Secondary Containment Testing Requirement

Regulations became effective May 14, 2001 to implement the statutory requirement in the Health and Safety Code section 25284.1(a)(4)(B); (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 2637.) to test UST secondary containment systems. Testing is to be performed to determine whether the secondary containment system is capable of containing a release from the primary containment until the release is detected and cleaned up. All secondary containment installed after January 1, 2001 must be tested upon installation, 6 months after installation and every 36 months thereafter. UST systems installed prior to January 1, 2001 must have their secondary containment tested by January 1, 2003 and every 36 months thereafter. 
We are aware of concerns among regulators and owners/operators regarding what constitutes appropriate secondary containment testing. We issued local guidance (LG) letter 160 to address the most common concerns and questions. We encourage you to check out this document on our website at: http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/cwphome/ust/docs/lgs/lg-160.html.
In addition, we held a technical symposium on secondary containment testing of UST systems on December 4, 2001 and listened to presentations given by manufacturers, contractors, service technicians, owners/operators, and local agencies. For those who wish to view the symposium presentations, we have all of them available online. Furthermore, the SWRCB has prepared a draft secondary containment testing form designed to promote consistency in reporting test results. Before finalizing the form, we have asked local agency inspectors and others interested to submit their comments and suggestions. For any questions or comments regarding the form, please contact Mr. Scott Bacon at (916) 341-5873 or by Email at: bacons@cwp.swrcb.ca.gov. 

If you have questions regarding secondary containment testing, please contact Mr. Raed Mahdi at (916) 341-5871 or by E-mail at: mahdir@cwp.swrcb.ca.gov.
