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ITEM:		7





SUBJECT:	Romic Environmental Technologies Corporation, 2081 Bay Road, East Palo Alto, San Mateo County - Hearing to Consider Mandatory Minimum Penalty for Discharge of Partially Treated Wastewater to Waters of the State





CHRONOLOGY:	July 1999 – NPDES general permit reissued


	November 1999 – Romic authorized to discharge under general permit


September 2002 – Mandatory Minimum Penalty action delayed





DISCUSSION:	Romic operates a groundwater extraction and treatment system at its Bay Road site in East Palo Alto.  During 2000 and 2001, Romic had 17 effluent limit violations that require a mandatory minimum penalty (MMP) of $3,000 per violation, for a total MMP amount of $51,000 in this case.  Romic has since shifted to a non-discharging treatment approach.


 


This matter came to the Board in September 2002.  At that time, Romic requested the Board to delay its enforcement action in the hope that the MMP law would be changed to allow larger supplemental environmental projects (SEPs).  The Board agreed.  The governor subsequently signed an MMP reform law that allows larger SEPs (AB-2351, Canciamilla).  Effective January 1, the law allows the SEP amount to be up to $15,000 plus half of the MMP amount that exceeds $15,000.  In the case of Romic's $51,000 MMP, the maximum SEP amount increased from $3,000 to $33,000.





		We issued an amended MMP Complaint to Romic in early January (Appendix A).    Romic waived its right to a hearing and submitted a check for $18,000 and a SEP proposal worth $33,000.  The SEP proposal (Appendix B) would fund the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Wildlife Services to conduct predator control activities over a three year period in two wetland areas of East Palo Alto, the former Cooley Landing salt pond and the Faber-Laumeister marsh.  These activities will directly support efforts to restore populations of two endangered species - the California clapper rail and the salt marsh harvest mouse - that rely on saltmarsh habitat.  We conclude that the proposed SEP is acceptable.





RECOMMEN-


DATION:	No action required





File No.  2189.8520 & 1210.48 (FA)


Appendices:


A - MMP Complaint and signed waiver


B - SEP proposal


