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Status Report on the San Mateo Countywide Stormwater Pollution Prevention Program

The San Mateo Countywide Stormwater Pollution Prevention Program (Program) consists of twenty cities and the County.  Overall, based on its 2001-02 Annual Report, the Program has made substantial progress over the previous year in complying with its permit requirements.  The Program has also continued to be an active participant in several region-wide collaborative pollution control efforts. 

The Annual Report documented implementation and evaluated effectiveness of performance standards and best management practices for the Program’s core components.  Most municipalities maintained their municipal facilities on a regular basis, such as conducting street sweeping and storm drain inlet inspections and clean up, as necessary.  Only two cities did not perform adequate storm drain inspections.  

All municipalities performed adequate inspection and illicit discharge control activities.  For example, last year, there were four municipalities, Brisbane, Foster City, Half Moon Bay and Woodside, who neither reported nor provided an explanation for not inspecting commercial/ industrial facilities on time.  This reporting period, all of these cities conducted adequate inspections.  Brisbane alone inspected 162 commercial/industrial facilities compared to inspecting none the previous year.

The Program’s public outreach activities were adequate.  Each municipality is required to conduct at least three public outreach activities annually; this number could increase depending on the population of each individual city.  All municipalities exceeded this minimum requirement.  Typical outreach activities include routine technical advisory and subcommittee meetings, annual workshops, and trainings.  

During the reporting period, the Program made substantial progress to minimize and control erosion and sediment transport from construction sites within its jurisdiction.   Most municipalities incorporated procedures and policies into their general plans to cope with water quality issues.  There were about 128 active construction projects reported in the County, and 60% of these projects now have some sort of post-construction permanent treatment measures.  There were only three cities that did not report on the existence of post-construction treatment measures for the construction projects within their jurisdictions.   

The annual report identified areas that need improvement in the municipal maintenance and new development/construction control components.  The Program is expected to respond to new challenges and expectations as it prepares its updated stormwater management plan in anticipation of permit reissuance next summer.

