STATE OF CALIFORNIA


REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD


SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION


																			STAFF SUMMARY REPORT


STAFF: Keyvan Moghbel


																			MEETING DATE: January 22, 2003





ITEM:	13








SUBJECT:	Rodeo Sanitary District, Wastewater Treatment Plant, Rodeo, Contra Costa County  – Hearing to Consider Mandatory Minimum Penalty for Discharge of Partially Treated Wastewater to Waters of the State 





CHRONOLOGY:  June 1998 - ACL of $50,000 issued for effluent limit violations


	  


	


DISCUSSION:	There were fifteen effluent violations of the Rodeo Sanitary District’s (the District) permit limits during the period between January 1, 2000 and December 1, 2001: two chlorine residual effluent limit violations; six biochemical oxygen demand effluent limit violations; two total suspended solid effluent limit violations; and five total coliform effluent limit violations.  Eleven out of fifteen of these violations are subject to a mandatory penalty under Section 13385 of the California Water Code for a mandatory minimum penalty.  The Compliant (Attachment B) imposes a Mandatory Minimum Penalty (MMP) in the amount of $33,000.





	The District has contested the Compliant and also requested sixty-day extension.  The District claims financial hardship according to California Water Code Section 79084, and as such should be allowed to complete a Compliance Project in lieu of penalties.  The State Board’s Enforcement Policy defines financial hardship under California Water Code Section 79084 as when the median annual household income for the community is less than 80% of the California median annual household income.  However, based on the U.S. Census 2000, the District’s median annual household income ($60,522) is 127% of California median annual household income ($47,493).  Thus, the Disrict does not qualify for the financial hardship exemption.  The District requested a sixty-day extension beyond the January 2, 2003, deadline for submitting written comments.  The District has not presented any new information to justify the sixty-day extension request. 





 	Attachment A is a Tentative Order setting the MMP for the District’s violations of its effluent limitations.








RECOMMEN-


DATIONS:	 Adoption of the Tentative Order 





File No.:  			2119.1039(KM)





Appendices:		A.		Tentative Order


  Complaint No. R2-2002-0127


C.		Correspondences


D.		Response to comments
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