STATE OF CALIFORNIA

CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD

SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

STAFF SUMMARY REPORT (Jenny Chen)

MEETING DATE: June 18, 2003

ITEM

7


SUBJECT:
REGION WIDE GENERAL PERMIT FOR DISCHARGES FROM SURFACE WATER TREATMENT FACILITIES FOR POTABLE SUPPLY– Issuance of NPDES General Permit

CHRONOLOGY:
The Board has not previously considered this matter.

DISCUSSION:
The attached Tentative Order is a region wide NPDES general permit for discharges from drinking water treatment plants, specifically those that treat surface waters.  These discharges include filter backwash water, which can have high levels of solids and polymer that are toxic to fish.  The discharges also include treatment unit overflows and waterline breaks that can have chlorinated water that are toxic to fish.


The limits in this draft general permit are aimed at preventing acute toxic effects.  The draft permit also requires implementation of best management practices and collection of data to address longer-term effects of discharges.

Surface water treatment facilities take surface water, and apply one or several of following treatment processes to make potable water: coagulation/flocculation, sedimentation, filtration and disinfection.  Currently to our knowledge, there are over twenty of this type of water treatment facilities in this region.  However, only six facilities have NPDS permits.  This General Permit is an effective and efficient way of regulating all the facilities.


Because this permit would be new for most water purveyors, it has received a high level of interest.  We released three draft orders for review and comment, and held three stakeholder meetings. 

We received comments on the third and final draft permit from Zone 7 Agency, San Francisco Public Utilities Commission, East Bay Municipal Utility District, Alameda County Water District, Contra Costa Water District and North Marin Water District.  Most of the comments are constructive in nature, and their suggested changes have been incorporated into the attached Tentative Order.  However, one set of comments from one agency raised issues that were more legal in nature.  They questioned whether we had performed an analysis on the cost of compliance with the requirements for administration as well as structural controls.  We considered costs associated with implementation of this general permit during permit development.  We believe that permit administrative cost will be minimum and construction of additional treatment facilities for this one agency is not necessary to comply with the limits in the tentative order.

RECOMMENDATION:
Adoption of the Tentative Order.
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