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SUBJECT:
CITY OF CALISTOGA, NAPA COUNTY - Hearing to Consider Mandatory Minimum Penalty for Violations of NPDES Permit Resulting in the Discharge of Partially Treated Wastewater to Waters of the State

CHRONOLOGY:
The Board has not considered this item before.

DISCUSSION:
The City of Calistoga (hereinafter the Discharger) violated the effluent limits contained in its NPDES permit 29 times during the period between January 1, 2000 and March 31, 2002.  Twenty-three of these violations are subject to mandatory minimum penalties for a total amount of $69,000.  The Water Quality Enforcement Policy (Enforcement Policy) allows the Regional Board to require the Discharger, which is a small community with financial hardship, to spend an equivalent amount toward the completion of a compliance project (CP) instead of paying the full mandatory minimum penalties.  The Enforcement Policy also allows the Discharger to complete a supplemental environmental project (SEP) in addition to the CP. 

The Discharger has agreed to complete a CP in an amount of $27,000.  The CP, which is included as Appendix B herein for information, consists of funding the purchase and installation of four dissolved oxygen meters in the new aeration basins to help optimize the performance of the secondary treatment to comply with the effluent limits in its NPDES permit.  The Discharger has also indicated its intent to undertake a SEP up to an equivalent amount of $42,000.  As of the time of this report, Board staff has not received the SEP proposal and signed waiver from the Discharger.  

The footnote 1 of the original Complaint has been revised to update the Census data, which were used to conclude that the City is eligible to use part of the penalty toward a CP.  The changes to the footnote does not affect the conclusion in the original Complaint.

RECOMMEN-

DATION
Will be made at the hearing.

File No.:
2139.3003

Appendix:
A. 
Complaint No. R2-2002-0015

B. CP proposal from Discharger

C. SEP and Signed Waiver (To be provided separately)

