a. methodolcgy that requires a ph'a‘s'e'and twred approaeh to TM{)L 1mplemantat1on (see
attachment) and we are in thc process of 1mplementmg the ﬂrst twr Thxs approach is rcqlm'es

San Diego regmn is facmg a proposed ’I‘MDL that reqmres the total ehmmauan of bactema from
being released during any rain event in 20 years from the adoption date. This objective’s Action
- 1.2.2 recommends the establishment of a Low-Impact Development Center in the Central Coast

region that will help evaluate technolog1es used for Storm Water Poii:men Prevent:on Dmsmn :

. other envmnmental dzsc1pimes

The City of San Diego Storm Wateir'Pdlluﬁon Prevention Division supports the comprehensive
. update of the basin plans across California, and wishes to participate in the review of these plans.
As a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Division agency, we project that a minimum of six long-
range priorities will effect how we implement the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Division -
and TMDL programs. We understand and support the need to coordinate with the Departmient of
Water Resources to develop a Comprchenswe Watcr Quahty Plan, and will continue to strwe for

within Cahfomm and the individual regions: We also support actions to reissue the statewide

- Phase Il M54 Penmt and we: recommend that th1s penmt be canszstent wﬁh 40 CFR and reqmre
concurs with the California St{)rmwater Quai nty Association and requests that a's'tzitém'dé Storm
Water pohcy be developed to address storm water 1ssues that w111 beneﬁt both Phase I'and Phase
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chemicals are applied by commercial applicators and citizens without input from local
governments. In fact, local municipalities that have tried to control pesticide usage within their
jurisdiction have been reprimanded for their efforts. Dissolved metals have been attributed to
variety of products varying from copper is brake pads, copper in roofing materials, lead in soil
from gasoline and paint that is resuspended in the air, and zinc from wear of tire and automobile
belts. These are some of the contributors to water quality problems across our state, and nation,
that we need state and federal assistance in addressing the removal of poliutants from consumer
products o help clean our water for future generations. |

If you have any questions or require more information, please don’t hesitate to contact Storm
Water Pollution Prevention Division Specialist Ruth Kolb at (619) 525-8636.

Sincerely,

oW ats

Kris McFadden
Deputy Director

- KMvk
Attachment: Overview of strategic approach
cc: Tony Heinrichs, Assistant Director, General Services Department

Ruth Kolb, Storm Water Specialist, General Services Department
File :
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*This graphic is the best single representation of our Strategic approach on a
single page

*Please note the we have three tiers and within each tier there are phases

-+ Tier 1is non-structural BMPs (such as education and enforcement),
the pilot projects are within this tier to determine cost effectiveness

« Tier 2 is structural BMPs, again in a phased approach
» Tier 3 is a phasing of treatment BMPs

+The reason for our pilot projects is to demonstrate which ones are the most cost
effective and load reduction effectiveness to achieve compliance, while
minimizing impacts to our communities.

*We are coordinating water quality improvement projects with the deferred
maintenance projects, which will be easier with the new Storm Water Dept.

*One area we need assistance with, is the development of integrated TMDLs
that consider all pollutants within the watershed. This provides us the
opportunity to develop pilot projects that address all issues and use the
Woatershed Strategic plan approach.




