STATE OF CALIFORNIA
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD

SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION






STAFF SUMMARY REPORT (Robert Schlipf)


MEETING DATE:  June 18, 2003

ITEM:

5B

SUBJECT:

GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY, VALLECITOS NUCLEAR CENTER - PLEASANTON, ALAMEDA COUNTY - Reissuance of NPDES Permit

CHRONOLOGY:
February 1997 - NPDES Permit Reissued


DISCUSSION:

The attached Tentative Order (Attachment A) permits General Electric to discharge about 20,000 gallons per day of non-contact once-through cooling water either to an unnamed ditch tributary to Vallecitos Creek or to land.  It also permits discharge to land of about 2,900 gallon per day of treated sanitary wastewater to separate areas within the facility.




General Electric operates a Nuclear Test Reactor for research purposes, and manufactures radioactive isotopes for medical use.  The cooling water comes from this process, and the sanitary wastes come from the 300 employees at the facility.  The Nuclear Regulatory Commission requires that cooling water meet radioactive limits prior to discharge.  




The cooling water’s discharge to land is a new aspect of this Tentative Order, and is necessary due to the more stringent limits for copper resulting from the State Implementation Policy (SIP).  The copper limits are necessary to protect the more sensitive aquatic life beneficial uses of Vallecitos Creek.  Disposal to land does not warrant these restrictive limits, and is thus a good alternative to the creek discharge when there are elevated copper levels in the effluent.  In addition to copper, the Tentative Order contains water quality based effluent limits for other toxics based on the Basin Plan and the SIP.  For wastewater disposal to land, there are other requirements in the Tentative Order to ensure protection of groundwater in accordance with the Basin Plan.




General Electric submitted comments, and staff resolved all issues they raised.

RECOMMEND-

ATION:


Adoption of the Tentative Order

File Number:

2199.9018

Appendices:

A.  Tentative Order

B. Fact Sheet

C. Comments Received

D. Response to Comments

