Section 401 Water Quality Certification Public Notice

The San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board is currently reviewing an application for certification under Section 401 of the Clean Water Act for the following project.  We encourage public input during the certification process.  You may submit comments on this project in writing to:

San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board

ATTN:  Brian Wines

1515 Clay Street, Suite 1400

Oakland, CA 94612

Or via email to:

bwines@waterboards.ca.gov
Project Applicant
San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC)
Applicant’s Agent
Lee Miles, ESA Associates (415-962-8458)
Project Name
Sunol and Niles Dam Removal Project
City/County
Unincorporated Alameda County, between Fremont and Sunol

Public Notice
3/22/06 to 4/12/06

Project Description
The SFPUC proposes to partially remove the Sunol and Niles Dams between May and November 2006.  The Project goals are to:  remove barriers to fish passage, in keeping with the Alameda Creek Fisheries Restoration Workgroup goal of restoring a self-sustaining population of steelhead to the Alameda Creek watershed, while recognizing other beneficial uses of Alameda Creek, such as water supply; reduce or eliminate an existing public safety hazard, and related SFPUC risk management concerns; and to perform dam removal with minimal impacts to the environment.  Following removal of the dams, about 40,000 cubic yards of impounded sediment will be left in place, to move downstream naturally over a period of several decades.  In any given year, the amount of sediment released from the former reservoirs is anticipated to be small compared to the estimated 140,000 cubic yards per year annual sediment load in Alameda Creek.  
Dam removal will require temporary dewatering of Alameda Creek to provide access for heavy equipment and to isolate the immediate work area.  Habitats that are impacted during dam removal will be restored upon completion of the removal efforts.  Indirect impacts to jurisdictional waters and other habitats may occur after dam removal, as a consequence of lowering of the local water table.  After the dams have been removed, the SFPUC will monitor wetlands and other habitats within the project area to determine if indirect permanent loss of these habitats has occurred and if additional mitigation is necessary. 
