
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD


SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

TENTATIVE ORDER

RESCISSION OF SITE CLEANUP REQUIREMENTS (ORDER NO. 93-027) FOR:

CHEVRON U.S.A. PRODUCTS COMPANY

for the property located at

1603 BROADWAY

REDWOOD CITY

SAN MATEO COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region (hereinafter the Board), finds that:

1.
Regional Board Orders:  The Board adopted site cleanup requirements for this site on March 17, 1993 (Order No. 93-027).   The Order specified that Chevron must delineate the soil pollution, determine the impact to water quality, and perform remediation activities for total petroleum hydrocarbon (TPH) impacted soil and groundwater.

2.
Summary of Investigation and Remediation Activities:  In May 1982, free-phase hydrocarbons were detected in the shallow groundwater.  Four USTs were replaced in May 1982.  An additional site investigation in 1991 detected free-phase hydrocarbons in groundwater and elevated levels of total petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH) in soil.  Chlorinated solvents were detected in groundwater, however, site characterization determined that the VOCs originated offsite and migrated underneath the site.  Free-phase hydrocarbons were removed from groundwater, and impacted soils were excavated during a second tank replacement in 1994.  The TPH impacted soils have been characterized and remediation of onsite TPH pollution has occurred.  The remaining onsite soils have been determined to not pose a significant risk to human health or the environment. 


Groundwater beneath the site has been monitored quarterly from 1991 through 2001, and semiannually since 2001.  The groundwater concentrations have decreased from 19,000,000 ppb TPH and 130,000 ppb benzene (November 1992) to current concentrations of 700 ppb TPH and 190 ppb benzene (September 2002), indicating that the plume is shrinking.

3. Basis for Rescission:  The site is currently an active service station located within a mixed light industrial, commercial and residential area.  Residual contaminated soils are confined onsite near the tanks and pump island, and have been determined to be of minimal risk to both human health and the environment.  Hydrocarbon concentrations in the groundwater beneath the site are decreasing.  There are no surface water bodies or supply wells in the site vicinity.  Based on the current use of the site as an active service station, the site no longer poses a significant threat to human health or the environment. Accordingly, Order No. 93-027 should be rescinded.

4.
CEQA:  This action rescinds an order to enforce the laws and regulations administered by the Board.  As such, this action is categorically exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Section 15321 of the Resources Agency Guidelines.

5.
Notification:  The Board has notified the discharger and all interested agencies and persons of its intent under California Water Code Section 13304 to rescind site cleanup requirements for the discharge, and has provided them with an opportunity to submit their written comments.

6.
Public Hearing:  The Board, at a public meeting, heard and considered all comments pertaining to this discharge.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, pursuant to Section 13304 of the California Water Code, that Order No. 93-027 is rescinded.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the dischargers shall properly close all monitoring wells consistent with applicable local agency requirements, and shall document such closure in a technical report to be submitted to the Board within 30 days following the completion of closure activities.  

I, Loretta K. Barsamian, Executive Officer, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of an Order adopted by the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region, on _________________.
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Loretta K. Barsamian








Executive Officer






