STATE OF CALIFORNIA

CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD

SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

STAFF SUMMARY REPORT (Gina Kathuria)

MEETING DATE: December 3, 2003

ITEM:


7C
SUBJECT:
Las Gallinas Valley Sanitary District, Marin County -Reissuance of NPDES Permit 



CHRONOLOGY:


October 1998 – NPDES Permit Reissued




DISCUSSION:

The Las Gallinas Valley Sanitary District (the District) Wastewater Treatment Plant (the WWTP) provides secondary treatment of wastewater from primarily domestic and commercial sources within the northern area of the City of San Rafael. The WWTP’s service area has a present population of about 30,000. The WWTP currently has an annual average flow of 2.8 million gallons per day. During the dry season, 40% of the effluent is reclaimed for irrigation and used for restoration of a wildlife marsh pond. The other 60% of the effluent is sent to Marin Municipal Water District (MMWD).  MMWD treats the District’s secondary effluent to produce disinfected tertiary recycled water, which it distributes for landscape irrigation and other commercial uses.  During the wet season, the effluent is discharged to Miller Creek, a tributary of San Pablo Bay. 

Staff received comments from the District and MMWD.



There are two main points of interest with this item:  

1. The tentative order proposes not to carry over, from the existing permit, effluent limits for cadmium and zinc since there is no reasonable potential to cause or contribute to exceedances of water quality objectives.  MMWD uses zinc orthophosphate for corrosion control to reduce copper and lead in drinking water.  In the past, the District had been fined for zinc violations.  Although the tentative order does not contain zinc limits, it still requires zinc monitoring.  

2. The tentative order proposes to continue, from the existing permit, the discharge prohibition between June and October.  The District is concerned about uncertainties associated with MMWD’s future desire and demand of the treated wastewater.  A provision is included to allow the Executive Officer to shorten the discharge prohibition season in the event the demand diminishes beyond the District’s control.  However, the same provision requires that the District explore other reuse alternatives, for example acquiring additional pasture land, engaging in additional marsh restoration, or improving treatment plant performance and reliability.  The Provision has been modified to satisfy the District’s concern.  
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