State of California

Regional Water Quality Control Board
San Francisco Bay Region

1515 Clay Street, Suite 1400

Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Board Members:

The Board of Directors of the Crescent Park Neighborhood urges you to approve the recently
updated Water Quality Certification application submitted by the San Francisquito Creek Joint
Powers Authority for flood control, environmental, and recreational enhancements in the reach
of SFC between Highway 101 and the Bay. Construction on the project should begin as soon as
possible. This is an emergency situation, given that thousands of residents and property
owners in East Palo Alto need protection from flooding — it is literally a life-and-death matter.
Moreover, the project has the additional benefit of improving the quality of water reaching the
Bay, and creating more high-quality wetlands as habitat for endangered species.

This Hwy 101 to Bay project also allows the next, critical phase of flood control for the creek:
protecting upstream neighborhoods, including our own, also threatened, and previously
seriously damaged, by flooding caused by narrow bridges (especially the Pope-Chaucer Bridge)
and other obstructions in the creek channel.

In 1998, floodwaters from the biggest SFC flow on record damaged some 1,700 properties in
the cities of Palo Alto, East Palo Alto, and Menlo Park, and shut down Hwy 101 and other
thoroughfares for several days. The estimated damages were $28M, and the video records of
that event are mindboggling. Fortunately, no deaths occurred. The next such flood — which
undoubtedly is coming sooner or later — will likely be much worse.

Since well before the 1998 flood, the Crescent Park Neighborhood had pressed for a solution to
these flooding problems, only to be frustrated again and again by inaction on the part of
various government agencies and municipalities. Recently, however, it appeared that progress
was finally being made. In part because our Association strongly endorsed Measure B, funding
for the initial phases of a flood-control project is now in place. The Joint Powers Authority is
finally ready to do something. But now this Board presents us with further delay — apparently
due to objections raised by your staff. This is of great concern to us.

It is essential that the agencies come to a consensus and break through whatever technical,
communication, and negotiation difficulties that may exist to get this crucial flood-control
project underway to protect lives and property, particularly given the fact that all concerned
have already bent over backward to accommodate concerns over water quality.

Respectfully submitted,

Norman Beamer
President, Crescent Park Neighborhood Association



