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SUBJECT:

MUNICIPAL STORMWATER PROGRAMS AND THEIR 2001-2002 ANNUAL REPORTS – Status Report 
DISCUSSION:
The Board has been regulating urban stormwater in our largely urbanized counties (Alameda, Contra Costa, San Mateo, and Santa Clara) for over ten years. Each of these counties is covered under a separate countywide NPDES municipal stormwater permit, which requires all municipalities in that respective county, as well as other local agencies, (collectively known as the permittees) to control stormwater pollution in their jurisdictions by working in six major program components.  These are public outreach, municipal maintenance, industrial and commercial inspection, control of illicit connections/illegal dumping, new development and construction project oversight, and monitoring. 






Each countywide program is required to submit an annual report on permit compliance each September.  These annual reports provide detail on both the program’s and each municipality’s progress in implementing the program’s stormwater management plan and in complying with its permit.  The annual reports discussed in this status report were received in September 2002, and Board staff have provided each program with detailed comments on all items in the reports.  Review was delayed this year because of staff efforts to update the new development performance standard in three of the four countywide permits.  Updates for the Contra Costa and San Mateo permits, and the reissuance of the Alameda permit were adopted by the Board in February 2003.

Appendix A includes summaries of the staff comments and review of each program’s 2001-02 annual report.  Following is a synopsis of that staff review.  The Alameda Countywide Clean Water Program’s Annual Report shows that the permittees are generally in compliance with their permit requirements, and regularly take a leadership role in implementing them.  This year, the Program is showing leadership in working to identify additional funding mechanisms for permittees.  While participation in some components, such as public information and outreach, is very strong across the Program, compliance varies much more in other components, particularly new development project oversight.  The Program has indicated it will be dedicating significant resources to this component in the coming year.

The Contra Costa Clean Water Program’s Annual Report shows that the permittees are generally in compliance with their permit requirements.  They are working to correct existing deficiencies in compliance, or have corrected deficiencies, such as under-reporting of activities required under the permit.  With the assistance of a State grant, the Program is implementing a new citizen monitoring program.  The Program continues to have an inadequate Illicit Discharge Control Work Plan, a deficiency identified by staff in 2001, but will complete a revised plan by April 2004.  Meanwhile, a number of permittees are demonstrating strong efforts to control illicit discharges.

The San Mateo Countywide Stormwater Pollution Prevention Program’s Annual Report demonstrates the Program’s substantial progress over the previous year in complying with their permit requirements.  In particular, all permittees performed adequate inspection and illicit discharge control activities, correcting an area of significant non-compliance from the previous year.  The Report also identified needs for improvement or program focus in the coming year, including increased oversight of new development and significant redevelopment projects.

The Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff Program’s Annual Report demonstrates that the Program as a group, and the individual permittees, are generally in compliance with their permit requirements.  While three significant areas of potential non-compliance were evident in the Report, efforts are underway now to correct these deficiencies.  The Report documented many examples of outstanding performance.  In particular, many permittees made significant improvements in using the annual reporting process to evaluate the effectiveness of their stormwater control activities and plan for improvements in the following year.






In sum, the annual reports for the four programs show improvement both in program component implementation and in reporting of work performed on each component.   While Board staff will continue to work with the programs to correct noted deficiencies and instances of threatened non-compliance, staff finds no need to issue any notices of violation to permittees this year.
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APPENDIX A:
Annual Report Board staff review summaries for the following programs:

· Alameda Countywide Clean Water Program

· Contra Costa Clean Water Program

· San Mateo Countywide Stormwater Pollution Prevention Program

· Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff Pollution Prevention Program

