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Date: May 10, 2001











File No. 1123.23 (SIM)

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

SUBJECT: 
CLEANUP AND ABATEMENT ORDER No. 01-049

FOR

DISCHARGERS OF AQUATIC PESTICIDES

TO WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES

Enclosed is a recently adopted Cleanup and Abatement Order No. 01-049 (CAO) for dischargers of aquatic pesticides to waters of the United States in the San Francisco Bay Region. Please bring this CAO to the immediate attention of applicators, dischargers, and interested parties.

This CAO is being ordered pursuant to the March 12, 2001 decision of the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals in Headwaters, Inc. v. Talent Irrigation District, where discharges of aquatic pesticides similar to the discharges described in the CAO require coverage under a NPDES permit. The State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) intends to adopt a general NPDES permit for these types of discharges in the next several months. This CAO will be rescinded as to each discharger at the time that the discharger is subject to a NDPES permit for the discharge of aquatic pesticides or where there is a final determination that a NPDES permit is not required for the discharge. Dischargers may also choose to terminate coverage under this CAO. This CAO will expire after 90 days, except that it will be extended provided that substantial progress is being made by the State Water Board in the adoption of a general NPDES permit.

Failure to comply with this Cleanup and Abatement Order may subject the dischargers to administrative civil liability or referral to the Office of the Attorney General for civil actions.

Your assistance in the widest dissemination to interested persons is greatly appreciated. Questions about the application of pesticides and the intended general NPDES permit should primarily be addressed to the State Water Board (attention: Larry Nash, tel: 916-341-5586). Questions about the CAO may be addressed to Ms. Tina Low at the Regional Water Board (tel: 510-622-5682 or e-mail: tjl@rb2.swrcb.ca.gov).







Sincerely,







Loretta K. Barsamian







Executive Officer

Enclosures

Winston H. Hickox


Secretary for


Environmental


Protection
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Gray Davis


Governor
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The energy challenge facing California is real. Every Californian needs to take immediate action to reduce energy consumption. For a list of simple ways you can reduce demand and cut your energy costs, see our Web-site at http://www.swrcb.ca.gov.
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